G'RACE TO YOU

Proclaim, Build, and Serve

10 REASONS TO ATTEND FEBRUARY 22nd FOUNDERS DAY CELEBRATION

10. Dedicate the Centennial processional banner.

Hear the Sunday School children sing their special song.

Hear the preacher of the day, Bishop Wayne Miller.

Sing our new Centennial hymn composed by former pastor, Robin Currie.

Celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the First worship service of Grace Church.

After the Service enjoy a light brunch served/sponsored by the Sunday School Ministry.

Participate in the Silent Auction--proceeds to refurbish Sunday School area.
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Order your copy of the commemorative Timothy Botts calligraphy art work.

2. Order your Grace shirt with the Centennial logo.

enter his doors with thanksgiving

LAnd | ast o, but not |l east ... .
1. CELEBRATE, SING & EAT: IT'S THE LUTHERAN THING TO DO!

(Please see the enclosed insert for more information about the brunch and silent auction.)

Schedule for
Holy Week & Easter, 2009

1 Stewardship Can Be Fun!

.I.

i On Feb. 6™ at 7:00 come to the lower level of the Santa Fe
| Restaurant on Main St. in Glen Ellyn for some food, drink
-l and fellowship. Pastor Allen and Tim Stephan will share

| Palm Sunday, April 5, 2009, 9 & 11am  HZg e

' Service of Palms, the Passion Story, : | some insight on why stewardship is important to us indi-
! Holy Communion ;| vidually and collectively as a church. We will also be

|
|
|
|
|
|
I Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7:30pm : looking for suggestions for ways to make stewardship
|
|
|
|
|
|

| Service of Holy Communion, & Stripping of the Altar ! meaningful at Grace. Financial information will also be
' , I discussed.

|
iGood Friday, April 10, 7:30pm
:Service of Medi tation on

| i IF BriGayinght doeSnU Woifk eorryduriscfedulk, a dhlad t
| (No Holy Communion)

.| program will be offered on Sunday Feb. 15" at 10am
- | between services.

| Easter Sunday, April 12, 9am & 11am

!Serwces of Celebration & Holy Communion ! See you there!
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Flying Through It By Pastor Allen
In reflecting on all the news surrounding the astounding safe landing of U.S. Airway Flight #1549, I am reminded of an airline story that
is a fable for dealing with challenges that come our way. It goes like this:

An airline pilot made this announcement over the flight intercom while his jet airliner was about to encounter a violent thunderstorm,
“Attention passengers! It seems we’re going to experience a great deal of turbulence ahead; however, I intend to fly above it.” To which
a passenger on the flight responded to a fellow traveler, “You know, we cannot fly above it until we fly through it.”

As I look ahead to the near future of Grace Lutheran Church, I see that this year of 2009 will have its share of turbulence for each of us
in the life of this congregation. We have began to introduce this year’s stewardship drive, and the challenges in front of us are enough to
make one feel as if we’re on a bumpy airline jet ride. Like the people in our short vignette, we too won’t fly above it until we fly through
it.

But how will we fly through “it”? What are the challenges as we enter this second century of mission and ministry at Grace? Well, most
concretely, we are staring at cost. But even cost can be viewed from different points. Cost is not only dollars and cents although I know
that our financial burdens are real. To me, from a Christian viewpoint, cost can also be seen in terms of discipleship.

Discipleship is an emphasis on what it means to be a Christian. It is not just being a member of a church (baptized, communicant, or as-
sociate), but rather discipleship entails the deep faith of the followers of Jesus Christ to be put into action. Discipleship is our response to
the call by our Lord and Savior to leave everything and follow him.

Seen in that light, monetary cost pales in comparison to the cost of discipleship. While there are all kinds of folks to whom we may owe
money, we owe so much more to the Redeemer of our sins and the sins of the world. So imagine that cost by contrast to the temporal
debts which we are obligated to pay. It is life-long response to something we can never fully pay.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the late 20" Century German theologian who lived during the horrific regime of Hitler and the Nazi Third Reich,
once published a book of essays in 1937, “The Cost of Discipleship”. In these writings, he made the distinction between “cheap grace”
and “costly grace”. Cheap grace is absent of discipleship with out commitment or demand to act as a disciple. Costly grace is a disciple-
ship of living a Christ-like life that has its commitment to share God’s love first revealed in his Son.

