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GGRACE TO YOURACE TO YOU  
Proclaim, Build, and Serve 

Embraced by Grace  

While some costs are still outstanding, the total cost of the project should be within a percent or two of the $3.5 million ap-
proved by the congregation. Thank you to the Construction team for their efforts! 

When we began the project we were approved for a loan of $1.8 million by the ELCA's Mission Investment Fund. To avoid 
borrowing more than this we need to collect between $60,000 – 70,000 of pledged dollars by mid-June. This is a challenge 
but an achievable goal given that we still have about $600,000 in pledges outstanding. The more funds collected between 
now and mid-June means our mortgage will be lower and so will our monthly payments which will begin at that time. 

It is estimated that our monthly mortgage payments will be between $11-12,000 per month. This means we all need to be 
deliberate about our support for the capital campaign by making monthly or quarterly contributions. This is because capital 
campaign funds will be funding the mortgage payments.  Thank you for you continued support. 

Congregational Meeting Wrap Up  

New Council Members Elected 
 

Nominating Committee members Bruce Lantz, Robin Hulshizer and Charley Stange presented a slate for the following new 
Council members:  Joe Jacobo, Charlie Ortmann, Bonnie Paganis and Lois Pertle for two-year terms. Dana Ruecker* and 
Rodger Plant were also nominated and elected for one-year high school terms.  
 

Officers for the congregation for 2008-09 will be:  
President: Andy Swiston  Vice President: Eva Holzapfel  Treasurer: Joe Jacobo   Secretary: Shari Ruecker 
 

Outgoing members of the Council are: Matt Fenske, Vince Hardt, Diane Plant and Nancy Lantz.   
Other Council members continuing their terms are: Jeff Nelson, Karen Kregor, Ken Frank, Mark Danly and Tom Puntel.   
Thank you to outgoing, incoming, and continuing Council members.  We appreciate your devoted service to Grace! 
 

* Dana will be replaced on the Council by her sister Erin after Erin is confirmed this May. 

Call Committee Update 
  

The Grace Call Committee is progressing to the next step in our call process. We have received three candidate names 
from the Chicago Metro Synod office, and after reviewing their paperwork, have scheduled the first interview with all three 
candidates. Once the first round of interviews is done, we will evaluate all three to determine who we would like to go and 
hear preach and set up times for a second interview. Each interview is approximately two hours and the committee also 
schedules additional meetings for evaluation and review at each step along the way. 
 

Please keep the call committee in your prayers as they continue the process of searching for a new spiritual leader for our 
congregation. Thank you. 
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Construction Update 
The Parking Lot is being paved 
The Narthex is being carpeted  

The washrooms are operational 

The trim work has begun 
The heating and cooling systems are being completed 

Have an hour on Monday mornings free?  Come help us count! 
 

The 8:00 am counting team is looking for help.  Every other Monday morning at 8:00, they count the money Grace 

received during that week and at Sunday’s offering.  It is a very simple task and no previous experience is necessary.  

If you can count the money in your wallet, you can do this job.  It does require steady attendance 

every other Monday morning, although subs are easily available when needed.  It usually takes 

about 45 minutes to complete the entire task.  This is a valuable service to the church in that it 

provides a prompt and timely summary for the bookkeeping of  collections and the purposes for 

which they are to be used.  If you think you might be interested in helping with this function, 

please call Paula Ortmann at 630-858-0231 for more information. 

Lasagna Take Out 
Thank you to everyone who purchased lasagna to support 

our Sr. High youth going to the ELCA Youth Gathering. 

The final numbers are not in yet, but it appears we made 
around $650! Thank you to Rick Johnson for his expertise 

in the kitchen and his donation of the ground beef, and to 

our volunteers: Stacy Wagner, Sarah and Andy Ross, Han-
nah Nelson, Monica Mitchell, Judy Wagner, Rodger and 

Diane Plant, Pr. Allen, and Barbara Sudds.  The youth 

would also like to thank Karen and Will Collins for baking 

and donating the cookies, and to Carol Asselmeier for pur-
chasing the supplies and organizing the entire event. 

Shop & Share at Jewel Food Stores 
Please shop at Jewel, any Jewel, May 4-6, May 18-20, 

and June 1-3, to support our Sr. High Youth.  Present the 

coupons found on the insert to the cashier when you 
check out.  Coupons may be duplicated and distributed to 

your family and friends. 

