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Weeks of October 18 & 25, 2009 

20th & 21st  Sundays of Pentecost 

1085409– 21 

GGRACE TO YOURACE TO YOU  
Proclaim, Build, and Serve 

Pastor Richard Likeness to Lead Grace 
Into Our Next 100 Years! 

  
“Happy Anniversary! I am so excited to be beginning ministry 
with this congregation in a few weeks, and thrilled that you 
are sharing in celebration of 100 years of ministry. Our history  
defines who we are in many ways - our history informs 
our anxieties and our hopes, our fears and our dreams. 
I hope very much to celebrate your history with you in the 
months ahead - in fact it will be extremely important for me to 
hear about and understand how you have served God & 
neighbor as a church. It will be crucial for me to know about 
important leaders, defining moments, struggles, and joys in 
this congregation's journey. What a privilege it is for me to be 
joining you in your journey. God has been with you and 

blessed your ministry in the past. God will certainly be with us and guide us in the future. 100 
years is an incredible milestone!  Let us give thanks for that history, trusting that God has incredi-
ble plans for us in the years ahead as well!” - Pastor-elect Rich Likeness 
 
Pr. Rich entered Wartburg Theological Seminary in 1999. Prior to that he received a BS in 
Electrical Engineering from Valparaiso University and an MBA in Marketing and Finance 
from the University of Maryland. He worked for a security agency, consulting firm and Hew-
lett Packard Corporation prior to seminary. Pr. Rich has been pastor at Lutheran Church of 
the Good Shepherd in Rockford, Illinois for the past six years. 
 
Pr. Rich has been married to his lovely wife Dawn for 22 years.  Dawn is a registered nurse 
and plans to seek employment in the area.  The couple has two children:  Christopher, a 
freshman at Valparaiso University; and Alyssa, a sophomore in high school.   
 
Pr. Rich loves to preach, teach and lead worship.  He looks forward to ministering to the 
people of Grace beginning on November 1 and getting to know all of us! 
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CENNTENIAL PICTORIAL DIRECTORY!! 
 

Do you ever see people and wonder what their names are? Have you heard an an-
nouncement regarding a member and wished you could put a face with the name? Are 
you a new member and wish you had something to help you put names with faces? Help 
is on the way! We are producing a pictorial family album! There is no cost to have your 
photographs taken, and you will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and directory for 
participating. You will be able to view your images electronically immediately after pho-
tography. At that time, you will have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits to 
share with family and friends. Appointments can be made on Sunday mornings in the fel-
lowship room, by calling the church office or on line through the link on Grace’s website.  
If you wish to help out with this project, please call Patti Lewis or Cathy Milleville. 

October Faith and Friendship Lunch 
Join us for our luncheon on Wednesday October 21 at noon. Following lunch 
we will have a presentation on Stroke Prevention by Lifeline Screening.  

Can You Pledge to the Pastoral Housing Fund? 
Have you considered making a pledge toward the Grace Pastoral Housing Fund?  It's not too 
late!  The Grace Call Committee is working to restore the housing fund we had with Pr. Robin 
and Pr. Rod.  This would take the form of a down payment on the pastor’s mortgage paid by 
Grace.  In doing so our church would own a small percentage of the pastor's home.  Our goal 
is to reach $55,000 for this fund by October 31. As of Oct. 7 we have currently reached 
pledges and payments of $31,160.  Thank you!!!! 
 

If you are able to help, please pick up a pledge form in the church office or feel free to contact 
Ken Frank at kenfrankapcg@sbcglobal.net, (630) 653-4472; or Carol Asselmeier at carolas-
sel@aol.com, (630)545-1315.    Thank you! 