Dr. Bonhoeffer paid the cost of his discipleship with his life; he was hung in a European concentration camp in Flossenburg, Germany
on April 9, 1945. His call compelled him to speak out against the Nazi party and also take part in a conspiracy to assassinate Hitler, a
plot that is the focus of a recently released motion picture, Valkyrie.

Our cost of discipleship is yet to be fully determined, but it is bound up in responding to Christ’s call to come and follow him too. That
call has led both you and me to this time in this church. How we meet that cost depends on the power of the love of God enabling us to
fly above life’s turbulence on the Last Day. Until then, we draw upon that same power to fly through it as well.

Let us pray. Dear God, as we confront the stormy challenges during this year, we ask that your love and grace may strengthen us for the
days ahead. Remind us of the awesome price paid for our salvation by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, your only Son. In re-
sponding to his call to discipleship, may we look to the Spirit’s power in our lives; in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

The Turning Point committeeis currently working
on long term planning use for the building. The
team is planning on hosting a cottage meeting possi-
bly in March or April to allow for the congregation
to participate in these discussions. Bob Lewis who
is the chair person and building manager for the

China Mission Report
Thank-you Pastor Robin for sharing your story of your ex-
periences in China last summer with us at our January
Faith and Friendship lunch. It was very interesting. If you
were unable to make it, she will be back to report another
time during a Sunday forum in the spring. Thank-you
Marlene Fenske for a delicious Chinese lunch and thank-

you Ed Zimmerman for the use of the computer projector.

Faith and Friendship Lunch Schedule
Our February Faith and Friendship lunch will take
place on Ash Wednesday February 25 at 12:00
noon. We will begin with an Ash Wednesday wor-
ship service at noon in the fellowship room fol-
lowed by a soup lunch. On Wednesday's at noon
during Lent, we will again do NEN bible study
with lunch in the fellowship room.

Turning Point has advised council that he is step-
ping down from his position on May 1, 2009 along
with Michele Fenske. Both Bob and Michele have
been on the committee since its inception in April of
2006. The committee will be looking for new mem-
bers to join their team which usually meets once a
month. This is a very social group and anyone inter-
ested in joining can contact Bob Lewis at 630-668-
8929 for more information on the specifics of

the team.
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Week of February 8th Healing Service
Sun2/8  8:30am  Choir Rehearsal
9:00am  Worship (G.Y.M.)
10:00am Sunday School , Adult Ed
11:00am  Worship in Fellowship Room
Mon2/9 10:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Finance Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Ed (Matthew)
Tues2/10 7:30am  Construction Meeting
7:30pm  Dartball (home)
Wed2/11 7:15am  Bible Study
4-5pm Little Lights
6-7:30 Jr & Sr High Meeting
7:00pm VBS/ Chil drenés

No Confirmation Class
Thur2/12 7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (New Time)

Week of February 15th

Sun2/15 8:30am  Choir Rehearsal
9:00am  Worship (G.Y.M.)
10:00am Sunday School, Adult Ed
10:00am Cottage Meeting (fellowship)
11:00am Worship in Fellowship Room
2-5:00pm CNS Support Group-fellowship

10:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Ed (Matthew)
7:30pm  Council Meeting

7:30am
7:30pm

7:15am

Mon 2/16

Tues 2/17 Construction Meeting

Dartball (home)

Bible Study

Faith-n-Friendship Moved to 2/25
WOW Dinner

WOW activities

No Confirmation Class

Choir Rehearsal (New Time)

Wed 218

5:30-6pm
6-7:30pm

Thur2/19 7:00pm

Senior Services Monday Friday 9:00an1:00pm

Food Pantry Tuesday & Fridag®am, Bpm
Tuesday Evening 59130pm

Thursday-2 pm

=

| ecatinyiing ber battle with cancer; visited this week

Remember in Prayer:
We remember Gladys Thiele who would have
celebrated her 100th birthday on
January 9th; Abby & Lilly Nelson daughters
of Becky & Nick Nelson, grand daughters to
Ginny Stein born prematurely on January 9th
and doing better each and every day; Glendene Lidster

Bernie Arendt and Dick McAuliffe; Anyone suffering
with Alzheimer’s disease and their loved ones; The
Rokosh Family as they mourn the loss of George’s fa-
ther; The Berta Family as they mourn the loss of
Linda’s father; All those serving our country

families they leave at home.