Dominickôs Fresh  

Values Card 
This is a reminder that we participate in 
the E-Scrip program which provides money to our youth 
group.  When you shop at Dominick’s and present your 
Fresh Values card at check out, a percentage of your 
purchase goes to the youth group.  We have been in 
the program for just one year and have earned $350 
from Dominick’s.  If you haven’t done so, please make 
your shopping count and register your Fresh Values 
card number with Barbara Sudds. 

Into Africa 
With the endorsement of the Outreach Team, Pastor Robin Currie will represent Grace in 

South Africa from June 24 to July 8. During that time she will visit Kelly Schumacher who 

will be concluding her year long mission work in August, and work for a week with the  

coordinators of the Youth Mission activity in South Africa based in Pietermaritzburg. To 

read more about the work young adults are doing in South Africa, see the Outreach bulletin 

board or go to http://elcamud.blogspot.com/. Sunday School and WOW kids are collecting pennies from now 

until May 17 to kick a soccer ball all the way to kids who play soccer in South Africa! 

Treasurer's Report from Andy Swiston 
 

The 2008 Income Statement and Balance Sheet were 
presented at the congregational meeting.  We ended 2008 
approximately $36,000 short of expenses.  2009 has a 
more realistic budget - approximately $20,000 less than 
2008.  However, we need to keep in mind that once a new 
pastor accepts the call to be our next spiritual leader in the 
near future, the figures in the 2009 budget will need to be 
adjusted to his or her needs.  This will probably include an 
increase over the salary package of an interim, because it 
will include such things as a housing provision that will 
support a permanent residence for the new pastor and his 
or her household. 
 
There is some concern that we typically start off the year 
with expenses outpacing income but so far this year we 
are about $19,000 behind in income.  We will post actual 
income, actual expenses and required income regularly in 
GTY to help keep everyone aware of our ongoing financial 
condition. 
 

We thank and praise God for all that each of you continue 
to generously give to this effort. 

javascript:pop_win ('http://shop.safeway.com/corporate/dominicks/app.pdf', '');
http://elcamud.blogspot.com/


Building Usage Grace Events  
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Senior Services  Monday - Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 
 
Food Pantry   Tuesday & Friday 9-11am, 1-3pm 
  Tuesday Evening 5pm-6:30pm 
  Thursday 1-3 pm 

Week of May 3rd    
Sun 5/3 8:30am  Choir Rehearsal  
 9 & 11am Worship  
 10:00am Sunday School, Adult Ed 
 10:00am  Sr. High Plant & Bake Sale  
  1:00pm Crop Walk kick off 
   

Mon 5/4 10:30am Staff Meeting 
 7:00pm Adult Ed (Matthew) 
  

Tues 5/5 7:00pm Calendar Planning Meeting  
  

Wed 5/6 7:15am Bible Study 
 4:30-5:30 Practice for Youth Sunday  
 7:00pm Property meeting 
 

Thur 5/7 6:30pm PMC meeting 
 7:00pm Choir Reh.   
Sat 5/9 8-12pm Church Cleaning 
 12-5pm Karen Lilly piano recital (gym)  

Week of  May 10th  
 

Sun 5/10 8:30am  Choir Rehearsal  
 9 & 11am  Worship  
 10:00am Sunday School, Adult Ed 
 10:00am Executive Comm. meeting 
   

Mon 5/11  10:30am Staff Meeting 
 7:00pm Finance Meeting 
 7:00pm Adult Ed (Matthew)  
  

Wed 5/13 7:15am Bible Study 
 4:30-5:30 Practice for Youth Sunday  
 

Thur 5/14 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
Sat 5/16 12-4pm Church Cleaning 
   Patti Lewis off 5/15 to 5/17 

Remember in Prayer:  

Ingrid Stein, Sandy Stein’s mother-in-law hos-

pitalized for multiple tests; Members visited 

this week Carol Frazier and Bernie Arendt - 

they both send greetings to their friends at Grace. 

 Date                       Attendance  Offering 
     Regular Capt.Campgn 
 04/12    9 & 11am 280 11,618 11,420 
 04/19    9 & 11am 125 3,360  
The offering income needed each Sunday to meet our 

budget is $7,500.00 

Worship on Sunday, May 31 
in the Sanctuary 

  

We are planning to be back in the 
sanctuary to celebrate Pentecost 
and to confirm our youth on Sunday, 
May 31 at 9am.  
How exciting is that!!!!! 
 

We will need to do some "straightening up" in order to 
make this happen. We have hired John Doty's cleaning ser-
vice, Vanguard, to help with some of the heavy cleaning but 
we will still have to dust, straighten and return items to their 
proper place. This is your big chance to see the results of 
our renovation before the public!  We are dividing this pro-
ject into manageable sections. The main level of the church 
which includes the sanctuary, the narthex and the sacristy 
will be the first to be cleaned so that we can get back into 
our beautiful sanctuary for worship. We need everyone's 
help! 
 

