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From the Pastor: 
 

Ok, so here's the "more" to last 
month's column on confirmation  
ministry, specifically regarding how 
we more consistently transform it 
from a "requirement" into something 
that actually forms faith. Warning: 
There are no simple solutions here. 

 

But to begin, youth who benefit the most from faith  
formation ministries have one major factor in common: 
they have a relationship with one or more adults who 
have faith, and who want to share it. If kids have  
parents (or other adults) who demonstrate that they 
need to and want to worship, that they know how to 
pray, that they care about learning scripture, if they 
know adults who ask questions about faith and talk 
about God--well, I find that these kids put a lot into 
their faith formation experiences, and they get a lot  
out of it. The pastor or youth worker isn't the primary 
influencer of faith--it's the adult(s) closest to the child. 
Note that having a deep but "private" (i.e., too nervous 
to actually talk about or express) faith doesn't help kids 
as much as we wish it would. It's all about the relation-
ship. 
 

If there is a child whom you love, and who you want to 
see grow in faith, here are things you can do that will 
help: 

 Do you think they should want to attend church? 
Run an honest self-check on whether you think you 
are worshipping, or just attending service. (It's easy 
to let the pressures of life lead you out of worship 

into mere attendance. Worship requires a fair bit of 
mindfulness and intention.) If you chronically run 
late, ask yourself why, and what that communicates 
about the importance of worshipping the God Who 
Loves you. What's getting communicated to the 
people around you by the way you participate in 
worship? 

 Do you think they should help serve in worship? 
Give them opportunities to see you serving in    
worship, and then invite them to join you. Tell  
them why you like serving, and ask them about 
their   experience. Pray with them when you serve 
together. 

 Do you think they should do service projects? Give 
them opportunities to see you modeling service 
when it isn't required. Maybe even when you have 
to arrange for it yourself. Invite them to join you--
not because "they should," but because you get so 
much out of it and you really want to share that 
with them. Pray with them. 

 Do you think they should take sermon notes? Let 
them see you taking notes because you want to. 
Tell them about your own questions or thoughts 
before you put them on the spot for theirs.  

 Do you think they should know about the Bible?  
Let them see you reading it, studying it, attending 
classes, asking questions, and sharing it. 

 Do you think they should know the Command-
ments, and the Creeds, and the Lord's Prayer? You 
got it--ditto. 

 Pray with them. Ask them (and allow them) to pray 
with and for you. 

    Continued on Page 2 
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From the Pastor 
Continued from Page 1 
 

This list might make you nervous. Maybe you think you 
aren't skilled enough to model praying, leading worship, 
studying the bible. Maybe this stuff seems hard or intimi-
dating. That's okay--because faith isn't  an entitlement, 
it's a discipline. (Yes, grace is a free gift. But "free gift 
from God" and "entitlement" aren't the same thing.) 
Growing in faith takes practice. Just like learning music. 
You don't have to earn the right to music. Anybody can 
listen to the pop hits on the radio. But if you want music 
to be a force for good in your life, if you want to use it 
and grow in it, you have to make choices to practice it. 
 

Grace will always work to provide opportunities for all  
our members to grow in faith. We will teach Luther's  
catechism, provide service opportunities, and give our 
kids a safe space to learn and grow. We will pray for our 
youth and celebrate their faith milestones, because we 
love seeing them continue their faith journey. But I don't 
want any child to publicly affirm their baptism because 
they think they have to, or to get me or you off their back. 
I want them to affirm their 
baptism because they have 
learned to love Jesus, and 
the Church that is his Body, 
by watching you.  

Social Committee Corner  
 

Coffee hour will continue during the summer with 
refreshments and coffee available in the fellowship 
room after 9:00 worship. The social committee always 
welcomes volunteers to help make this happen. If you 
think this might be something you could help out with, 
please talk to any coffee hour volunteer, or call the 
church office. 
 

We were pleased to be able to present a check to The 
Ralph Braun Foundation/National Organization 
for Vehicle Accessibility (NOVA) in the amount of 
$200 from our January/February/March coffee hour 
proceeds. 
 

A belated Thank-You to the cooks who provided our 
meals for Lenten suppers. It was greatly appreciated 
by all and everything was delicious!! Thank you to  
confirmation parents, Carol Asselmeier, Jacobo family, 
Bonnie Paganis, and Jake Jacobson. 
 

