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Proclaim, Build, and Serve

No Experience Necessary for Lenten Study! No Experience
It has now become a tradition at Grace to study from the No Experience Necessary (NEN) study Necessary=i=
guides in Lent. The format is quite familiar to those who have participated before. There is Bible
study, but not of the heavy intellectual kind. The background to the Bible passage is given briefly in
the study guide, and three simple questions are then applied to the text. It is geared to application of
the Bible to dalily life.
The rest of the study guide consists of looking at the life of Christians in community and the life of
Christians in the world. Several short accounts in each of the lessons in the study guide show how
other congregations or Christian individuals have handled situations common to life in the modern
world. From their experience, we branch out to apply the message to our own lives.
An NEN group is intended to become much more than just a Bible study group. We take time to check in with each other, to
share our | ife experiences from the week in between sessio
gregation in which all/l s h aeirg. Rloenacseer nn dftoer tehaacth eoat chhe r idlse weell d
drawn from dalily life. It is not necessary to have participated in previous years in order to understand what is going on in this
year 6s sessions.
The opportunities at Grace, beginning in Lent, which starts this year on Ash Wednesday, February 25, are as follows:
Mondays, 7:00 PM led by Fred Warnke, intended for our general membership, especially those for whom an evening is
better suited than daytime.
Wednesdays, 7:15 AM led by Fred Warnke. For the first time in recorded history, the Wednesday Bible text study group will
break from their regular pattern to become an NEN Group during Lent!
Wednesdays, 12:00 noon, led by Cathy Milleville. This will be a Faith and Friendship NEN session with a soup lunch each
week. All are welcome.
Thursdays at 9:30 AM led by Cathy Milleville. Children are welcome to come along.
Sundays, 10:00 AM between services, led by Pete Jaeger. This session is intended for all adult members including
confirmed youth.
Please sign up on the poster in the fellowship room so that we can have appropriate materials available. If you haven't
come to NEN before, maybe this is the year for you!

Call Committee Update: March 1 is Stewardship Day
The Congregation Council and the Call Committee have finaligslrich tradition of mission and ministry at Grace Lutheran Church
Grace's Congregational Profile and are submitting it to the sythge&drhis year we weillebrate theentury of service with a beautiful
their review. We hope to be listed among the churches readyaddititan-to our facility and preparatiamefipastor. With the excite-
view potential candidates this month. The Call Committee wijlissnt comesugh financial challen§eseral events have been held
continuing their behind the scenes work to map out our intervi@wresent specific information about these challenges and how you
strategy, so that we are ready when our first interviewee is aV¥latfeletter and pledge form have also been Phedse.stop in |
Please contact any of the committee members if you have arf)@@éfice if you need another éogpecial gathering of pledges will
gestions or ideas for our candidate search. Call Committee art of worship on Sunday, Marclirst thenday in Lewe
bers: Donna Barber, Susan Jacobson, Carol Asselmeier, [Ker ou for your past support as you consider your gift to God an
Dominic LoGalbo & Tim Stephan. congregation this year.
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Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn
Ash Wednesday is February 25, 2009

Ash Wednesday Services
We will have Ash Wednesday services at 12:00 noon,
6:00pm and 7:30pm. The noontime service will be held in
the fellowship room and will be followed by a soup
lunch. Soup will also be served between services in the
evening.

Faith-N-Friendship Lunch Schedule
Our February Faith and Friendship lunch will take
place on Ash Wednesday February 25 at 12:00
noon. We will begin with an Ash Wednesday wor-
ship service at noon in the fellowship room fol-
lowed by a soup lunch. On Wednesdays at hoon
during Lent, we will again do NEN bible study
with lunch in the fellowship room.

A Great Service Project!

A group of 20 of us traveled to the Aurora site

of Feed My Starving Children on January 28

for a 2 hour meal packing shift. We had a very

interesting and informative time not to mention

fun as we packaged over 5000 meals. We all

really enjoyed ourselves and look forward to doing it again
this spring. We also took along over $140 in loose change
that members of Grace donated, Thank you!!

