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Pentecost & Holy Trinity  
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GGRACE TO YOURACE TO YOU  
Proclaim, Build, and Serve 

Confirmation 2009  

The 8th grade confirmation students participated 
in the ribbon-cutting ceremony and then led the 
congregation into the sanctuary.  At the baptismal 
font they received a symbolic shell while their 
faith statements were read. Later in the service 
they were joined by their families for affirmation of 
baptism and later for communion.  A cake and 
punch reception hosted by the 7th grade students 
and their families was held after worship, where 
the students' secret prayer partners were  
revealed. Thanks to all who participated with this 
year's confirmation program! 

2009 Confirmation Class: Front - Corinne Loftus, Bethany Fos-
ter, Erin Ruecker, Laura Quinlivan; Back - Charlie Asselmeier, 
Mark Sudds, Garrett Lantz, Will Foster 

Grace Members Return to Sanctuary with Song & Praise!  
  

After a year of construction and several years of  
planning and prayer, the members of Grace returned  
to the sanctuary and new spaces on Sunday, May 
31!  The celebration began with unveiling of the new 
cornerstone at the front door and a blessing of the  
cornerstone and building by Pr. Allen, followed by  
cutting of a red (Pentecostal) ribbon by Council  
President Andrew Swiston.  The ribbon was held by 
Howard Bruning, an 81-year member of Grace who 
has been actively involved with upkeep of our facilities 
for many years, and Chuck Miller, a 70-year member 
and chairman of the Centennial Committee.  The happy 
group processed into the sanctuary while singing along 
with a Dixieland version of "When the Saints Go  
Marching In."   
  
Article continues on page 2. 

Pr. Allen and the Confirmands look on while Andy Swiston cuts 
the ribbon to officially open our new building! 
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A Little Note From the Parish Nurse...  

Walgreen's Take Care Clinic offers free services for 
anyone 19 years and over and their families if they 
lost their job in March 2009 or after. They have to be 
getting unemployment.  Also, Meijer Pharmacies are 
offering some antibiotics free of charge with prescrip-
tion. Check your local Meijer store. 

Thank you to Circle of Care cooks who have helped 
out members this past month. Delicious meals were 
made by Susan Jacobson, Jean Jeske, Doris Nelson, 
Paula Ortmann, Marlene Fenske and Daina Ellerth. 
Grace has great cooks!! 

Thanks for the Clean Robes!  

Thanks to choir members Jan Miller and Dorothy 
Stein who washed all 60 choir robes and stoles 
in time for our grand re-entry!  Jan and Dorothy 
found a wonderful friend at the Wheaton Super 
Wash Coin Laundry, Mr Hosang Jang. He wel-
comed them, loaded the large washers, then the 
dryers and even helped load the van with 60 
clean robes and stoles. The robes have recov-
ered after construction dust and now hang ready 
for action in the choir room!  

Grace Members Return to Sanctuary with Song & Praise!  
Continued from page 1.  

A HUGE amount of thanks goes out to:   
  
Russ Nelson , who coordinated the design and construction effort since we 
started with a facility study in 2003. 
Barbara Sudds , who joined in with the team as an invaluable staff contact 
when construction began last summer. 
Dominic LoGalbo, who was extremely helpful in the design phase.  
Leigh McMillen, who acted as a construction consultant, helping to keep  
everything on schedule.  
Paula Kregor , who has done an outstanding job of maintaining the finances of 
the capital campaigns entirely separate from the general operating funds and 
investing our pledges since 2003 to the tune of over $160,000! 
Eva Holzapfel , who led the transition efforts both out of the old space and back 
into the new with style and smiles. 
Tim Stephan , who provided enormous amounts of financial expertise and analysis to be sure we made wise 
and informed decisions. 
Carol Asselmeier , who organized the Steering Committee and communicated with the congregation along 
the way. 
Pr. Robin Currie , who kept our vision in focus and provided us with a spiritual roadmap to get there.  
Pr. Allen Belanger , who maintained the vitality of our worship in the gym and led us back to the sanctuary 
with grace. 
 

The team leaders and members of the two capital campaigns:  "Grow with Grace" and "Embraced by Grace." 

Our dedicated staff that hung in there valiantly through the upheaval and dust over the past year. 

All members and friends of Grace who contributed resources, time, prayers and faithfulness that we would 
ultimately reach this goal! 

A formal dedication of our new spaces and open house to the public is scheduled for Oct. 11.  A dance will 
be held the night before in the gym.  A team is now forming for this fun-filled weekend!  Please stop by the 
Fellowship Room on Sun., June 14 immediately following the 9 am service for a brief introductory meeting. 

Visit with Pastor Rod Broker on June 21!  
Pr. Rod Broker will be our special guest preacher on Sunday, June 21.  Pr. Rod served at 
Grace from 1989 - 1998. Be sure to come that day to catch up with him!  