Date Attendance Offering

Regular  Capt.Campgn
01/18 9 & 11 aml06 3216
01/25 9 & 11 amils 8155 9372

Bishop Miller
back from Israel & Palestine

Chicago Synod Bishop Wayne Miller has now re-
turned from his tour of Israel and Palestine and
has updated his web site with insights on this his-
toric trip. To view all the entries, please log on to
www.crosstheborders.blogspot.com.

No Experience Necessary (NEN) During Lent

beginning March 1st.

Please sign-up in the fellowship room.

NEN-No Experience Necessary- is bible study based on the exploration of a bible story by the class
participants. No one is an expert, rather we share with one another our understanding and discuss its
meaning in our lives. We will again be doing NEN bible study during Lent at a couple different times

Monday 7:00pm a group will meet here at Grace.
Wednesday 7:15am Early riser Bible Study

Thursday 9:30am in the fellowship room (children welcome)
Sunday 10:00am in the pastors office.

This has been a rewarding and interesting study the past 3 years, think about taking part in it again.

Then at noon with lunch followed by NEN.

Weeks of February 8 & 15, 2009
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Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn

GIVING UP

How many times have you felt like giving up on some-
thing, once, twice, fifteen million? (If you said none, I’d cer-
tainly like to meet you). We all have at some point, but why,
what is it that makes us want to give up? Too hard, too time
consuming, too boring? So why commit to anything if we’re
going to eventually give up?

I’m at that point right now. I’m trying to figure out
why I should continue doing the things I’'m doing if all I’'m get-
ting is heartache for it. In the first four weeks of the New Year,
I have been accused of taking sides, being too realistic and not
being a good supporter. I’ve been disassociated from a friend,
been treated unjustly by professionals, and received unwar-
ranted rude attitudes by others. I’ve been lied to, talked about,
argued with, hung up on, left hanging without answers, dealt
with impatience and had jobs from professionals not done prop-
erly. And all of this happened without leaving the house three
out of the four weeks recovering from surgery. I reached the
point of wanting to give up; it just didn’t seem worth it any-
more.

I sat and stared at the ceiling, and then I cried and then
I prayed, and then I shouted, cried some more and then I prayed
a whole lot more. Suddenly at that moment in my prayers God
got me to look at why I was doing things for others, even if it
caused hurtful accusations and attitudes. Was it for myself or
for my own satisfaction or gain? No, I was doing these things
because I believed they were the right things to do before God.
God calls us to be servants for others, not complainers, drudg-
ery bearers or attitude adjusters but servants of God and His
word. In the end, what it all comes down to is: am I doing the
will of God.

I wondered, what if Jesus had given up, if He stopped
and considered that what He was doing wasn’t worth it. Jesus
went about doing good and served others constantly while en-
during criticism, harshness of attitude, rumors, gossip, lies and
more. Yet His motive was to do the will of God, no matter who
or what He encountered. It didn’t matter what a person said to
Him, Jesus told the truth. It didn’t matter what a person did,
Jesus responded with compassion and kindness. Jesus knows
what we’re all going through. And if Jesus is our example, what
did that tell me? And there lay my answer.

I will continue to do what I believe is right before God
regardless of what others do or do not do. If God brought these
people and things into my life, then God will give me the grace
to do the things I need to. Whether taking care of a loved one or
helping a friend in need or simply reacting in kind to a rude
attitude, I will respond in the example I have been given. And
by that I shall know that I am doing God’s will. Isn’t that what
makes it all worth it?

But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing
wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and en-
dure it, this is commendable before God (1Peter 2:20NIV)

Sandra Stein — Penny Thoughts
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Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn

West Conferencletropolitan Chicago Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania
Glen Ellyn, lllinois 60137
Office: 638691555
Fax: 63@691561

www.graceglenellyn.org

Allen Belanger, Interim Pastor, office x 17
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinate89@88 office x 10
Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator
7909862, office 16
Brenda Cier o, Chrild1dr e n 6 s
Cathy Milleville, Parish NurseQ®®A office x 13
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Mus36,7453
Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselet5848
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teach&5%%3
Grace Information Hotline, office x 20

Church office hours
MThur. 9:30ardipm
Friday9:30armoon

Construction Update
Cross is up! Alleluia
Roof is on new section
Dry wall is started

A

7

Air Conditioning ductwork is being installed
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Christmas for Kelly from South Africal

Following is a recap of how Grace member Kelly Schumacher spent her Christmas holid&yamPaghsARiaas8 to Auga09
Kelly iserving as a Young Adult in Global Mission (YAGM) for the ELCA.

