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Weeks of  June 28 & July 5, 2009 

Pentecost & Holy Trinity  

1085409– 13 

GGRACE TO YOURACE TO YOU  
Proclaim, Build, and Serve 

Next on the List:  Meshing Our New Facility with Ministry 
  

Now that our construction project is complete, it's time for us mesh our ministries with our upgraded  
facility!  Our Transition Team has developed a plan to evaluate each room to identify the function 
(practical as well as how it relates to our mission statement), room names, specific needs such as 
equipment or furniture, artwork, cleaning as well as priority of needs.  Separate teams of people have 
volunteered to review each room and make their initial recommendations by the July 13 Transition 
Team meeting.  A "room planning checklist" with a list of basic questions to be answered will be 
used for each room.  The rooms to be evaluated include: 
 
Lower Level: 
Youth Room - Barbara Sudds, Shari Ruecker & Youth 
Committee 
Sunday School Classrooms & 4 hallway closets -  
Brenda Ciero & Children's Ministry Team 
Storage Rooms - Bob Stein, Russ Nelson 
  
Main Level: 

Narthex - Cathy Milleville, Susan Jacobson,  
Shirley Sauerman 
Sacristy - Cyndy Drager 
Overflow Room- Cyndy Drager 
Nursery - Michele Fenske, Jenn Blazek, Kim Puntel 
Fellowship Room- Cyndy Drager, Susan Jacobson 
Pastor's Office (and other office transition) - Open 
Outside (signage, lighting, bell tower) -  
Eva Holzapfel, Jean Jeske, Susan Jacobson 
  
Second Level: 
Parlor - Vince Hardt, Susan Jacobson 
Music Room - Open 
Archive Area -Dorothy Stein, Jean Jeske 
 

Article continued on page 2.  

Overall: 

Artwork for narthex, hallways - Open 
Bulletin boards in Fellowship & Parish hall - Open 

The "Parlor" is just one of the rooms that will be  
evaluated re: function and needs.  Is it a conference 
room, chapel, reception room, all of the above?   What 
should it be called?  What furniture or equipment 
is required for these functions?  How will this room best 
serve our mission at Grace?  
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Next on the List:  Meshing Our New Facility with Ministry 
Continued from page 1.  

Funding for furniture, equipment, etc. will come from designated donations from individuals or families, 
memorials, and fundraisers.  Donation of furniture and equipment from members in the new areas may 
be appropriate but only if the donation fully meets the identified need as outlined in the room planning 
so that we can maintain consistency in equipping and decorating the building.  The Transition Team will 
also inventory what furniture and artwork we currently have to determine where it could be reused. 
 

Please contact Kenny Milleville at the church office 469-1555 or plewis@graceglenellyn.org to join any 

of these groups. Share your input and expertise! 