2 China Mission Report
> Pastor Robin was here to discuss her China
= trip with the Faith-N-Friendship group last
;j month, she will again present her report on her
China trip on Sunday morning March 1 at
\

10:00am in the Fellowship Room. Please join
her as she shares her amazing trip with us.
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Ladies, Young Ladies & Girls Invited to a Victorian

Saturday, May 2, 2009

I n honor of Graceb6s 100t h
planned for Saturday, May 2, beginning at 12:00noon. The
event will include a visit with an authentic Victorian Etiquette
specialist and two Etiquette helpers in training. A scrump-
tious tea with a delightful array of desserts is planned. En-
tertainment for this gracious event will be a variety of dance
demonstrations and a musical trip down memory lane. Only
ladies, young ladies, girls and little girls of all ages are in-
vited. Ticket prices are $10 for adults and $5 for girls under
twelve. Mark your calendars; this is an occasion no one
should miss. The sponsors of the tea are Sue Jacobson,
Doris Nelson, Marlene Fenske, Dorothy Stein, Jonnae
Benzel, Bea Stange and Jean Jeske. Anyone who would
like to help them with the Victorian Tea is welcome to join
the group. Call Jean 630-469-6372 for the date of the next
meeting.

A

Weeks of February 22 and March 1, 2009

Your Help is Needed:
During this transition period at Grace everyone's help is
needed to make sure everything gets handled as smoothly
and as efficiently as possible. We all need to help and sup-
port one another. Our dedicated staff is at the heart of most
of the activities that happen at Grace. We have come to de-
pend on them to meet all our requests and help with the day
to day activities of our church. If the staff makes a request of
us please make every effort to respond back to them in a
timely fashion with the information they need. We all know
what a vital link they are in our Grace family and what a
blessing they are to our church.

Laugh out Loud
Ever get tired of seeing and hearing and reading
news? | canét stand i
bad news (unless you

bad
itos

kids? Theydbve probably eaten
have because we didndét have
What does this say? That e o

recessi on; any of these h
you drove without someone speeding around because i

beeping at you because yolu ¢
turned green? Oh, and herebs
to get that promotion at wor
vacation, and | d&m never goin
Tean anything. 1 d6m not goo e
happen to me. Itds enough |to

. But in the midst of wanting to. slap someone upside
1h'%a\d,vlesévf aap{r&éram fh whithCtte host & the g:gg?am'msént
taking a daily medicine. | had my finger on the remote, two se
from switching programs when | heard him mention laughter
the daily medicine. How a daily dose of laughter can ease me
the every day symptoms we all go through like the negativity,
tience and depression. | sat and wondered how many people a
do laugh on a daily basis anymore, or even once a week. My
ness, even God laughs. (But the Lord laughs at the wicked; f

knows their day is comiRgalm 37:13NIV). So | figure if we rea
Godds Word and believe i nl Hi
worries which will free us up to promote more laughter in our

Besides, laughter is God given. And if God can laugh, | think w
too.
Sandra SteinPenny Thoughts
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Weeks of February 22 and March 1,
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Week of February 22nd Founders Day Service
Sun2/22 8:30am  Choir Rehearsal
9:00am  Worship (Founders Day)
10:00am Brunch & Silent Auction (gym)
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Mon 2/23 10:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Ed (Matthew)
Tues 2/24 7:30am  Construction Meeting
7:30pm  Dartball (away)
Wed 2/25 Ash Wednesday
7:15am  Bible Study

Noon, 6pm, 7:30pm Services
(Soup at all services)

12 noon Faith-N-Friendship Lunch
Thur2/26 7:00p0m  Choir Rehearsal (New Time)
Week of March 1st Stewardship Sunday
Sun3/1  830am  Choir Rehearsal
9:00am  Worship (G.Y.M.)
10:00am Sunday School, Adult Ed
11:00am  Worship in Fellowship Room
Mon 3/2  10:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm  Adult Ed (start NEN)
Tues 3/3 7:30am Construction Meeting
7:30pm  Dartball (home)
Wed3/4 7:15am  Bible Study
12 noon Lenten Lunch (NEN)
5:30-6pm WOW Dinner
6-7:30pm WOW Activities
6-7:30pm 8th gr. Presentations to class
7:00pm  Property Meeting
Thur3/5 5:30pm  PADS at 1st Pres. Church
6:30pm PMC Meeting
7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal (New Time)

Senior Services Monday Friday 9:00an1:00pm

Food Pantry Tuesday & Fridag®am, Bpm
Tuesday Evening 59130pm

Thursday-2 pm

Remember in Prayer:
We celebrate with George Rabe on his 90th
birthday Friday Feb. 6; All those in need of
healing and wholeness; All those who mourn
the loss of a loved ones; Virginia Wall visited
this week.

