G'RACE TO YOU

Proclaim, Build, and Serve

RALLY DAY is
September 13th!!

Our children will once again come
together with their church friends to begin their
Christian Education, which will be held on the
new and improved “Youth Floor!” Sunday
school for 3-year-old through 5th graders will
begin at 9:00 am in the Gathering Room
(formerly the Choir Room) and we will finish at
9:45 in time for parents to pick up their children
from their classrooms and attend the 10:00 am
church service as a family. Jr. high students will
meet at 9 am in the Youth Room.

We are also honored to have former
Pastor Robin Currie with us to present the mes-
sage during 8 am and 10 am services as part of
our centennial celebration. Pastor Robin served
at Grace for 12 years before retiring in June of
2008. Since retiring she has kept busy with
mission trips to China and South Africa as well
as volunteering at the Glen Ellyn Public Library
in the Youth Services area. Another exciting
event to take place on Rally Day is the
dedication of our new nursery, “Robin’s Nest,”
which has been named in Pastor Robin's honor.

We are looking forward to seeing all of
God’s children back at Grace for this special
event and the start of Sunday School.

RALLY DAY is for adults too!!

I Bible Study Opportunities: Face to Face,
I

On-line Interface or on Your Own!
By: Vince Hardt

I Want to get the most out of the weekly

| Gospel lesson? There are several opportunities to
do so!

! Each week a list of thought-provoking ques-

|tions are made available which really help to bring
the Gospel story to life and make it relevant in our

I everyday lives. Bible study groups meet together on
Wednesday mornings at 7:15 am (happening right

Inow!), 9 am on Sundays (beginning on Sept. 13) and
7 pm on Mondays (beginning Sept. 14). Want to
participate in the comfort of your own home? Join

I the Yahoo Group! Go to GLCBibleStudy-

Isubscribe(c'DYahooGroups.com. You will be
prompted to create a Yahoo screen name using your
current email address. Prefer to study on your
own? Contact Vince Hardt at vvince@hotmail.com

| (that's two lower case "v"s at the beginning) and he

IwiII add your name to the weekly email list. Partici-
pating in one of these ways prepares you well for
Sunday's reading of the Gospel and culminates in
our Pastor's message! Following is a special

|example of bringing the Gospel story to life through

I role playing:

|John 6: 1-15 (Story of the loaves and fishes)
Take the role of Philip, Andrew, the boy with the

|Ioaves and fish, or a mother/father in the crowd with

Iyour family around you. What were your concerns?
What were you looking for from Jesus? After this

| happened, how did your image of Jesus change?

Article continued on page 2...
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The boy with the loaves and fish: | was eleven at the time. | heard people talking about this great rabbi, healer and
possibly even a prophet who was going around the area. | was curious. Of course, I'd heard of the prophets in the time
of the kings and the prophets at the time of and after the exile, but there hadn’t been a prophet in Israel in 300 years.
Could this man be like the prophets of old? If he was, could he be more than that? Could he be another Moses, to lead
us to freedom from Rome, the way Moses led us to freedom from Egypt? | wasn’t sick. | didn’t need healing. | just
wanted to see him, to see if he really was a prophet.

My parents couldn’t go. My father had to work, and my mother had to care for my six younger brothers and sis-
ters. They hoped this man was a prophet, but prophets deal with great things. We were ordinary people. It wouldn’t
matter to us if he was a prophet or not. Our lives would be the same. And it wasn’t as if he was coming to our town. It
would take six hours to walk to the sea, and another six to come back. | kept on speaking about him. Finally, my par-
ents decided | could go, but | would have to go by myself. At least our part of the country was safe. All good country
folk. No robbers on the roads like in the hill country around Jerusalem. So my mother packed up some bread rolls and
dried fish for me. “Try not to eat it on the way there. You'll need to renew your energy for the walk home,” she said. |
kept that in mind. | had a good breakfast, slung my food pack over my shoulder, hugged both my parents and started
out. I was joyful. | was going to see the most wonderful man to appear in Galilee in my lifetime. | might even try to
touch his robe. | mean, | was still kind of small. | could filter through a crowd of people.