First Communion in the Summer 
By Pastor Allen ï June, 2009 

 A few months ago, I received a request from a parent inquiring about her child receiving first communion 
instruction this summer. After consulting with Brenda Ciero, our Childrenôs Ministry Coordinator at Grace, we  
surveyed other parents of children as to their interest in forming a summer class. We were delighted to discover 
that seven children were eager to take part in a class and worship service. They are: Danny Anderson & Hannah 
LoGalbo from the 1st grade; Joey Ciero, Quinlan Nelson, & Gweneth Ross from the 2nd grade; and Tommy 
Anderson & Cosmo Barrclough from the 3rd grade. 
 Each of these young Christians and a member of their family (parent or other) will have attended a  
preparation class on either Saturday, June 20, from 10:30am-12noon or Wednesday, June 24, from 6:30pm-
8:00pm here in the sanctuary of the church. The class would then receive their first communion on the 4 th  
Sunday after Pentecost (Time after Pentecost ï Lectionary 13), June 28, at 9:00am. 
 I remember that the Lutheran practice of offering first communion instruction prior to confirmation class 
was not the practice which was originally observed. For quite a while, one was confirmed before receiving their 
first communion. This was due to Dr. Martin Lutherôs emphasis on a young personôs discernment of the Lordôs 
Supper as being more likely at a later age. Because of this, the concept of first communion preceding  
confirmation was not promoted in the Lutheran practice of preparing a child for receiving the sacrament. 
 However, Christianity, before the Reformation, had encouraged the instruction of young children for  
receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion prior to what was then the Sacrament of Confirmation from the time 
of the 4th Lateran Council in 1215, A.D. This included both the Western Church (now Roman Catholic) and the 
Eastern Church (now Eastern Orthodox). It was believed that at the age of seven or later (due to the discretion of 
the priest) was a good age at which children would understand the Holy Communion doctrine and practice. It 
also gave the church a benchmark for involving a child in an important rite of passage as they could grow in faith 
and knowledge of Godôs presence in their lives and Godôs promises of guiding a godly life and guaranteeing 
eternal life.      
 As Catholics and Lutherans began a series of dialogues in the 1960ôs, three Lutheran denominations ï 
The American Lutheran Church (ALC), The Lutheran Church in America (LCA), and The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod (LC-MS) ï also began to re-examine their practices of communion and confirmation instruction. 
When the 1970ôs began, congregations from each denomination started to move toward a first communion  
curriculum that would provide for younger children to receive Holy Communion before they entered confirmation 
instruction. The leaders of the denominations, with the exception of the LC-MS, encouraged this trend. 
 By the time the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America emerged in the late 1980ôs, many of its  
congregations had already adopted policies to provide for first communion preparation and reception. Grace  
Lutheran Church also discerned this and decided to implement the practice of first communion prior to  
confirmation. And so, our 2009 summer class of young future communicants looks forward to that special day 
this month as God welcomes them to the Lordôs Table and they become a closer part of the communion of saints 
here at Grace Lutheran and throughout the Christian church. 

ELCA Youth Gathering ï Interest Area:  Literacy 
 Our youth will be supporting literacy projects in New Orleans that range from being trained and leading one-day 
reading fairs, cleaning up libraries, reading at preschools, advocating for libraries and books in communities of poverty, to 
supporting ESL (English as a Second Language) programs and much more.  The congregation can also support the project 
by bringing donations of school supplies to Grace to be placed in our collection box that will be taken to New Orleans or by 
ordering supplies at:  http://archive.elca.org/scriptlib/DS/giving/youthgiving_gift.asp 

mailto:plewis@graceglenellyn.org


Building Usage Grace Events  
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Senior Services  Monday - Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm 
 

Food Pantry   Tuesday & Friday 9-11am, 1-3pm 
  Tuesday Evening 5pm-6:30pm 
  Thursday 1-3 pm 

Week of  June 28th  
Sun 6/28 9:00am  Worship  Service 
   1st communion 
     

Mon 6/29  10:30am Staff Meeting 
 7:00pm Adult Ed (Matthew)  
  

Wed 7/1 7:15am Bible Study 
 7:00pm Property Meeting 
 
Thu 7/2 6:30pm PMC Meeting 
  
Sat 7/4   4th of July Parade 
   No Worship 
Week of July 5th 
 

Sun 7/5 9:00am Worship 
 
Mon 7/6   Office Closed   
 
Wed 7/8 7:15am  Bible Study  
 7:00pm Childrenôs Meeting 
 
Sat 7/11 5:00pm Worship  
 
Sun 7/12 9:00am Worship  
   Guest Pastor Strieter 
 10:00am Ex. Comm. Meeting 

Remember in Prayer:  
Joshua Dean doing well and cancer free six months 
after treatment; Our Confirmands and their families; 
Pastor Allen’s brother Dale Belanger recovering from 

a stroke; Mikayla Anne Gambill, Pastor Allen’s 
Granddaughter baptized June 14.  

 Date                       Attendance  Offering 
     Regular Capt.Campgn 
 06/7   9am only          112  5,351 39,410 
 06/14 9am only  122 4,890  
The offering income needed each Sunday to meet our 

budget is $7,500.00 

Giving vs Expenses Year to Date  
thru end of May: 

Actual income received thru May: $134,000 
Actual expenses thru May: $163,500 
Difference: -$29,500 
As you can see, for 2009, we currently have a deficit of 
$29,500 thru the end of May. Note that these are  
actual giving and expenses as opposed to budgetary 
numbers. Quilt Raffle Winner Announced! 