Our Annual Progressive Dinner took place in April 
and was a great time for all who attended!! A special 
thanks to those who hosted and opened their homes 
to us and to Susi Nelson for organizing this fun event. 
 

35 people attended our second event celebrating  
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation at the 
Lutheran School of Theology.  $600 was also col-
lected as a gift to LSTC for their scholarship program.   

Council Corner 
 

Can I really talk about THAT at church?  
 

“THAT” can be anything. Sometimes we have questions that we may wonder if we can ask or opinions we  
wonder if we can express, at church.  It’s supposed to be a safe, supportive, discerning place.  A place where you 
can get answers to tough faith questions; but what if the question or comment does not agree or sit well with 
others. You may wonder, “if I say that out loud,  what will the Pastor think?” “ What will my friends at church 
think?”  “Will I sound uninformed or unfaithful?” “What will the whole congregation think” The answer to the 
initial question, can I really talk about THAT at church, should be yes, AND…. we need to practice being a congre-
gation that respectfully listens and converses, whether we disagree, agree or are unsure. We need to hear all  
input. It is common to have questions about our faith and what the Gospel tells us, through our faith journey. 
Faith Formation education has been teaching lessons to help us discuss what RIC means. (If you remember, in 
response to the survey prior to the call process, WE asked Pastor Melody to lead us in this—the idea didn’t start 
with her.)  In addition to the RIC topic, these sessions have taught and emphasized the importance of respectful 
dialogue, listening, understanding and appreciating different viewpoints, and holding each other up as we go 
through a discernment process. These lessons are applicable to all topics, not just RIC discussions. It is in holding 
each other up through difference and doubts that Jesus’ teachings come to life through each other. More discus-
sion opportunities coming soon! Here’s another question to ask ourselves:  How can I be a person that makes 
Grace the kind of place where anyone, including myself, feels safe talking about THAT at church? 
 

~Sue Pagnoni, Council President 



Children & Youth Ministry 
 

Camp Grace Vacation Bible School June 12th-15th  
Come join in the fun of Camp Grace! We will be enjoying the "outdoors" both inside and outside this year. There 
will be stories and crafts that celebrate God's creation, a live Bug Demonstration from Willowbrook Wildlife  
Rehabilitation Center, hiking trips to Lake Ellyn, songs around the "campfire" and celebration of all of the gifts 
God blesses us with. Camp Grace will meet from 9:30am-12:00pm Monday-Thursday, June 12th-June 15th. 
Please register online and reach out to Becky Ficarella with any questions. Cost is $20 per student and is due at 
the time you turn in permission forms. 
 

Faith Formation 
We are on break from Faith Formation for the summer! We look forward to seeing you in Worship over the  
summer. You have two great options to choose from: Sunday Mornings at 9:00am or Wednesday Evenings in 
June & July: Potluck Dinner 6:00pm followed by Worship at 6:30pm.  
 

Sunday, June 11th at 9:00 Service: We will honor our High School Graduates and thank our Faith Formation 
Teachers for their service throughout the 2016-17 School Year. 
 

Let Becky know if you are interested in attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston 2018. We will begin to 
register in September if we go! Students entering 8th-12th Grade this fall are eligible to attend. 
 

Seeking Adult to Assist with Confirmation Instruction 
 We are looking for one adult who would be willing to share a teaching schedule with Dominic LoGalbo and  
Pastor Melody during the 2017-18 school year. You do not have to be an expert, but have a heart willing to serve 
our middle school students! We need your help in order to offer our students their Confirmation curriculum. 
Please contact Becky Ficarella if you can help! 
 

Put it on the calendar! 
Future Intergenerational Event  
Saturday, July 22nd 
Feed My Starving Children packing event in Schaum-
burg from 9:00am-11:00am. Children age 5-105 are 
invited to pack nutritious meals for starving children 
all over the world. We have 30 spots available to work 
as a team and pack food for those in need. This is a 
fun event that truly creates a team spirit for all who 
contribute! Sign up sheet will be located in the Nar-
thex soon! 
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Holy Communion Faith Milestone 
 

 
 
 

Abigail Nelson 
Benjamin Schumaker 

Lilly Nelson 

Grace Playgroup 
 

Come join our Playgroup in the Park Thursday mornings 
during the month of June from 8:30am-10:30am.  Bring 
friends!  In case of inclement weather, we will meet in 
the Narthex at Grace! 
 