STROKE SCREENING 
 
 

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider 

of community-based preventive health screenings, 
will offer their affordable, non-invasive, painless 
health screenings here at Grace on Monday, No-
vember 16, 2009. Screenings will be offered that 

scan for potential health problems related to: 
blocked arteries, which is a leading cause of stroke; 
abdominal aortic aneurysms, which can lead to a 
ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs, 
which is a strong predictor of heart disease; and 
atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat, which is 
closely tied to stroke risk. Register for the Stroke, 
Vascular Disease and Heart Rhythm Package for 
$139. All four screenings take 60-90 minutes to 
complete. Your Health is in Your Hands, so please 
call 1-888-653-6441 for more information or to pre-
register, or call Cathy Milleville for more info. 

On All Saints Day we 
remember, honor and 
give thanks for the 
many loved ones in 
our lives that have 
passed away.  This 

year you are once again invited to 
have their name read in the worship 
service. Please submit the names of 
loved ones to be remembered during 
the service on November 1st to the 
office via the back of the attendance 
sheet, call the office at 469-1555 or 
email to plewis@graceglenellyn.org 
by October 26th. 

mailto:kenfrankapcg@sbcglobal.net
mailto:carolassel@aol.com
mailto:carolassel@aol.com
mailto:plewis@graceglenellyn.org


Building Usage Grace Events  

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn  Grace to You Page 3  Weeks of October 18 & 25, 2009  

Week of October 18  Healing Service 
Sun 10/18 8 & 10am Worship 
 9:00am Sunday School, Adult Ed, Choir Reh 
 11:00am Outreach meeting 
 3:00pm Singing Men of  Oakbrook 
  

Mon 10/19 5:30-8:30pm Highland Dancers (Gym) 
 7:00pm Bible Study 
 7:30pm Council Meeting 
 

Wed 10/21  7:15am  Bible Study  
 12:00pm Faith-N-Friendship Lunch 
 5:30pm WOW dinner 
 6-7:30pm WOW activities 
 6-7:30pm Confirmation Class 
 

Thur 10/22 9:30-11:30a Newcomers Party (Gym) 
 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal    
Week of October 25  Reformation Day  
Sun 10/25   8:00am Worship 
   9:00am Sunday School, Adult Ed 
   9:00am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:00am Worship  
 3-6pm CNS Support Group  
 

Mon 10/26 5:30-8:30p Highland Dancers (Gym) 
 7:00pm Bible Study 
 

Wed 10/28 7:15am  Bible Study 
 7:00pm Children's Meeting 
 

Thu 10/29 7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

Remember in Prayer:  
 

Helga Gruenenberg, recovering at 
home after being hospitalized; Dee 
Anderson, recovering from successful 
knee surgery; Jean Derrico's brother, 

John Fogarty hospitalized; Tim Derrico on the 
death of his uncle, Jerry Derrico. Tim and Jean's 
37th wedding anniversary on 09/30; Our newly 
baptized:  Kole Andrew Johnson on 09/27, Au-
brey Lynn Phillips on 10/04, Cooper James Gohl-
Michalik 10/04. 

 Date                       Attendance  Offering 
 8am 10am Regular Capt.Campgn 

09/27 40 91 6297 775 
10/04 38 105 6043 

Singing Men of Oak Brook on Oct. 18! 
 

A special concert from the Singing Men of Oak Brook 
will be held on Sunday, Oct. 18 at 3 pm as part of our 
centennial celebration.  The 40 members of Singing 
Men, including Jake Jacobson from Grace, are a non
-denominational men’s chorus representing a wide 
range of professions, churches and communities in 
the Chicago area.   
 
The group was established in 1985 at Christ Church 
of Oak Brook, and sings a variety of both sacred and 
secular music.  Each season, the Singing Men lead in 
worship four Sunday mornings at Christ Church as 
well as participate in many performances throughout 
the area.   
  
Over the past eleven years, the Singing Men, along 
with the Heritage Singers — a fine women’s chorale 
based at Christ Church, have sung in concert with 
several notable artists:  George Beverly Shea, Don 
Hustad, Ken Medema, Cynthia Clawson, Bruce 
Greer, the Glen Ellyn Children’s Chorus, Larry Dal-
ton, duo-pianists Stephen Nielson and Ovid Young, 
the Oakbrook Terrace Salvation Army Band, the 
West Suburban Symphony Chamber Orchestra, 
and the Chicago Brass Band. 
  