Building Usage  Grace Events  

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn  Grace to You Page 3  Weeks of June 14 & 21, 2009  

 

Senior Services  Monday - Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 
 

Food Pantry   Tuesday & Friday 9-11am, 1-3pm 
  Tuesday Evening 5pm-6:30pm 
  Thursday 1-3 pm 

Week of  June 14th  
Sun 6/14 9:00am  Worship  Service 
 10:00am  Dance/Dedication Meeting  
 7:00pm Mutual Ministry  
    

Mon 6/15  7:00pm Council Meeting  
 7:00pm Adult Ed (Matthew)  
  

Wed 6/17 7:15am Bible Study 
  
Fri 6/19 5-8pm Toy & Book Resale 
 
Sat 6/20 8-11am  Toy & Book Resale 
 10:30am-12pm 1st Communion Class 
 5:00pm Worship Service 
 
Week of June 21st  
 

Sun  6/21 9:00am   Worship Service (Pr. Rod Broker) 
 10:00am  Outreach Meeting  
 
Mon 6/22 7:00pm Adult Ed (Matthew)  
 
Wed 6/24 7:15am  Bible Study  
 6:30-8pm 1st Communion Class 
 
Sat 6/27 5:00pm Worship  
 
Sun 6/28 9:00am Worship (1st Communion)  

Remember in Prayer:  
Lilly and Abby Nelson now both home from 

NICU; Chris Lipke celebrating his 96th birth-

day May 21; All of our high school and col-

lege graduates; Carol Frazier who passed 

away May 19. 

 Date                       Attendance  Offering 
     Regular Capt.Campgn 
 05/24    9am only        89   2,215 19,864 
 05/31    9am only  249 10,613  
The offering income needed each Sunday to meet our 

budget is $7,500.00  

Giving vs Expenses Year to Date thru end of May:  

Actual income received thru May: $134,000 
Actual expenses thru May: $163,500 
Difference: -$29,500 
 

As you can see, for 2009, we      
currently have a deficit of $29,500 
thru the end of May. Note that these 
are actual giving and expenses as 

opposed to budgetary numbers. Used Toy & Childrenôs Book Sale Event!! 

Childrenôs Ministry will be 
sponsoring a used toy and 
childrenôs book sale open to 
the public.  This event will be 
held in the gym on Friday June 
19th, 5:00-8:00 p.m. and  
Saturday June 20th, 8:00 ï 
11:00 a.m.   We are hoping 
Grace families will make donations to this event.  
We ask that all toys are in good working  
condition with no broken or missing pieces and 
the books in good condition with no torn or 
missing pages.   We will be looking for  
volunteers to help sort, organize and price the 
donated items the week of June 15th.  We also 
need volunteers to help work the event.  We 
have already started accepting donations.  
Please contact Brenda Ciero to volunteer or 
with any questions. 

EBG Approaching June Goal!  
  
 April and May were successful months 
for the Embraced By Grace capital cam-
paign.  During those months we collected just 
over $52,000.  We are well on our way to 
meeting our short term goal of $75,000 before 
mid-June.  Remember, the more we collect in 
the coming weeks means we need to borrow 
less and therefore smaller mortgage payments 
going forward.  Every gift, regardless of size, 
makes a difference.  Thank you! 



Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn 
 

West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

Office: 630-469-1555 
Fax: 630-469-1561 

www.graceglenellyn.org 
 

Allen Belanger, Interim Pastor, office x17 
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinator, 668-8929, office x10 

Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator 
 790-9862, office x16 

Brenda Ciero, Childrenôs Coordinator, 858-7181  
Cathy Milleville, Parish Nurse, 653-0957, office x13 
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Music, 553-3671 

Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselor, 668-4594 
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teacher, 653-5538   

Grace Information Hotline, office x20 
 

Church office hours 
M-Thur.  9:30am-4pm 
  Friday 9:30am-noon 

Summer Office Hours May 26, to Sept 8 
M-Thur. 9:30am-noon 

Fridayð CLOSED 
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Be a part of Graceôs 

July 4th Celebration.  

Sign up on the 

ñMARCHING 100 

Boardò at church. We 

have 72 people need 28 

more.  
 

We need everyoneôs help to make 

this happen. Please sign up!  

CENTENNIAL CALENDAR 
JUNE 
21 Sunday Pastor Rod Broker -guest pastor 

27 Saturday    Cardboard Boat Regatta 
 

JULY  
4 Saturday Parade  (Full Grace Participation) 

12 Sunday Pastor Tom Strieter-guest pastor 
 

AUGUST    

Date TBD    3K Family and Pet Walk 

23 Sunday Pastor Steve Srock-guest pastor 
 

SEPTEMBER  
6  Sunday Baja Reunion; Pastor Bill McKay 

13 Sunday Rally Day; Pastor Robin Currie-guest pastor   

19 Saturday Centennial Golf Event 

 

OCTOBER   
10     Saturday Dinner-dance ñDancing Through the Decadesò 

11     Sunday Dedication of the new facility 

18     Sunday 3:00pm Singing Men of Oak Brook concert 

25     Sunday Pastor John Roth-guest pastor 
 

NOVEMBER 

8       Sunday 3:00pm Organ Blast  Eric Hallein guest organist 
27 Friday Chili Supper 

Over the coming weeks, the organ and its  

approximately 1,800 pipes will be cleaned and 

reinstalled by the Berghaus organ company. 

