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           From the Pastor 
 

As you can read in other parts of this newsletter, we had a good meeting on April 18. I 
did my best to give a summary of issues raised in the cottage meetings and to give a 
ñstate of the congregationò address. There were not a lot of questions raised at the meet-
ing ï which I hope means that we were successful in explaining where we are and what 
steps we plan to take next. There are no immediate program or staff changes planned. 
Some changes may be proposed or recommended from the Financial Health Task Force 
or (a bit later) from the Koinonia Leadership Team.  Probably we will need to meet again 
in the coming months as a congregation to consider some specific recommendations by 
one or more teams. So while these teams are working ï please be in prayer about our 
church. Please be in prayer about how God is calling you to serve. Also, as announced at 
the meeting Sunday, if you have some thoughts or ideas ï please share them. E-mail 
works well (rlikeness@graceglenellyn.org) or if you want to remain anonymous ï drop a 
note in the box outside my office door. 

 
One thing that I would like to share that did not get mentioned Sunday:  while I know it is tempting to conclude that 

the best answer to our financial struggles is ñmore members,ò I want to caution all of us about our expectations and also 
remind us of our calling. I hope that we find ways as a congregation to grow over the months and years ahead. But I donôt 
hope for growth to save the congregation from addressing financial issues. I hope for growth because we are a good reflec-
tion of Christôs love and service and I know others will want to be a part of that. Do you see the difference? You all know 
that I am a former businessman. I have an MBA (which, with about $2.50, will buy you a cup of coffee at Starbucks). There 
are definitely times as a pastor when the business principles that I learned in grad school and in the corporate world are 
helpful in my service to the church ð but the church is not a business. Our goal is not to be profitable, although we canôt 
continue to lose money either.  Our ultimate goal is to share Jesus Christ and his love with a hurting and broken world. 

This is our evangelical (which means ñgood newsò) and missional calling. And, I believe God is at work in our com-
munity ï and ï yes ï even in our struggle. So, Iôd invite us as a community of faith to learn from this time. We need to work 
on financial health and missional health together. And looking to new members as ñsources of incomeò for the church is nei-
ther missionally healthy ï nor ultimately financially healthy. 

My guess is that most people who are looking for a faith community probably wouldnôt be too excited about joining a 
church because that congregation needs their money to bail them out of a financial bind. But I suspect that most people 
who are looking for a faith community are longing for a group of caring and loving people who will walk beside them in their 
own spiritual journey. They are longing to find acceptance and genuine community that reflects a larger purpose than they 
are able to connect to in their daily life. They are longing to find the love and grace of God. When we are all able to share ï 
with enthusiasm ï the ways that our church reflects Godôs love and grace, well ï then our missional health and financial 
health should be just fine.  May God bless us as we journey together on this roadé 

 
Pastor Rich Likeness 
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Vintage Bridal Gowns 

Theme of ñWedding Belles 

Teasò at History Center 
 

Saturday, May 1 & Sunday, May 2, 

the Glen Ellyn History Center will 

be transformed into an elegant  

salon for ladies of all generations to 

view vintage bridal fashions from 

1860 through today. The History 

Center is located at 800 North 

Main Street in Glen Ellyn.   

For information call 630-858-8696. 

Confirmation Service Projects  
 

On Sunday, April 18, we heard from four 8
th
 grade confirmation students about service projects that 

they have been working on as part of their own growth in faith. 
 

Maddie Danly collected and donated over 1,000 used and new books for a high school in Chicago that 
had no books available in their library. 
 

Sarah Ross raised money (over $250 and still counting!) to be donated toward fresh water wells in de-
veloping countries. Globally, each day approximately 4,500 children die (most of them under 5 years 
old) because they do not have access to clean fresh water. For more information on Sarah's project, 
log on to her web site: http://www.wix.com/WestCoastLove123/Water-You-Waiting-For 
 

Jacob Plant is stenciling ñDump No Wasteò signs on local storm drains as a way to discourage dump-
ing ï which leads to pollution of our lakes and rivers. For more information about Jacobôs project check 
out the web site: www.theconservationfoundation.org 
 

Will Collins collected 2
nd

- hand soccer equipment and shipped a large crate of items to a soccer club in 
the Philippines as a way to share something that he loves with children who donôt have access to such 
equipment. For more information ï check out the web site: www.fifa.com/aboutfifa/worldwideprograms/
footballforhope/index.html 
 

Thank you to our youth who have led the way for us ï showing us the importance and joy of Christian 
service. As they grow and mature in faith, they continue to show us ways to grow and mature in our 
faith as well! 

Jacob Plant 

Maddie Danly 

Sarah Ross 

Will Collins 

Graduates Anyone? 
  

Each year on Youth Sunday we 

like to acknowledge the accom-

plishments of the children of 

Grace, whether they are near to 

home or hundreds of miles away. 

This includes high school gradua-

tion, advanced degrees, military 

service, etc.  Please contact the 

church office to have your informa-

tion included.  The Youth Sunday 

service will be May 16 at 10 am. 

Spring Cleaning Starts at 

the Turning Point!   
 

Many thanks to our confirmation 

youth and their parents for cleaning 

up the Turning Point parking lot. 

When the lot gets plowed each 

winter, the gravel gets pushed over 

the car stops, and also up into the 

planters. Needless to say, shoveling 

the stone out of those areas and 

back into the lot where it belongs is 

not an easy task - unless you have 

many hands helping out!    

http://www.wix.com/WestCoastLove123/Water-You-Waiting-For
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