We have scheduled two dates to begin the cleaning: Satur-
day, May 9 from 8 am-12 noon; and Saturday, May 16 
from 12 noon-4 pm. If you can't come on either day but 
would still like to help, contact Eva Holzapfel at 
heva690@aol.com or 630-231-1276. There may be addi-
tional projects that can be done on alternate days.   
 

If you can bring a bucket, sponge, cleaning cloths, cleaner 
or a shop vac that will help. Become part of the “White 
Glove Team.”  Everyone is welcome!!!! 

Our Mission at Grace:  
Proclaim, Build & Serve! 

             CPR Available for Everyone 
CPR Anytime is a do-it-yourself program de-

signed by the American Heart Association to en-

able more people to become CPR educated. 

They want as many people as possible trained in 

this life saving technique and have created this 

program to do so. It is  a DVD lead program that 

you can check out from the Parish Nurse and take 

home to watch and practice. It teaches both adult 

and child CPR and choking. It is very easy to do 

and I encourage  everyone to take advantage of 

this program. Please contact Cathy Milleville Par-

ish Nurse to check out the kit or if you have any 

questions. 

mailto:heva690@aol.com


Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn 
 

West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

Office: 630-469-1555 
Fax: 630-469-1561 

www.graceglenellyn.org 
 

Allen Belanger, Interim Pastor, office x17 
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinator, 668-8929, office x10 

Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator 
 790-9862, office x16 

Brenda Ciero, Childrenôs Coordinator, 858-7181  
Cathy Milleville, Parish Nurse, 653-0957, office x13 
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Music, 553-3671 

Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselor, 668-4594 
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teacher, 653-5538   

Grace Information Hotline, office x20 
 

Church office hours 
M-Thur.  9:30am-4pm 
  Friday 9:30am-noon 

Summer Office Hours May 26, to Sept 8 
M-Thur. 9:30am-noon 

Fridayð CLOSED 
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SAVE the DATE:   Saturday July 4th  

 

We need you to join Glen Ellyn's 4th of July parade this year to celebrate our centennial! 
 

In honor of our 100 years, we are looking to have 100 people represent Grace Lutheran Church of Glen 

Ellyn in the parade. This is a great   opportunity to reach out to our community and share the power of 

Grace while collecting food for the pantry during the traditional shopping cart brigade. 
 

All ages are welcome, including our V.I.P.s (seniors) of Grace. We will have a vehicle for V.I.Ps to sit in 

comfort and for our children to sit in safety. 
 

We realize many people have their own special traditions for the 4th, but we're hoping you will consider a new tradition at least for this 

year.  100 marchers will be a challenge but it will also be a lot of fun.  Please save the date and join the Marching 100 from Grace! 

Sign up on the MARCHING 100 board at church. 
 

Also, SAVE the DATE of Saturday June 27th as Grace will have an entry in the famous Glen Ellyn Cardboard Boat Regatta! We will 
have a special cheering section down by Lake Ellyn to support the boat's quest to make it across and back. Those interested in  helping 

to build the winning cardboard boat should see the contact information on the Celebration board at church. 

Graduate Info Being Collected 
  

Our Youth Sunday celebration will take place on May 17 at 9 am.  At that time our youth 
will lead the church service, 5th graders will receive their Bibles, and our graduates and Sun-
day School Teachers will be honored.  If you have a high schooler graduating this spring, 

please let us know from what school and what their plans are next.  Do you have a recent college, trade school 
or military service graduate?  Let us know so that we can celebrate with you.  Please contact Barbara Sudds at 
bsudds@graceglenellyn.org with that information.  Thank you! 

CENTENNIAL CALENDAR 

 
MAY  

 17 Sunday  Youth Sunday 

 31 Sunday  Pentecost; Confirmation Sunday 
 

JUNE 
 21 Sunday  Pastor Rod Broker  

 27 Saturday    Cardboard Boat Regatta 
 

JULY  
 4 Saturday  Parade  (Full Grace Participation) 

 12 Sunday  Pastor Tom Strieter  
 

AUGUST    

         Date TBD     3K Family and Pet Walk 
 23 Sunday  Pastor Steve Srock 
 

SEPTEMBER  
 Date TBD  Singing Men of Oak Brook Concert 

 13 Sunday  Rally Day; Pastor Robin Currie  

 19 Saturday  Centennial Golf Event 

 

OCTOBER   
         Date TBD  Anniversary Harvest Fest 

 25 Sunday  Pastor John Roth 
 

NOVEMBER 
 14 Saturday  Anniversary Banquet 

 27 Friday  Chili Supper 

mailto:bsudds@graceglenellyn.org
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Thoughts on Motherôs Day    
 

By Pastor Allen 
 

One of the most cherished holidays in our nationôs history is Motherôs Day. Like so many other special days, Motherôs Day has a fasci-
nating origin and is connected to some religious roots as well as secular ones. So itôs good to learn about those who really were re-
sponsible for the advent of honoring motherhood in our country. 
 