Jake reports that there is no admission charge for the 
concert, the Bears play in the evening that day and 
refreshments will be served so be sure to come!  

Transition News 
 

The Transition Team has been busy the last few months 
collecting input on how various rooms in the building will 
be used both in the short and long term, as well as what 
items such as furniture, equipment and signs are still 
needed.  Much of the Team's work recently has been 
to clean and organize for the dance, dedication and open 
house held on Oct. 10&11. Work will continue in the 
coming months to create a list of future needs for each 

Chili Supper Will Be Held  
Friday, Nov. 27! 

There are lots of new and exciting things happen-
ing at Grace, but one ministry that continues as 
tradition is the Chili Supper, where we feed hungry 
Christmas shoppers in order to feed those in dire 
need throughout the world.  The Chili Supper be-
gan in the mid 1980's as a fundraiser for many dif-
ferent ministries at Grace and was held for 10 
years.  After a 5-year break the Supper began 
anew and has been going strong for another 10 
years with proceeds going toward the ELCA's 

World Hunger Appeal.  Please watch for informa-
tion on how you can help at this year's Chili Sup-
per and make it another success!  
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CENTENNIAL CALENDAR 
 

OCTOBER   
 

14 - 17  Picture taking for the new pictorial  

   directory.  Watch for information.  
 

18     Sunday 3:00 PM CONCERT - "Singing Men of 

   Oak Brook"  sponsored by Grace  

   Lutheran Church. No admission fee. 
 

25     Sunday Pastor John Roth-guest pastor 
 

NOVEMBER 

8       Sunday 3:00 PM    CONCERT -  "Organ Blast"      

   Eric Hallein  - guest organist 

   No admission charge. 
 

27  Friday Chili Supper 

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn 
West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania 

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 
Office: 630-469-1555 
Fax: 630-469-1561 

www.graceglenellyn.org 
 

Allen Belanger, Interim Pastor, office x17 
Patti Lewis, Church Coordinator, 668-8929, office x10 

Barbara Sudds, Business, Facilities & Youth Coordinator 
 790-9862, office x16 

Brenda Ciero, Childrenôs Coordinator, 858-7181  
Cathy Milleville, Parish Nurse, 653-0957, office x14 
Edward Zimmerman, Director of Music, 553-3671 

Carole LoGalbo, Parish Counselor, 668-4594 
Gail Salvatori, Youth Music Teacher, 653-5538   

Grace Information Hotline, office x20 
 

Church office hours 
M-Thur.  9:30am-4pm 
  Friday 9:30am-noon 

Pr. John Roth Visits Grace in October! 
 

 During his time at Grace in the early 1980's, Pr. John 
Roth served as assistant pastor.  He had general pas-
toral responsibilities such as sharing in hospital and 
homebound visiting, preaching, worship planning, 
confirmation instruction, meeting with various commit-
tees and counseling.  He also had specific, primary 
responsibility in youth work, administering the food 
pantry, and working with the education committee. 
 

He and his wife, Kris, were married in May of his first 
year at Grace.  When they left Glen Ellyn, they moved 
to Nashville, TN, where he studied at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, ultimately receiving a MA and a Ph.D from 
Vanderbilt.  In 1988, he accepted the call as pastor to 
Faith Lutheran Church in Jacksonville, IL.  He has 
three children, all born in Jacksonville: Maria, a senior 
at Illinois Wesleyan University, Laura, a freshman at 
Southeast Missouri State University, and Sam, a jun-
ior at Jacksonville High School.  
 

We look forward to welcoming Pr. Roth back to Grace 
on Oct. 25! 

