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FROM THE PASTOR:
Lent Mid-Week Services: Costly
Grace: Reflections on the Life of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

This year during our Lenten Mid-
week Worship we will continue
exploring the legacy of Lutheranism
through the life of German Lutheran pastor and
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

An anti-Nazi dissident from 1933 to his death in
1945, Bonhoeffer was a founding member of the
Confessing Church in Germany, and author of
several books, including the classic The Cost of
Discipleship. Arrested for his actions against the
Nazi regime in 1943, Bonhoeffer was executed at
Flossenblirg concentration camp in April of 1945,
two weeks before Allied troops liberated the camp
and one month before the surrender of Nazi Ger-

many. He was 39 years old at the time of his death.

We will learn more of Bonhoeffer’s life and faith
through a series of fictionalized dramatic accounts
presented from the perspective of people who
knew him—a Gestapo agent who gathered intelli-
gence on Bonhoeffer, a prison guard who was
converted by Bonhoeffer’s witness and faith, his
mother Paula Bonhoeffer, his fiancée Maria von
Wedemeyer, and finally Bonhoeffer himself, in a
final letter to his dear friend (and later biographer)
Eberhardt Bethke.

These one-person dramatic presentations were
originally researched and written by the staff of St.
John Lutheran Church in Des Moines IA. (I received
them when the senior pastor of that congregation
became the senior pastor of Edison Park Lutheran
Church in Chicago, where | was serving as Associ-
ate Pastor.) They are a powerful reflection on
Bonhoeffer’s legacy, and a good starting point for
anyone who would like to understand more about
why this pastor had such an immense impact on
contemporary Christian thought.

As we at Grace continue our reflection on our own
discipleship and witness, Bonhoeffer’s testimony
and teachings provide challenge, guidance, and
strength that is as relevant and today as when he
died 73 years ago.

This year Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on
February 14. As always, we will gather each week
for a simple meal from 6:15-6:45. Worship begins
at 7:00. We'll be in the sanctuary on Ash Wednes-
day; on subsequent Wednesdays we will remain at
tables in the narthex for worship. We hope you’ll
make a commitment to dedicate time to worship
this Lent, and invite a neighbor or friend to join you
for fellowship, reflection and prayer.
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DINNER CHURCH/CONGREGATION MEETING
JANUARY 28 AT 10:30AM

. This year, we will again gather for

; our annual meeting in the gym at
\“\‘30\'\3“\“0\\@ 10:30am. “Wait,” you ask, “isn’t

that the time for church?” Yes, it

is! On January 28 we will worship
withDi n n e r —d hwesbnee fiturgy that reflects
the practice of the early church of gathering for the
Lord’s Supper around an actual sit-down-and-eat-
together meal. Plus, Metro Chicago Synod Bishop
Wayne Miller will be our guest preacher!

Communion will be shared around tables along with a
full meal. (Brunch, at this time of the day.) And along
with the normal collection, the offering will also be
what we usually think of as the “business meeting” —
we’ll approve a financial plan for our ministry in the
coming year, and we’ll do this as an offering of wor-
ship and thanks to God. The worship service will in-
clude all the other pieces you expect, too—hymns
and prayers and readings. The order will be a little
different, but all the parts of our traditional Lutheran
liturgy will be there.

There will not be an 8:00am service on January 28.

OFFICE STAFF SHARE WITH ST. LUKE

As part of our effort to work cooperatively with our
neighboring ELCA congregations, Grace has entered
into an arrangement with St. Luke Lutheran Church to
share office staff. Over the past several months, Bar-
bara Sudds has been working at St. Luke 10 hours per
week; St. Luke reimburses Grace for Barbara’s time.
The church councils of Grace and St. Luke recently
approved this as an ongoing arrangement. This ena-
bles St. Luke to access excellent office support, and
gives us a little extra cushion in our budget. (And Bar-
bara is enjoying the chance to learn from, and con-
tribute to, a little different congregational setting!)
Barbara works at St. Luke on |

Tuesday and Thursday morn- \ / _
ings from 7:30-12:00; if you o -
need to contact her, please be

aware that she gets to Grace )

around 12:30 on those days. / N\
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SociAL COMMITTEE CORNER

FAITH AND FRIENDSHIP: Our February Faith and
Friendship Lunch is Wednesday the 21st at 11:15.
Note the new time! Come enjoy a warm lunch, de-
votion and fellowship with Grace friends.

LENTEN SIMPLE SUPPER: Plan on joining us during
the six Wednesdays of Lent for a simple meal served
from 6:15-6:45pm followed by worship at 7:00pm.

Community Chest Goal Doubles
for Food Pantry!

Thanks to everyone at Grace who
contributed toward our Commu-
nity Chest in celebration of the
500th Anniversary of the Refor-
mation! Our goal was to raise at
least $500 in cash to benefit the
GE Food Pantry and we did it --
$1,143.35! Remember that donations of food are
always welcome, but the Food Pantry is also able to
purchase items in bulk from the Northern lllinois
Food Bank (NIFB) and can increase the buying pow-
er as much as 8 times for each dollar! The Pantry
receives many donations of shelf stable items such
as canned goods from individuals and group food
drives, fresh fruits, vegetables and baked goods
through food recovery from many local grocery
stores, and then purchases milk, eggs and meat
from NIFB. If you would like to consider a regular
monetary donation, please go to the web site

at www.glenellyfoodpantry.org.