Date Attendance Offering

Regular  Capt.Campgn
02/01 9 & 11 ami130 4342
02/08 9 &11amill3 9490 6951

Lenten Reflections on Our
Environment

The Green Grace Team invites those
who wish to receive a daily environ-
mentally friendly devotional for Lent
through email to sign up at http://
www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/
Justice/Advocacy/Issues/Environment-and-Energy/Lenten-
Reflections.aspx, or email Sia-milknhonee77@yahoo.com.
This 40-day ELCA Lenten reflection series will offer a holis-
tic approach to how we live as earthly companions, combin-
ing Godds caring
the physical universe. Each email emphasizes individual
and communal solutions, resources for further learning and
suggestions for how to act or become more educated. This
is a limited subscription; the first email will arrive on Ash
Wednesday, and the last email will arrive Easter Sunday.

rel ati onshji

The Counters need your help!
The 8:00 am counting team is looking for help @@
other Monday morning at 8:00, they count th¢
Grace received duri nf {
offering. It is a very simple task and no previou-
experience is necessary. If you can count the money
in your wallet, you can do this job. It does require steady atten

every other Monday morning, although subs are easily available wh&vorship service; guest preacher Bishop Wayne Miller; ir]

needed. It usually takes about 45 minutes to complete the enti
This is a valuable service to the church in that it provides a pr
timely summary for the bookkeeping of collections and the p
which they are to be used. If you think you might be intereste
with this function, please call Paula Ortmar868083Q for more
information.

urposeshionothy Botts commemorative artwork.
d Qlf'e@g}%inue to give your thoughts and ideas to the Centenfial

Centennial Update

1) Look for a new form in GTY for reporting volunteer hour
those in need. Remember to record and hand in your hg

518hs @NJo dF FMNIEYESH
CENTENNIAL MISSION FUND.

&)ceBe sure to attend the Februayy2® U N D E ReSentD A

envel o

taskf the Centennial Hymn; Sunday School sponsored BRY

helpin
Lrs.

pes
0

roduct
NCH &

pt aBHENT AUCTION; preorder sales of Centennial shirts ghd

Committee.
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CENTENNIAL CONNECTIONS

The following are excerpts from three emails we recently
received from former member, Ronald Harman.

My name is Ronald Harman (son of former pastor

Car | Har man) é Much of my <ch
spent there, living in the parsonage at 497 Forest Avenue.
My father was the pastor from 1942-1956. | was there in
Glen Ellyn in 2000 for the 50th year celebration of the Glen-
bard High School class of 1
school teacher for 43 years before my retirement in 2007, 36
of those years as a principal. | taught in Springfield and Dan-
ville, IL and Fort Wayne, IN, and 32 years here at Christ Lu-
theran in Phoenixé. the "pa
was really the first building actually built by Grace Congrega-
tion. The old wooden church sanctuary on the corner of For-
est and Pennsylvania was purchased by the congregation
from the First Congregational Church (probably called First
UCC now). The present church property consisted of the
parsonage, right on the corner of Forest and Pennsylvania,
an old barn toward the southeast corner of the property, and
many burr oak trees everywhere. In fact, when the Parish
Hall was built, the most beautiful oak tree had to be cut
down. What a shame! However, you can imagine that the
congregation was really happy to have the Parish Hall.

| just spoke to my sister Carol, who lives in Valparaiso, IN.

If it's possible for you to do so, she would like to receive
GRACE TO YOU. Her address is:

Carol Bornholt, 657 Meadow Lane,
Valparaiso, Indiana 46385.

Ron can be reached at: ronaldharman@cox.net

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn

West Conferencletropolitan Chicago Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania
Glen Ellyn fligais 60137
2N I peggac T C e was
Fax: 63@691561

www.graceglenellyn.org

' BN Alreﬁl ﬁe?angberef IEr}1trérimaPasl'tour,to#icee'rx_aL'/n
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinate89@883 office x 10
Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator
i sh hal |l " 7%9@9862pofficell® i n 1952 an
Brenda Cier o, Chrild1dr e n 6 s
Cathy Milleville, Parish NurseQ®®A office x 13
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Mus36,/453
Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselet5848
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teach&5%%3
Grace Information Hotline, office x 20

|l dhood

Church office hours
MThur. 9:30ardipm
Friday9:30armoon

Roof over Parish Hall is going up
Windows are going in

Elevator equipment is here

Dry wall is being put in downstairs.