Dinner, Dance, and 
Dedication  

Scheduled for Fall  
  
 The Centennial Committee 
and Embraced by Grace Transition Team have 
put their heads together and come up with a 
great celebration for this fall! On Columbus 
Day weekend, October 10-11, Grace will host 
"Dancing Through the Decades" on Saturday 
night, complete with food, music, costumes,  
contests and lots of fun for the whole family. 
On Sunday, we will hold a formal dedication of 
our new building and will invite special  
dignitaries as well as the public to tour our 
building and celebrate  with us. Mark your  
calendars for this special event and tell your 
old Grace friends and family to mark theirs too! 
    A team is now forming to plan for this 
fun-filled weekend. Please stop by the  
Fellowship Room on Sunday, June 14  
immediately following the 9 am service for a 
brief introductory meeting. 

Score!   The kids of Grace collected 

$20 in pennies - that will buy two or 
three soccer balls in South Africa!   
Pr. Robin Currie will represent 
Grace in South Africa from June 24 
- July 8.  She will visit Grace      
missionary Kelly Schumacher and 
work for a week with youth missions 
in Pietermaritzburg.  Follow her journey at  
rcsouthafrica2009.blogspot.com.  
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Susanôs Beauty 
  
 Susan Boyle, does that name ring a bell? If it doesnôt, let me tell you a little bit about Susan. 
She entered the British version of Americaôs got talent called Britainôs got talent. During her audition, 
Susan walked out on stage, faced the judges and smiled as a few snickers came from the audience. 
Simon Cowell asked Susan her name and then her age, to which Susan replied, forty-seven. Then 
Simon proceeded to ask her what she wanted to do and Susan replied, ñI want to become a    pro-
fessional singer.ò The audience immediately broke into laughter as Simonôs jaw dropped open and 
then proceeded to roll his eyes.  
 I immediately felt for this woman because everyone laughed at her, they thought she was a 
joke. You see, this woman who wanted to be a professional singer wasnôt a young beautiful girl with 
a thin physique and long flowing hair. No, Susan was a plain looking forty-seven year old woman, 
who was a little overweight. And since she lacked the image everyone thought she should have to 
do what she wanted to do they mocked her. My initial thought was, she must be crushed inside but 
she held her ground, kept her poise and continued on. 
 The music started and Susan bravely began to sing. The song that bellowed out of this      
ordinary woman was simply and utterly astonishing. Simonôs jaw drops open again, but this time it is 
was out of pure awe. No one was laughing now, in fact, the audience started clapping. Then they 
started yelling and cheering and clapped even louder and by mid-song, the entire audience was on 
their feet urging Susan on. Nope, no one was laughing at her now. 
 As I watched this unfold, I was stunned at how quickly the people judged her by her outward 
appearance. Susan may not be beautiful on the outside but what she has on the inside simply      
radiates a beauty that is rarely equaled; an exquisite singing voice that touches your heart. Outer 
beauty rarely lasts, but inner beauty is a thing to behold. 
 Susan certainly had the last laugh as she easily made it to the finals. She became an         
immediate internet sensation and an overnight celebrity. During the semi-finals, Simon Cowell 
sheepishly admitted to Susan that she made him look stupid. (Hey, anyone who can make Simon 
look stupid gets a thumbs-up from me.) Susan didnôt win Britainôs got talent, (she came in second) 
but she sure proved that you canôt judge a book by its cover because thereôs more to it than what 
meets the eye. I think the next time I want to judge someone by the way they look; Iôll remember that 
this might just be another Susan waiting to have the last laugh. 
For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be 

measured to you. (Matthew 7:2NIV) 

Sandra Stein-Penny thoughts 

Shopping for a Victory!  
 Thank you to Andy Swiston and Jeff Nelson for spear-heading our efforts this year as Grace will 

have an entry in the 2009 Glen Ellyn Cardboard Boat Regatta! The Regatta will take place on  
Saturday, June 27 at noon on Lake Ellyn. Look out for the shopping cart boat built by the  
members of Grace! 
 We need your support on race day and before. On Saturday, June 27 come and cheer on our team 
as they  

paddle our shopping cart boat around the lake in search of victory!  We will have a spot set up to gather and  
enjoy fellowship and a potential trophy. One that we have won in the past and is ours to reclaim! 
 
If you are interested in helping build or row, please contact Andy Swiston via email:   
andrew.swiston@accenture.com or call 630/942-8677. 

mailto:andrew.swiston@accenture.com%20or%20call%20630/942-8677