"Christmas Eve & Christmas Day were both relaxed and both spent with theeKfeathiy(KREV. (Baba) Khathi is thei¥x&ecre
tary of the South Eastern Diocese, my counterpart, and my 'South African father.' He and his family hasskmealtmmjm@iais anc

his two daughters, Sanda (25) and FuthiF@Q 2 3) have quickly become my fAsiste

"Christmas Eve was spent at the Khathi és hous eedCiristmaSdeeok a
rations and set up a small (120) tree Baba Khatsthaismdviasd b
(includingl), and sang a few Christmas carols (most of them in isiZulu) after dinner/before bed.

"Christmas Day we got up and went to church in Shakaville and then spent the rest of the day at the housbafdSagitaoa
side of Durban. Sandaés husband, Kwanda, i s a o)weverea
treated to a wonderful Christmas lunch that included turkey, chicken, beef curry, rice, saladsnadd Buiéna@dtimeugh, the
label 'treat' may be questionable for the fruitcake, it was definitely impressive.) After Christmas luncldasomektime waitd

her

display that was set up there. My day rounded out in the same way my Thanksgiving did, talking peopleatdave in the United S
"And now, ités '"back to work," so to speak. Pfrlmuary for m

‘'summer holiday' and things are just getting back to 'normal' again. Theg&iedbicdaauahahd the créche and Seconda

"I was lucky enough to spend last week, however, hosting one of my dearest friends, Megan, who is hemgakStuthlfhiea for :
croscul tural requirement for seminary. (Really, aitvamLaworeni
derful time. | showed her around Stanger and Umphumulo; she was able to attend a traditional Zulu funethalcs seellies Sunda

here in Umphumulo; and we spent time with a variety of different peoe: teedBtstiog f a mi | y,  tuhlecal Pari
Pastor, some of our congregational leadergjomkerin the SED Office, the Khathis, and some of our friends framudota

spend it with people you love."

OUTREACH ENCOURAGES VOLUNTEERS National Youth Choir Seeks Applicants

Members of Grace are reminded to seek out areas of inféredtutheran Youth Choir of North America is forming now in prepa
and need to provide help where it is needed. The Centennial Miidis figneth annual summer tour to the Northeastern United $tates,
is supporting Lutheran Social Services of Illinois and the Peoplesl®ing the New York City, New Jersey, and Connecticut aregs, fror
source Center in Wheaton in particular, but there are many othghthd®tieje¥)09The Youth Choir was formed in 2006 at Faith Lytherar
in need of help. Grace Church also supports the Food Pantry|afdhtiieh in GE, amals since becomaational touring choir for high
Walk In Ministry. school youth (entering grade 9 through graduating grade 12).

Helpful booklets from the Peoples Resource Center can bﬁ)rum bout the Youth Choir was held at church o6 dme 25
found on the Ushers' Table. The booklet and the website pro FeRTTCEliL highlights from the tour group's trip to Germany in

of information on ways to help tho;e in need. . 2008.The Choir will conclude their summer tour with a conceft at Gi
Alsoremember to log the time you spend in volunteer smg% (0]
PULKES

. . - - ., July 18hose interested in applying should visit their web sit
pthers in nee&ee the enclosed insert for further information ab theranyouthchoifarrgpplication materials and dead-
ing track of your volunteer hours this year.

lines.Singers do not need to be Lutheran to be considered fof the cl

Thank you to the youth and parents for giving of your time to help set-up and serve the homeless at PADS on Thursday,
January 1%'. We also thank Pastor Allen and his wife, Mary, for coming down and providing their support. Upcoming dates
for PADS are February 5, March 5, April 2, and April 30. Please sign up on the Youth bulletin board if you can help out.

Confirmation Reminders: There will be no Confirmation classes between now and March 3rd. The youth are expected to
attend either the 6pm or 7:30pm Ash Wednesday service with their families. Confirmation classes start up again March 4",
8" grade Confirmation reports will be shared with the class at that time.

The Youth Ministry Team meets the second Wednesday of each month at 6pm in the Youth Room.
Upcoming events:
NEN for Jr. and Sr. High to start March 1.
Jr. High Youth Spring Retreat at Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center, March 13-15.
Contact Barbara Sudds with any questions or comme|
469-1555 Ext. 16 or bsudds@graceglenellyn.org



http://www.lutheranyouthchoir.org