And what a crowd it was! Even on the road, after just a couple hours, | was in the middle of a large tidal wave
of people, all headed to the coast. | was quicker than most of them and passed them by as | walked. | could hear them
talking. This Jesus, they said, was a carpenter’s son, but yet he was doing wonders. Others were talking about how he
had healed their brother or sister or child. Some even said he had brought dead people back to life.

So we got there, and | heard him. He didn’t heal anyone. He didn’t really seem that impressive. He just talked
quietly. “Repent. Turn away from sin. The kingdom of God is here, now. Get ready. Love one another. Do an act of
kindness today, to someone you don'’t even know.”

It took all morning to get there, and it took him all afternoon to speak. | just gave a summary above. He gave a lot of
examples, a lot of little stories about doing good. The sun was going down. | expected that. | knew I'd have to spend
the night outside and return home in the morning. | had a good cloak. | had the food my mother had packed for me. I'd
be OK.

Then those bearded men who were with the prophet started asking, “Did anybody bring any food?” No one an-
swered. | had worked my way to the front. It helps to be small. | thought about the food | had. It was just enough,
really. I'd eat some tonight before lying down, then finish it in the morning to get strength for the six-hour walk home.
They kept asking, and one of them was quite close to me. | could hear the prophet’s voice again, “Do an act of kind-
ness today, to someone you don’'t even know.” Suddenly, | don’t know how or why, | just jumped up and ran to that
man. “Yes, | have a small amount of food my mother prepared for me.”

The man smiled at me, then said in a very kindly voice, “I'm Andrew. | go everywhere with the Teacher. Could |
see this food you have brought?” Without hesitation, | pulled the pack off my back and handed it to him. He put a hand
on my shoulder and said, “Thank you.” Then he turned away and took my food pack to the prophet. | felt frightened,
because that was all the food | had, the food | would need to get home. But | also felt honored, because Andrew didn’t
want my food for himself, he wanted it for the prophet. Then they asked us to sit down. | did. We all did. Those
bearded men were in a circle around the prophet. | couldn’t see what was going on. Then, they all turned away, and
started going through the crowd, passing out food. Andrew came my way. He handed me a couple of barley rolls and a
couple of dried fish. | said, “Thank you!” but he put his arm on my shoulder again and said, “I have to say that to you. If
you need something for your journey home, come and see me at the end. There will be plenty left over.” Then he was
gone, passing out more food. And Andrew was right. | saw them gathering up baskets of food at the end. | thought
there were only two fish in my food pack, and now | had them back. But, all these other people were eating, too. Rolls
and dried fish. Surely, these hadn’t all been in my pack, had they? That was impossible. | couldn’t have carried that
much food.

| often think about what happened that day. | don’t know how it happened. | don’t know if anyone else had
brought any food. | don’t know what would have happened if | hadn'’t listened to the prophet and spoken up about my
food. Could the prophet have made food anyway, out of the air? Did he need my small pack to get started? And why
didn’t anyone else share? Or did they? And who was this man? As | thought about him again, | switched to calling him
a prophet. Yes, he was definitely a prophet, and probably more than a prophet. But how much more?
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Weeks of August 9 & 16, 2009

Week of August 9
Sun8/9  9:00am Worship
10:00am Ex. Comm. Meeting
Mon 8/10 7:00pm Finance Meeting
Wed 8/12 7:15am  Bible Study
7:00pm Children’s Meeting
Sat8/15 8am-12 Cleaning Day
4:00pm Faith and Friendship BBQ
5:00pm  Worship
Week of August 16
Sun 8/16 9:00am  Worship
10:00am Outreach Meeting
Mon 8/17 10:30am Staff Meeting
7:30pm Council Meeting
Tues 8/18 10:00am Transition Team Meeting
Wed 8/19 7:15am Bible Study
Sat8/22 5:00pm  Worship
Sun 823 9:00am  Worship
Guest Pastor Steve Srock

Senior Services Monday - Friday 9:00am - 1:00pm

Food Pantry Tuesday & Friday 9-11am, 1-3pm
Tuesday Evening 5pm-6:30pm
Thursday 1-3 pm

A New Pictorial Directory!

Plan to be a part of our new pictorial
church directory. This will be a "Centennial
Edition" and we would like everyone to be
included. Mark your calendars for October 14-
17 and plan to sign up to have your picture
taken. More information will be available later in
the summer.