Grace Lutheran Church has been a partner with

16 local churches for the GE Food Pantry since it
started as a youth group program here at Grace

in 1979. Although the name says Glen Ellyn, the
Pantry also serves clients from Carol Stream,
Glendale Heights, Lisle, Lombard and Wheaton. In
2018, services will also be offered for Bloomingdale
and Addison residents who experience food insecu-
rity as they do not have access to this type of
resource in their towns.

Thanks for all you continue to do (collect food, raise
S, volunteer) as a partner to the GE Food Pantry!

Carol Asselmeier, Grace Board Member to the GEFP

Februar


http://www.glenellyfoodpantry.org/
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, & FAMILY PAGE
FEBRUARY 2018

Sunday Morning Faith Formation

Spar k (&ne Shh ot Glr&a2d e() 1

We will meet February 4, 11 & 25 following this schedule:

9:15-9:30am God’s Wonderful Creation Craft Activity

9:30-10:00am Children meet in class for Bible Study

10:00-10:15am Music with Mrs. Drager

February 18: No CIl ass; I ntergeneratonal-l1EvERdmof e

l gnite Coh®BGmatden (6

9:15-10:15am in the Ignite Youth Room

February 4: Acts

February 11: Letters

February 18: No Class; Intergeneratonal-lEvEmdamof e
February 25 & March 4: Pastor Melody willteachb ot h Conf r mat on andtotskbadote FoOTr
look at the Book of Revelation.

Fusion High School
February 4 & 11: 9:15-10:15am in the Fusion Lounge to continue our study of the Gospel Reading for the week.
Come join us for coffee, cocoa, & donuts!

Spark & Shine Valentne' s Paftt@OMWMadnesday, Februar
Spark and Shine students along with their family are invited to enjoy dinner from 5:30-6:00pm. From 6:00-

7:00pm we will work on creating Valentines to send in the mail to some of our friends at Grace. Come enjoy

food, craft time, and fellowship!

Lent begins on February 14 when we mar k Ash Wedne
Lent is such a beautiful time of year for reflection and a wonderful time to enjoy the community of fellowship

with your brothers and sisters at Grace. We encourage you to attend our Wednesday Night Simple Supper meals

at 6:00pm and then stay for a casual worship at 7:00pm.

l gnite Conf r rradnmuragedto attend services during this time of year. The dates for Simple

Supper and Worship are as follows: February 14 Ash Wednesday, February 21 & 28; March 7, 14, & 21

l gnite and Fusion Sub Sandwich Sale & Assembly, F
Ignite Middle School and Fusion High School students and their families are invited to participate in the assembly

of the Sub Sandwiches on Saturday morning, February 3, 10:00am-12:00pm. We will meet in the Fellowship

Room and prepare the preordered subs.

We will need students to sit at the table in the Narthex for sub pickup and additional sales Sunday morning,

February 4. This position is needed 9:00am-10:30am, and again at 11:30am.

Women of Grace will meet at Reserve 22 on Thursday, February 22 at 7:30pm. All women are invited for this
time of Fellowship. Come join us for a drink, appetizers, or even grab dinner. See you there!

Please contact me with any questions!
With thanks! Becky Ficarella 630-469-1555 x17
bficarella@graceglenellyn.org
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2018 DATES FOR ALL-AGES BARN DANCE

SUNDAY, JAN. 28; FEB. 25; MAR. 25; APR. 22; MAY 20

. . Sunday 8:00 & 10:30am  Grace Lutheran Worship
2:00-3:15pm Sunday 9:15-10:15am Faith Formation Hour
. 4th Sunday 2:00-3:15pm Family Barn Dance
Comg on out for an afternoon of fun, friendly com sunday 5:00-6:00pm Support Group (WOW)
munity dances taught by caller Meg Dedolph. You Mon-Fri 9:00-1:00pm Senior Service Center
don't need any experience for these easy-to-learn 3rd Monday 9:00-11:00pm Food Pantry Board of Directors
. . 2nd Monday 10:00-11:00am Food Pantry (Gr. Room)
folk dance's th:?\t kids anq adults can enjoy together. Monday 11:30-12:30pm  Support Group (WOW)
Dance to live fiddle music by Jonathan and Friends. Monday 1:00-3:00pm Food Pantry for Clients
The fine print: Please wear comfortable shoes and Monday 4:30-8:00pm Bright Lights Theatre
. 2nd Monday 6:00pm Finance Ministry
_come dressed to move: Kids should be able to walk Monday 7:00-8:30pm Adult Ed Bible Study
independently and easily, or 3rd Monday 7:00pm Grace Church Council
be content to ride on a Monday 7:15pm Yoga Class (Lower Level)
. . Tuesday 1-3pm & 5-7pm  Food Pantry for Clients
! |
parent's back. Invite a friend! 1st Tuesday 9:30am Social Ministry