 

On Sunday, June 7 after worship Carol Asselmeier's 
name was drawn as winner of the handmade quilt 
made by Rodger and Jacob Plant's grandmother 
Earlene Haga.  Rodger and Jacob are raising funds 
to attend the Boy Scout National Jamboree in the 
summer of 2010. The boys raised a total of $346 in 
raffle ticket sales from Grace members as well as 
from their grandmother's church and friends.  They 
offered thanks to all for support of their endeavor 
and are looking forward to another raffle in coming 
months!  

Dance & Dedication Plans  
Underway! 

Volunteers are lining up to plan our  
special dance and dedication celebrations 
that will take place on Oct. 10-11 this fall! 
The introductory meeting was held on June 14 and  
attended by Karen Kregor, Jean Jeske, Eva Holzapfel, 
Jan & Chuck Miller, Michele & Matt Fenske, Daina 
Ellerth, Dorothy Stein and Carol Asselmeier.  As we 
progress the group will divide up to take on various 
tasks such as food and drink, decorations and  
entertainment on Saturday and dedication and open 
house activities on Sunday. The next meeting will take 
place after worship on Sunday, June 28. Please join us! 

SHOP & SHARE RESULTS 
The Sr. High Youth received two checks from 
Jewel-Osco totaling $105.33.  The May 4-6 period 
reflects 12 purchases for a total of $1,221.71 and 
the May 18-20 period reflects 7 purchases for a  
total of $884.82.  Thank you to Jewel-Osco for  
donating 5% of these purchases to us.  Thank you 
also to the members and friends of Grace for your 
participation in this program. 

Questions/Corrections on your first period giving 
statement?  If there were any errors or omissions 
on your April 30th giving statement please send an 
email to Patti Lewis at plewis@graceglenellyn.org and 
corrections will be made prior to the next statement 
printing.  Thank you. 

mailto:plewis@graceglenellyn.org


Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn 

West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 

Office: 630-469-1555 
Fax: 630-469-1561 

www.graceglenellyn.org 
 

Allen Belanger, Interim Pastor, office x17 
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinator, 668-8929, office x10 

Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator 
 790-9862, office x16 

Brenda Ciero, Childrenôs Coordinator, 858-7181  
Cathy Milleville, Parish Nurse, 653-0957, office x13 
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Music, 553-3671 

Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselor, 668-4594 
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teacher, 653-5538   

Grace Information Hotline, office x20 
 

Church office hours 
M-Thur.  9:30am-4pm 
  Friday 9:30am-noon 

Summer Office Hours May 26, to Sept 8 
M-Thur. 9:30am-noon 

Fridayð CLOSED 
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CENTENNIAL CALENDAR 

JULY  
4 Saturday Parade  (Full Grace Participation) 
12 Sunday Pastor Tom Strieter-guest pastor 
 

AUGUST    

Date TBD    3K Family and Pet Walk 
23 Sunday Pastor Steve Srock-guest pastor 
 

SEPTEMBER  
6  Sunday Baja Reunion; Pastor Bill McKay 
13 Sunday Rally Day; Pastor Robin Currie-guest pastor   
19 Saturday Centennial Golf Event 
 

OCTOBER   
10     Saturday Dinner-dance “Dancing Through the Decades” 
11     Sunday Dedication of the new facility 
18     Sunday 3:00pm Singing Men of Oak Brook concert 

25     Sunday Pastor John Roth-guest pastor 

 

NOVEMBER 
8       Sunday 3:00pm Organ Blast Eric Hallein guest organist 

27 Friday Chili Supper 

Thank you! 
 The Becky and Nick Nelson family (Ginny Stein's daughter) would like to thank all Grace members for their 
thoughts, cards, visits and meals since twin babies, Abby and Lilly, were born in early January (but due in  
April).  They are both home now and over 8 pounds each!  Unfortunately, because of their sensitive immune 
systems from being born prematurely they are not allowed to be around large groups of people and so won't be 
able to come to church for the time being.  We'll look forward to seeing them when the time is right! 