Date Attendance Offering

Regular Capt.Campgn
07119 9amonly 80 2,427 2,825
07/26 9amonly 65 3,917

The offering income needed each Sunday to meet our
budget is $7,500.00

Giving vs Expenses Year to Date
thru end of June:

Actual income received thru June: $154,000
Actual expenses thru June: $190,300
Difference: -$36,300
As you can see, for 2009, we currently have a deficit of
$36,300 thru the end of June. Note that these are
actual giving and expenses as opposed to budgetary
numbers.

Finance Committee

Safe Medication Disposal

In an effort to keep medications from entering the
water supply, The City of Wheaton is now started
a program to dispose of unwanted meds. We will
take advantage of this program here at Grace.
You can drop off your old medications to the par-
ish nurse office and we will dispose of them for
you. For safety reasons, give them directly to
parish nurse Cathy Milleville and do not leave
them in the office or Fellowship Room.

Fall Schedule

Grace will return to the regular fall
= schedule on Sunday, September 13 with service
Etimes at 8 and 10 am. The last Saturday summer
= service at 5 pm will be August 29. The last
» Sunday summer service at 9 am will be

= September 6 on Labor Day weekend when
= Pastor Bill McKay visits. Please note these
= transitions on your family calendar. Continue to
Ecome and worship the Lord!

| Faith and Friendship BBQ
[

All are invited to come join in our
I summer Faith and Friendship Cook-
[ Out. We will get together on Saturday
August 15 at 4:00pm for dinner and
I then take part in Saturday night worship. After-
Iwards we will finish up with dessert. Come get
together and catch up with one another after a
I long summer break!

h____________
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CENTENNIAL CALENDAR
AUGUST
2-30 Photo Pet Parade
23 Sunday  Pastor Steve Srock-guest pastor
SEPTEMBER
6 Sunday Baja Reunion; Pastor Bill McKay
13 Sunday Rally Day; Pastor Robin Currie-guest

preacher
GOLF OUTING: Noon, White Pines Golf
Course, Bensonville. Still time to sign up.

19 Saturday

OCTOBER

10 Saturday “Dancing Through the Decades”

11  Sunday DEDICATION SUNDAY: Pastor David
Meisenheimer-- guest pastor;
Pastor Hector Garfias Toledo will assist
in the Dedication.

14 -17 Picture taking for the new pictorial directory.
Watch for information.

18 Sunday 3:00 PM CONCERT - "Singing Men of Oak
Brook" sponsored by Grace Lutheran
Church. No admission charge.

25 Sunday Pastor John Roth-guest pastor

NOVEMBER

8 Sunday 3:00 PM CONCERT - "Organ Blast"
Eric Hallein - guest organist

No admission charge.
27 Friday Chili Supper

Please welcome Pastor Steve Srock back
to Grace on Sunday, August 23. Pastor

Srock was a vicar at Grace in 1980-81!

Thanks!

David Burnett and | would like to extend a
heart-felt thank you to the following people who
graciously gave of their time and energies to help
pack up the contents of Glendene Lidster’'s home
on July 11" Fred Warnke, Lenore Dean, Lois
Pertle, Vince Hardt, Jennifer Stein and Diane
Plant. It was great fellowship and true Christian
service that allowed all of us to come together like
that; and not to mention having a little fun, a few
laughs and big pizzas. Being able to pack up the
entire contents of the house in 8 hours showed
what a great team we made. Thank you every-
one!

Sandi Stein

Weeks of August 9 & 16, 2009

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn
West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania
Glen Ellyn, lllinois 60137
Office: 630-469-1555
Fax: 630-469-1561
www.graceglenellyn.org

Allen Belanger, Interim Pastor, office x17
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinator, 668-8929, office x10
Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator
790-9862, office x16
Brenda Cier o,
Cathy Milleville, Parish Nurse, 653-0957, office x13
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Music, 553-3671
Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselor, 668-4594
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teacher, 653-5538
Grace Information Hotline, office x20

Church office hours
M-Thur.  9:30am-4pm
Friday 9:30am-noon
Summer Office Hours May 26, to Sept 8
M-Thur. 9:30am-noon
Fridayd CLOSED

9

I-From the Youth Gathering in New Orleans:

| felt the closest to God and all of the other
participants... "When the Superdome was full of
Lutheran teens and leaders all singing, cheering,
and worshipping together. More specifically,
when large groups had their arms around each
other and swayed to the music with smiles on
their faces." Hear more about our group's
experiences in an upcoming issue of GTY!