%
O
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Abraham Lincoln: A Christian Perspective

By: Pastor Allen

As we celebrate the history of the 100" anniversary year here at Grace Lutheran Church, there are many other anniversaries
of events and people that are being observed as well. This month, in particular, focuses on the 200" anniversary of the
birthday of one of our greatest U.S. presidents, Abraham Lincoln. Special coins and stamps are being issued along with
numerous celebrations depicting various aspects of our 16" President.

As | reflect on all the various things being written and said about Mr. Lincoln, | was most interested in one of the on-going
discussions about the religious beliefs of this great leader. Many people, including family, friends, critics, and scholars, spoke
and wrote about whether or not Abraham Lincoln could be considered a true Christian.

Part of the ambiguity surrounding this debate was the fact that Lincoln never made a public confession of his faith on a
regular basis. While there are individuals who have claimed to hear him make such utterances in private, there are an equal
number of confidantes who have disputed such claims.

Itis true that in Springfield at the First Presbyterian Church, on the northwest corner of Seventh and Capitol Streets, and in
Washington D.C., at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church, 1313 New York Avenue NW, the Lincolns rented pews. In
Springfield, Mr s . Lincoln was more in attendance than her
sought the comfort of religion more frequently during the throes of the American Civil War. The Rev. Dr. Phineas Gurley,

pastor at the New York Avenue Presbyterian, was said to have been a spiritual advisor to Mr. Lincoln.

Yet there is this distance that Lincoln maintained in his office as Chief Executive of the country in his speeches and appear-
ances between his personal convictions of faith and his public pronouncements. There is no doubt that Lincoln was familiar
with the content of the Bible, and quotes from his most famous writings and orations are filled with many scriptural refer-
ences. However, there is a dimension to Abraham Lincoln that shied away from any direct declaration of doctrine or faith in
the civic forum.

There is a story of Lincoln, earlier in life, attending a rousing tent revival, being led by a political opponent for Congress,
Peter Cartwright. During the meeting, Preacher Cartwright challenged people to either stand up as true Christians deter-
mined to go to heaven or stand up as people determined to go to hell. Since Lincoln sat through both urgings, Cartwright

closed in on him, saying: i Mr . Lincoln, you have not expre
where you do plan to go?0 to which Lincoln replied: il did
ask, I owi |1 reply with equal candor . I intend to go to Con
But perhaps more telling is another occasion on which Pres

ide. o0 The president responded by

t hat the Lord is on our s
[

anxi ety and prayer that and this nation should be on the

Probably the two most i mpacting events on Abraham Lincol nd
tion and loss of life and the personal tragedy on February 20, 1862, when his eleven year old son, Willie Lincoln, died in the

White House. There are many examples in his own writings when Lincoln reflected spiritually on these two emotional

burdens.

I n reference to the war, Lincoln said: AThe wil/l of Gdahd pr
the will of God. Both may be, and one must be, wrong. God cannot be for and against the same thing at the same time. In
the present civil war it is quite possible that Goddabdsyetpur p

the human instrumentalities, working just as they do, are of the best adaptation to effect His purpose. | am almost ready to
say that this is probably trued that God wills this contest, and wills that it shall not end yet. By his mere great power, on the
minds of the now contestants, He could have either saved or destroyed the Union without a human contest. Yet the contest

began. And, having begun He could give the final wvictory t
With regard to his sonds death, Lincoln opined these thoug
him home. Il know that he is much better off in heaven. o

And so we see a complicated man who treaded carefully between his daily life and his spiritual experience. Abraham Lincoln
is a well-sewn patch in the fabric of American history. He is equally knitted together with the Christian faith, but perhaps in a
much more subtle manner that is not easily apparent to the human eye.

Let us pray. Almighty God, we give you thanks for leaders in our nation who have guided us through the treacherous storms
of history and landed us safely on shore to live in peace and harmony. Especially do we express our deep gratitude for the
life and service of Abraham Lincoln. We continue to commend our nation to your merciful care. May your Holy Spirit continue
to inspire others to be wise and just rulers; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