Are we ready? 
 This year the members of Grace are making important steps in implementing our Mission Statement of 
proclaiming Christ's message beyond the walls of our church. We are participating in several large events to let 
the community of Glen Ellyn know that our church is an energized and active part of the village. Grace will have 
an entry in the Cardboard Boat Regatta on June 27 and 100 of our members will be marching in the 4th of July 
Parade.  All of these activities are focused to make our presence in the community known and recognized and 
hopefully attract new members. 
 

What can you do to help? 
  

Wear your Centennial T-shirts to all these events.   
That will make a great impression with over 100 of our members in their T-shirts.   
You will become an Ambassador for Grace.   
Tell our story; tell your story of why you are a member. 

 
When new folks come to worship remember to: 

Warmly greet them and introduce yourself. 
Give them a brief history of Grace and its current missions. 
Have them sign the attendance booklet at the end of each pew. 
Give them a copy of the GTY that will be at the end of each pew. 
Introduce them to the Pastor. 
Make sure they get cookies. 
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Metropolitan Chicago Synod ï ELCA 
June 5-6, 2009 ï ñOne Lord. One Faith. One Baptism.ò 

22nd Annual Assembly Report 
By Pastor Allen 

 
 I was the clergy delegate from Grace Lutheran Church to attend this yearôs synod assembly at 
the Crowne Plaza OôHare Hotel, Rosemont, Illinois on June 5-6, 2009. The assemblyôs theme was: 
ñOne Lord. One Faith. One Baptism.ò Well over 400 voting delegates were present. The assembly  
re-elected Synod Vice President Nan Dahlke to another term while electing The Rev. Steven Srock 
(Bethany-Batavia) as Synod Secretary for a first term. 
 Two of the special guests to this assembly were the Right Rev. N.P. Phaswana, Bishop of the 
Central Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa and the Rev. Stephen Bouman, 
the new Executive Director, Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Mission, ELCA. On Friday, June 
5, Bishop Phaswana preached at the opening worship (sponsored by the Synod Anti-Racism Team) 
and led an assembly Bible study on Luke 24:13-35, The Road to Emmaus text. On Friday, June 5,  
Pastor Bouman preached at the afternoon service and on Saturday, June 6, he presented the ELCA 
churchwide report in a morning session. 
 The synod assembly adopted seven resolutions on numerous mission and policy items (refer to 
synod assembly website). I attended a workshop on Stewardship Vision and Planning and also, a  
hearing on Same-Gender Relationships Resolution on Friday afternoon. 
 Other highlights include Bishop Wayne Millerôs report on congregational renewal efforts in the 
synod using the John 5 text regarding the healing of the paralytic man. On Saturday, June 6,  
anniversaries of individual and congregational ministries were recognized; Grace-Glen Ellyn was  
honored for its 100th anniversary of ministry. The worship was very inspirational in content and music.  
 I encourage members of Grace Lutheran to attend a future synod assembly. Itôs a wonderful way 
to meet others in the larger church and to learn about the synod and ELCA mission and ministry. And, 
in addition, you always can count on running into me there! 

Call Committee Update 
  Hello congregation, just a quick update to let you know how the call process is going for 
Grace.  We received our first three candidates from the Synod in April and interviewed each  
candidate.  We determined that two of the candidates did not fit the needs of Grace at this time based 
on the feedback we have received from the congregation and the 35 page congregation profile that was 
done to focus our search.  We asked the third candidate to come visit us for a second interview, but that 
candidate declined our invitation. 
  We received three more names from the Synod in May. After reviewing the candidates paper-
work, we set up interviews with two candidates. We just finished interviewing the second candidate, and 
we have agreed to set up a second interview with one of these candidates and listen to them preach. 
So, out of six candidates over two months, we have one candidate that the committee is interested in. 
The process does take time to coordinate everyone's schedule for the interviews and each interview is 
a minimum of two hours.  
  We are still in weekly contact with the Synod letting them know that  we are interested in  
additional names.  There is a very limited pool of candidates available and there are over 20 churches 
in the Chicago Metro Synod that are interviewing candidates. 
  Pease feel free to contact any member of our call committee with any specific comments or  
concerns, and keep us in your prayers. Call Committee: Susan Jacobson, Donna Barber, Carol  
Asselmeier, Ken Frank, Tim Stephan, and Dominic LoGalbo. 