June 1: Village Green Park, 130 S. Lambert Road, GE 

June 8: Ackerman Park, 800 St. Charles Rd, Glen Ellyn 

June 15: Vacation Bible School at Grace, no playgroup 

June 22: Newton Park, 707 Fairview Ave, Glen Ellyn 

June 29: Maryknoll Park, 845 Pershing Ave, Glen Ellyn 



CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
  

Contribution Statements for the first four months of 2017 
are in the Narthex .  Please save us the cost of postage and 
pick up your statement asap!  Thank you 

Sunday  8:00 & 10:30am Grace Lutheran Worship  
Sunday  9:15am  Faith Formation 
Sunday 10:00am Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday  5:00-6:00pm  Support Group (WOW)  
Mon-Fri  9:00-1:00pm  Senior Service Center  
3rd Monday  9:00-11:00pm  Food Pantry Brd of Directors  
2nd Monday  10:00-11:00am  FP Volunteer Training  
Monday  11:30-12:30pm  Support Group (WOW)  
Monday  1:00-3:00pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
Monday  1:00 & 7:15pm  Yoga Class (Narthex)  
Monday  5:30-8:30pm  Highland Dancers (Gym)  
2nd Monday  6:00pm  Finance Ministry  
Monday  7:00-8:30pm  Adult Ed Bible Study  
1st Monday  7:00pm  Property Ministry  
3rd Monday  7:00pm  Grace Church Council  
Tuesday  1-3pm & 5-7pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
1st Tuesday  9:30am  Social Ministry  
1st Tuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Exercise Class  
2nd Tuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Exercise Class  
3rd Tuesday  11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Book Club  
4thTuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Exercise Class  
Tuesday  3:00-7:00pm  Parish Counselor  
4th Tuesday  4:00-5:00pm  FP Volunteer Training  
Tuesday  6:00-7:30pm  Pill Bottle Project  
Wednesday  7:30-8:30am  Bible Study  
2nd Wed.  10:00-Noon  Sr. Center Bingo  
4th Wed.  10:00-Noon Sr. Center Movie  
3rd Wed.  11:30am  Faith & Friendship Lunch  
Wednesday  1:00-3:00pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
2nd Wed.  2:00pm  Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Wednesday  1:00-7:00pm  Parish Counselor  
1st Wed.  5:30-7:00pm  Shine/Ignite Youth Groups 
3rd Wed.  5:30-7:00pm  Shine/Ignite Youth Groups 
Wednesday  8:00-10:00pm  Support Group (WOW)  
Thursday  1:00-3:00pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
Thursday  1:00-7:00pm  Parish Counselor  
1st Thursday 6:00pm-7:00am  PADS (Off-Site)  
Thursday  7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal  
Friday  9-11am & 1-3pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
Friday  6:30-7:45pm  Support Group (WOW)  
First Saturday of each month (unless noted): 
Saturday 8:00-9:30am Women of Grace (Off-Site) 
First three Saturdays of each month:  
Saturday  8:30-11:00am  Sunflower Dancers  
Saturday  9:00-1:00pm  Slanchogledi (WOW Room)  
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Weekly Building Usage Weekly Building Usage   Grace Youth Music Scholarship 2017 
 

A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away... 
 

Just kidding! It seems that long before I took the call to 
serve at Grace, monies were donated with the express  
purpose of encouraging musicianship in our youth.  A 
scholarship fund was thus created, and has since helped a 
(dozen) young musicians along their path toward a greater 
understanding of music. I'm delighted to announce our 
2017 recipients, Jacob Plant and Alex Goertzen!  
 

Jacob is a graduate of West Chicago High School, and has 
studied music formally for 12 years.  From praise to rock to 
jazz, from drumsticks to mallets to brushes--Jacob's got it! 
From a young age, Jacob remembers being surrounded by 
a love and appreciation for music: “There's always been  
music in my house, and I just like to have fun with it."  
 

Alex, a trumpeter and hornist at Wheaton North High 
School, has studied music for 8 years, and throughout high 
school has participated in marching and jazz bands. This 
summer he'll go on tour with Shadow Drum and Bugle 
Corps, where he'll perform in venues across the Midwest!  
 

 Both of these gents will be formally recognized at our  
9am service on Sunday, June 11th. If you see either of 
them before then, please take a minute to thank them  
for all they've done for our music program! Their musical 
contributions to our Grace family have been nothing short 
of awesome, and I for one can't wait to see what else we 
can make happen!  
 