90 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

: SHOP & SHARE RESULTS :
: The Sr. High Youth received their last check

: from Jewel-Osco in the amount of $71.08. The
:June 1-3 period reflects 19 purchases for which
: we received 5%. The total amount of the three

: checks from Jewel-Osco was $176.41. Thank :
: you to the members and friends of Grace for
: their participation in this program.

:MOJO & THE BAYOU GYPSIES

: Thank you to everyone who not only enjoyed a :
: fantastic show in May but also helped out the Sr. :
: High Youth. Mojo had a special web site for :
: ticket sales from Grace and we received a check :
:for $50.00. Thank you Mojo for offering this op- :
: portunity to us! :

Ch/i81 dr eno6 s
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A Music Revolution

Where do you go to find thousands of
Christians coming together all for the love of
Christian music? Ignite-Chicago is where! Four
families from Grace headed out to Alexian field
in Schaumburg for a two-day concert event that
rocked the area. Diane, Rodger and Jacob Plant,
Barbara, Erik and Mark Sudds, Judy and Stacy
Wagner and Jennifer Stein and | all attended this
wonderful event, July 18-19.

The weather cooperated and gave us
mostly cloudy skies and cool breezes, a most
enjoyable way to soak in the tunes without hav-
ing to soak up the sun’s hot rays. Having ten
bands per day for a total of twenty, there was
definitely something for everyone. I've got to
admit that | learned a few things about prepared-
ness from Diane’s camping experience. | was
nowhere near as prepared with her tarps, large
blankets, card games and Frisbees.

Each performing artist had a booth where
you could purchase your favorite fan memora-
bilia. But the highlight of each day was the op-
portunity to meet and greet your favorite band.
Not all the bands held signing sessions but most
did, and | think | lost count at how many lines |
stood in, for food, autographs or restroom facili-
ties. But when all was said and done, | wouldn’t
have traded any of it.

Not only was | impressed at how many
people came to this event to sing praises and
worship God, but also the variance of age
groups. From as young as two to as old as 80,
the field and stands were packed. Saturday was
more of the adult music groups but Sunday defi-
nitely was for the younger set. And they certainly
outnumbered the adults. Making their presence
known by their loud screaming, multitudes of
high school and college kids showed up to rock
to their favorites. It was heart-warming to see so
many kids into coming into God’s presence to-
gether through clean, morally messaged music.

All in all, it was a fantastic time and | for
one look forward to next year. Hope some of you
will decide to go and experience this “music fest
to spark a revolution.” It was well worth it.

Sandra Stein-Penny thoughts

Weeks of August 9 & 16, 2009
Notes from Property:

Thank you to Wheaton Mulch for donating the 2
trucks, flatbed and their time to our July 4th pa-
rade festivities. Remember this company
(630/653-4444) for your mulching needs.

Thank you to Donna Loftus for donating the desk
for Pastor Allen's new office.

Thank you to Howard Bruning and Jack Sauer-
man for cleaning and puttying the trim around the
narthex windows (that used to be outside!).

Have a Bar-B-Q grill in good shape you would like
to donate to church? Contact Barbara Sudds or
Tim Loftus.

We have free lannon stone for landscape or build-
ing projects. It is located behind the church on the
south side. You haul it away. Let Barbara Sudds
or Russ Nelson know if you or a friend want it.

Special Series on Psalms
in September!

Most of us know at least a part of the 23rd
Psalm. How about the other 149? From the
text we will be using for this series, Discovering
the Psalms: Passion, Promise & Praise: "In
Psalms God speaks to us of the nature of the
divine, the nature of humankind, and their rela-
tionship to each other"...and "also the words of
persons who speak directly to God of their faith
and fear, their praise and lament, their trust
and doubt." These are experiences that many if
not all of us have had!

Starting Monday, September 14 at 7 pm and
continuing for the next 6 weeks we will unpack
the historical context, the structure but most
importantly the meaning of the Psalms for us in
our daily lives. This is more of a discussion
group than a lecture session.

For questions, reading material or comments,
please contact Fred Warnke
(flw6273@sbcalobal.net or 630/529-5713) or
after services.
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