Farewell to Pr. Allen on Oct. 18 
  
We will be wishing Pr. Allen Belanger a fond farewell 
on Sunday, Oct. 18 as he wraps up his year of interim 
ministry.  We very much appreciate his participation 
with us this past year and wish him all the best in the 
future!  Please come to a reception to say goodbye to 
Pr. Allen following the 10 am service that day. 
  
Pr. John Roth will conduct services on Sunday, Oct. 
25.  On November 1 we welcome Pr. Richard Likeness 
as our permanent pastor at Grace! 

Almost A Million Things To Do List 
 

The never ending list of things to do around 
the Church is, never ending. In order to 
whittle it down to a more manageable level, 
we need your help to champion a task or 
two. Take a look at the Almost A Million 
Things To Do List in the glass case outside 

Barbara Sudds’ office and please sign up 
for a job to do in your spare time.  
 
      Thank you! 
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Exits & Entrances: Saying Good-bye, Saying Hello 
By Pastor Allen,   October, 2009 

 
 William Shakespeare, the noble English bard, once wrote these lines: 

All the world’s a stage, 
And all men and women are merely players: 

They have their exits and entrances… 
. 

It was one of his metaphors to describe human life with its passages of time. Now I am about to make 
my exit as your interim pastor and Pastor Richard Likeness is about to make his entrance as your 
next regular pastor.  
 In my case, this was an inevitable moment. Interim pastors are notorious for putting them-
selves out of work. It is one of the only ministries that not only are bracketed by time, but the interim is 
partially responsible for installing the brackets along with the congregation and synod office. I am 
grateful for this brief interlude in your one hundred year history and I hope that I have served you well.  
You, in turn, have welcomed me and for this and many other blessings, I am also thankful. 
 As Pastor Likeness enters into the office of pastor here, I pray that God guides him and you 
together for years to come. The stability of a settled pastor and the opportunities for ministry and mis-
sion should hold an exciting future for you both. 
 One of my ways of saying “good-bye” is to offer some thoughts on how you will be saying 
“hello” to your new pastor. In fact, you have already begun the process through the interviews, the 
meetings, and the time of greeting him and his family. You also have assisted in helping him find a 
new home in the area as well. 
 But don’t forget that Pastor Likeness will be new to Glen Ellyn. There is much more that you 
can do. One of the best ways is to wear name tags the first month or so at worship. This will enable 
Pastor Likeness to learn your names quicker. It also has the secondary advantage of welcoming new 
guests in your midst. 
 Other ways to break the ice is giving him or his family some one-to-one time with each of you. 
Having personal contact adds familiarity to your face and your family’s faces. Meeting him in small 
groups for the first couple of weeks creates openings for questions and sharing. Inviting the pastor 
into your homes also enhances knowledge and understanding between the pastor and the people.  
 Another way to make the pastor feel at home is to offer to take him around to the different 
places in Glen Ellyn and the surrounding communities. You could also provide local street maps and 
any information that he or his family may wish to know. Introduce him to other clergy in town espe-
cially since there is an ongoing gathering a few times during the year in which the pastors and other 
ministers have lunch and discuss common issues which all the churches are facing.  
 Finally, have patience as he learns the routines of the congregation and be open to ways in 
which he might be more at ease in leading the congregation in worship and in fellowship. While I am 
sure that certain traditions will be continued, it is equally important to realize that doing some his prac-
tices and traditions differently at times may be a better way and you may even enjoy the freshness of 
his approach.  
 Doing all of these things make for a good entrance. It relies less on assumptions and more on 
exploration and discovery. In the long run, it will hasten a good transition to the future journey of 
Grace Lutheran Church. I know that you will do your best and that he will do likewise, but above all, 
look to the Holy Spirit to guide your journey together. 
 Shakespeare gave us one more famous line:  Parting is such sweet sorrow. 
As we part ways, know that any sorrow in our saying “good-bye” to each other is more than offset by 
the sweet memories we have of our past time together and our mutual prayers for God’s blessings on 
our divergent future spiritual paths. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
Pastor Allen 