Congrats, guys, and God bless!!!! 
 

Bradford  

Grace To You  
Article Submission Schedule  

 

Submit articles and photos to the church office at  
info@graceglenellyn.org 

 July Issue Due June 7 
 August Issue Due July  5 

New Members 
 

New members will be received into our community 
of faith on June 4th.  Please welcome them and  
introduce yourself. Mark your calendars for Grace's Annual Picnic  

Sunday, August 27. Watch for more information. 



 

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn  
West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania Avenue  

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137  
Office: 630.469.1555  

Fax: 630.469.1561  
Email: info@graceglenellyn.org  

 

www.graceglenellyn.org  
 

Every Member: Minister & Missionary!  
 

Melody Eastman, Pastor  
Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music  

Barbara Sudds, Office Manager  
Becky Ficarella, Children & Youth Coordinator  
Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor  

Church Office Hours  
Monday-Friday 9:30am - 3:00pm  

Prayer Requests  
 

Lois Pertle, Dorothy Stein, Jan Hutzler,  
Kristin Jokela, Jim Essa, Barbara Ryder, & 
David Ruehl for healing and strength.  
 

The families of Clay Bledsoe, Nancy Hayes, 
and Anita Burrell for comfort in grief. 
 

Birthday wishes to Dolores Nosal 5/18, (93); 
and Evelyn Elson 5/19 (93). 
 

Congratulations to Elle Thermos and Kenny Milleville 
married at Grace on May 6th. 
 

Anniversary wishes to Ken & Joan Frank 4/26 (60);  
Jim & Judy Markum 6/11 (56); Chuck & Jan Miller 
6/16 (55). 
 

Prayers for our Homebound Members:  
Ardena Klenk – at home in Glen Ellyn  
Florence Kracke –at Laurels Peak in Mankato, MN  
Julie Trout—at Westbridge Asst’d Living in Wheaton  
 

Prayers for our member in the Armed Forces:  
Rodger Plant, Air Force  
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Worship Opportunities this Summer 
 

Our summer worship schedule begins on Sunday, May 28th 
with one service only at 9am. Summer Mid-Week Worship 
and supper begins Wednesday, June 7 and continues each 
Wednesday evening during June and July. Come for a casual 
meal followed by worship service. As we did with the Lenten 
services, we will eat and worship at tables in the narthex. We 
are asking for a few people to volunteer to bring a simple  
dish to help feed those attending. Please see sign-up in the 
narthex.  All are welcome and need not bring food to attend. 

Women of Grace 
 

Our June meting will be held at Mariano’s in Wheaton on 
Saturday, June 3 from 8:00am-9:30am. This is just a casual 
moment in the month to sit and connect with women of all 
ages from Grace Lutheran Church.  

New Address 
 

Dorothy Stein has a new address.  Dorothy loves 
phone calls and if you would like to visit, please call 
her the morning you would like to visit to check on 
her availability that day.  Westbridge Assisted Living, 
500 Wyndemere Circle, Apt. A146, Wheaton, IL  
60187.  630-221-0824 Home, 224-238-1724 Cell 

Noses and Numbers 
Date  Attendance  Offering  
 8am  10:30am  
4/02  30    52  $  9,771 
4/09 37    123 $15,870 
4/17  70    200     $11,039 
4/24  29 78  $  5,863 
4/30 35 90 $  3,465 

 

Grace’s total income through April 2017 was $140,898  
while expenses incurred during that same time period 
were $170,117.  

Financial Update 
 

Thank you so much for helping us keep our Ministries active 
at Grace thru your generous stewardship.  Based on the  
contributions received by Grace so far, the current deficit is 
slightly under $30,000 year to date.  While not perfect, this 
is a much better position than our deficit at this time last 
year of $43,000.  Now we are in the summer vacation 
months and, typically, this is when giving (like attendance) 
starts to tail off.  However, ministries which we provide  
infrastructure support for, like the Food Pantry or Senior 
Center, do not take the summer off.  So please remember 
stewardship during the summer months and, between all of 
us, help ensure that the resources are there to serve our 
Ministries. There are a number of ways that you can give 
electronically which may assist. Please feel free to contact 
Joe Jacobo or Barbara Sudds in the church office to deter-
mine which donation method feels comfortable.   