To begin with, Motherôs Day started out as an ancient celebration of deities in Greece (the goddess Rhea) and Rome (the goddess 
Cybele). Both were considered the mother of the other gods.  
 

In ancient Christianity, the early church commemorated the 4th Sunday in Lent to be in honor of Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Soon it ex-
panded into recognizing all mothers. Many Christian feast days developed in opposition to the pagan feasts. 
 

In England, around the 1600ôs, the day to honor all mothers became known as ñMothering Dayò. Again, much of the celebration of 
motherhood took place in churches. 
 

When Motherôs Day came to the United States, it first was introduced as a day of peace. Julia Ward Howe, author of the ñBattle Hymn 
of the Republicò, became the moving force behind this attempt to inspire mothers to fight for world peace. It grew from Howeôs horror 
over the carnage that had taken place in the American Civil War and later the Franco-Prussian conflict. The celebration culminated in 
the issuing of a proclamation in 1870 and soon was recognized in 18 different cities around the country. Within ten years, however, the 
movement failed to generate lasting support. 
 

Despite Howeôs failed attempt to establish a permanent day for mothers, one of the places that held a celebration was in West Virginia. 
A group of women led by Anna Reeves Jarvis adapted Howeôs day of peace to what they called Motherôs Friendship Day. This was a 
day set aside to bring families from opposite sides of the Civil War to reconcile their differences as the nation sought to heal its wounds 
also. Mrs. Jarvis also had worked tirelessly to tend to wounded victims of the war while tending to her own family as a parent. 
 

When she became ill and unable to work, her daughter, Miss Anna Jarvis, cared for her until her motherôs death in 1905. Two years 
later, the younger Anna sought to establish a day to honor mothers; she felt that women did not have special days of recognition com-
pared to those set aside fro men. On May 10, 1908, on the third anniversary of her motherôs passing, Anna Jarvis convinced her 
motherôs church in Grafton, West Virginia to hold a special worship service to commemorate her mother and othersô mothers, both liv-
ing and dead.  
 

Through her efforts and those of the Methodist Episcopal Church Conference, state legislatures were approached to establish a holi-
day on the 2nd Sunday in May. Within a few short years, all of the states of the Union had passed laws establishing a Motherôs Day. 
From the state governments, the movement for a national Motherôs Day soon built momentum in both houses of Congress. This re-
sulted in 1913 with a resolution asking President T. Woodrow Wilson to issue a proclamation that henceforth Motherôs Day would be 
officially observed every second Sunday in May each year. 
 

Ironically, as Motherôs Day became more commercialized in the years following, Anna Jarvis protested against excesses of flowers, 
candy, and greeting cards being sold on this day which she had labored to establish. In fact in the year of 1948 prior to her own death, 
Anna Jarvis became poor, blind, and childless. Even though she had been arrested for disturbing the peace at such places as flower 
shops, it was a business group known as the Floristôs Exchange that paid for her care in the end. 
 

While Motherôs Day and its principal founder were at odds at the time of her demise, we in the church still take time to honor mothers, 
living and dead. Carnations which were the favorite flower of Anna Reeves Jarvis continue to be the most popular floral piece worn on 
this special day (red, for mothers living; white, for those in memoriam). So, despite the exploitation of this day in some circles, Motherôs 
Day in the church can still be said to be in keeping with the concept that Anna Jarvis originally envisioned. 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of motherhood. Whether there are birth mothers, adoptive mothers, foster 
care mothers, godmothers, or those who fulfill the role of mothering through other means, bless all these women who take on this re-
sponsibility with commitment and utmost sincerity and love. Be present to those who have never experienced the embrace of a mother, 
those who care for aging or ailing mothers or those who mourn the loss of their mothers. Let your Holy Spirit provide comfort and con-
solation to all in a motherly way; through Jesus Christ who cared for his mother and who, with you and the Holy Spirit, are one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 


