
Epiphany Community Worship                                  January 1, 2023 

 



GATHERING TOGETHER I N WORSHIP  
 *At the asterisk, please stand as you are able.   

Prelude              “Angels from the Realms of Glory”        Bradford Thompson 

Words of Welcome      

Call to Worship 

 P:  Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers... 

Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepers... 

Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers... 

Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear 

into this space. 

 C:  God is here.                                                         

Opening Hymn           “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”        ELW 310 

 

 



Call to Confession   

 P:    One of my favorite things about the Magi is that they go looking for God. 

Actively and consistently, day by day, they follow the star until it guides them to 

Jesus. I wish I was more like that, but I admit, I tend to follow God with part of 

my heart. I tend to get distracted and lost, taking exit ramps off the road, 

following whatever new shiny sign is present. It’s part of being human. In the 

prayer of confession, we acknowledge that more often than we’d like to 

admit, we find ourselves following the wrong star. Fortunately for us, God is the 

map maker, and God’s map is measured in grace, so we have nothing to fear. 

Let us pray together. Let us seek God together.  

Join me in the prayer of confession: 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Confession  

 C: God of starlight,  

we know that faith isn’t a vending machine. 

Good news can’t be bought or manufactured.  

It does not arrive with a push of a button. 

Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our midst. 

We have to walk toward you, just as the Magi did. 

We have to believe that love really can change the world. 

We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights. 

Forgive us for forgetting that. 

Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts. 

We long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every single day. 

Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness   

 P:        Friends, I have nothing but good news. 

Since the very first day, God has taken the pieces of our hearts that we have 

offered up and has said, “I can work with that.” 

Even in our failings, God has washed us  

with words of grace, belonging, and love. 

No matter what star you’ve followed, 

no matter how far you’ve walked, 

no matter how lost you got— 

you belong to God. 

God loves you. God forgives you. God claims you. 

End of story. Thanks be to God!  

 C: Amen. 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer for Illumination   

P:  God of starlight, 

every part of us is trying to seek you: 

our bodies that carried us into this space, 

our heads bowed in prayer, 

our hearts that keep whispering, “There is more than just this.” 

We are seeking you. 

Like a dog looking for its owner, 

who will search the whole house— 

under beds, behind doors, 

in every corner of every room 

until their person is found— 

we are turning over every rock and leaf 

looking for fingerprints that belong to you. 

So meet us halfway. 

Find us in the maze. 

Quiet the rest of the world. 

Open the door to us 

with rich laughter and say, 

“Come on in!” 

We know you’re near, 

so know 

that it’s you we seek. 

Find us in these words. 

Gratefully we pray. 

C:  Amen. 

   L I STENING AS GOD SPEAKS TO US  

Gospel Acclamation                        "Celtic Alleluia"                ELW 174 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Gospel                                               Matthew 2:1-23  

  L:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.    

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to 

pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, 

for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 

word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the 

king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 

in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to 

Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 

there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 

Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 

and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and 

he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years 

old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. Then 

what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children;  

 she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 



When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to 

the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then 

Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 

But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father 

Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 

away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called 

Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 

fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

 L: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                   Pastors Melody Eastman  

& Anders Nelson 

 Hymn of the Day                              “Always Seeking”                                 A Sanctified Art 

 



Affirmation of Faith 

 P: Let us join together in our affirmation of faith. 

 C:  We believe that faith is active, 

found on long walks, 

and in long talks, 

in future days, 

and down memory lane. 

We believe that those who seek 

will find, although it may not be what they expected. 

We believe that God finds us first. 

We believe that God drops breadcrumbs along our way 

in the shape of people, 

invitations, 

and even starlight. 

We believe that being a seeker— 

of God, of justice, of community— 

is a holy thing. 

So we strive to live with an open spirit, 

with soft hearts, 

and with room to grow. 

May it be so. 

This we believe. Amen. 

Prayer of the People         

 



Peace 

 P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 C:  And also with you.  

MEET ING AT GOD’S  TAB LE   

Great Thanksgiving 

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

  places...praise your name and join their unending hymn. 

Sanctus              “Holy, Holy, Holy”          ELW 191 



Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (we invite you to pray as your heart guides you)                                               

 P:   Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray,      

 C:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of Communion 

All are welcome at Christ's table! Please participate however you are most comfortable, 

including using your own communion elements from home. Bread/crackers and wine/

grape juice are the most common elements used, and you can give these elements with  

the words "The body of Christ, given for you." and "The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 

Communion  Music      “Creator of the Stars of Night”                      

Post Communion Blessing  

Post Communion Prayer  

 P:  God of all time, 

  Your people have gathered around this table 

  from generation to generation 

  seeking to be refueled for the journey ahead. 

  Grant that we find the sustenance we need in this bread and wine. 

  Guide us as you did those who came before us 

  and those who will follow in our footsteps 

  towards the future full of hope, peace, joy, and love, 

  through Jesus Christ, your beloved child.  

 C: Amen. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass 

   against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the 

   power, and the glory,  

   forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  

   hallowed be your name,  

   your kingdom come,  

   your will be done,  

   on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

   Forgive us our sins  

   as we forgive those who sin 

   against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

   and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

   and the glory are yours,  

   now and forever.  Amen. 



 SENT FORTH INTO THE YEAR   

Sending Hymn                  “Arise, Your Light Has Come”                     ELW 314 

Blessing  

 P: As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

from generation to generation, 

we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, 

God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, 

we are not alone. 

The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow ☩ 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 

saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 

love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 

May it be so. 

 C: Amen. 



Dismissal 

 P:  Christ the Savior is born! 

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 

C:  Thanks be to God.   

Postlude                                                   “We Three Kings”                                      Larry Deweese                            

 arr. Joel Raney 

For more information about each of the churches involved in worship this week, check 

out their websites at the following links:  

St. Paul Lutheran, Wheaton - www.stpaulwheaton.org 

Grace Lutheran, Glen Ellyn - www.graceglenellyn.org 

Holy Cross Lutheran, Wheaton - www.holycrosswheaton.org 