Questions? Need a little
encouragement? Email Meg at
meg.dedolph@gmail.com

1st Tuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Exercise Class
2nd Tuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Exercise Class
3rd Tuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Book Club

4thTuesday 11:00-1:00pm Sr. Center Exercise Class

Tuesday 3:00-7:00pm Parish Counselor
WOMEN OF GRACE 4th Tuesday  4:00-5:00pm Food Pantry (Gr. Room)
. Tuesday 6:00-7:30pm Pill Bottle Project
Thu rSday' Februa ry 22 at 730pm 1st Tuesday 7:00pm Property Ministry
. . . Wednesday 7:30-8:30am Bible Study
Women of Grace is a monthly evening gathering 2nd Wed. 10:00-Noon Sr. Center Movie
open to all women of Grace Lutheran Church. We 4th;"’edc-’ 10:00-Noon Sr. Cde“tef M;’Viel
. . . Wednesday 1:00-3:00pm Food Pantry for Clients
meet at Re§erve 22 (V.|Ilage L|nk.s Golf Cou rse.) in Glen Wednesday  1:00-7:00pm S
Ellyn for drinks, appetizers, or dinner! The picture Wednesday  8:00-10:00pm Support Group (WOW)
below is from our November gathering. Join us! 4th Wed. 7:30pm Women of Grace (offsite)
. Thursday 1:00-3:00pm Food Pantry for Clients
Thursday 1:00-7:00pm Parish Counselor
Friday 6:30-7:45pm Support Group (WOW)
First three Saturdays of each month
8:30-11:00am Sunflower Dancers
9:00-1:00pm Slanchogledi Language School

NOSES AND NUMBERS

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING
8am 10:30AM
12/3 38 91 $10,478
LIKE Us ON FACEBOOK! 12/10 33 106 $17,110
Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn has a Facebook 12/17 40 98 515,071
page and we would like you to like us! Stay in touch 12/24 156-4pm  141-10pm > 6,919
with events, ministries, ELCA news and check out the 12/31 22 45 510,140
pictures! Grace’s total income through December 2017 was

$431,494 while expenses
incurred during that same
time period were $454,701

Grace To You
ARTICLE SUBMISSION SCHEDULE
Submit articles and photos to the church office at leaving Grace with an end

info@graceglenellyn.org. of the year deficit of
March Issue Due February 7 $23,207

April Issue Due March 7
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FOUNDATIONS

Join us January 31, February 21, March 21, April 25 and
May 16 at 7:30pm as we revisit Luther’s Small Catechism—
but with adult questions and adult beverages! (Bring a liba-
tion of your choice, a dessert to share if you like, and a will-
ingness to go ahead and ask the question you thought you
shouldn’t ask.)

Gl b T||I
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Plan to join us on Friday, March 9, when Grace hosts an
evening of Irish music and song to benefit the Glen Ellyn
Food Pantry!

We are very excited to welcome lan King, Max Dunne
and Nora Byrd for this special evening just ahead of
St. Patrick’s Day.

lan King (fiddle) is an All-Ireland Champion, playing with
the Murphy Roche Irish Music Club to claim the title
for Best Musical Group at the 2012 Fleadh Cheoil Na
hEireann (Irish Music Festival). lan has studied with
Irish fiddle legends Martin Hayes, Maurice Lennon and
Liz Carroll, toured with the Trinity Irish Dancers, and is
in demand for sessions wherever he goes.

Max Dunne is an Uilleann piper based on the south side
of Chicago. He also is an accomplished guitar, bou-
zouki, and whistle player and has played with Gavin
Coyle, The Hatfield Sisters, and The Ploughboys.

Nora Byrd is a singer and a session favorite at the Gal-
way Arms Sunday Session in Chicago. She also volun-
teers with Sharing Notes, an organization that im-
proves quality of life for Chicago hospital patients
through intimate, engaging and uplifting live music
performances. Her beautiful renditions of favorite Irish
songs will have you humming along well through St.
Paddy’s!

Tickets will be $15, or $20 at the door.

s h
Food
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF GLEN ELLYN
West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania Avenue
Glen Ellyn, lllinois 60137
Office: 630.469.1555
Fax: 630.469.1561
Email: info@graceglenellyn.org

www.graceglenellyn.org
Every Member: Minister & Missionary!

Melody Eastman, Pastor

Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music

Barbara Sudds, Office Manager
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate
Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS )
GvRnBays Wednetday, Eriddy 9:3afh 1B:60dm i t
Prgesday aid Yhursday 12:30-3:00pm

PRAYER REQUESTS

Kim Jokela, Rich Davison, Elaine Roete, Laurie
Huizenga, Donna Gerhardt, Steve Homberg,
Joseph LoGalbo, Leslie Lindsey, Joan Schonstore,
Mindy Gould, Layne Finn, Nancy Hubbard, John
Brennan, and Jack Dean for healing and strength.

The families of Janice Spalinger and
Barbara Daley, for comfort in grief.

Birthday wishes to Howard Bruning on
his 90th Birthday (1/15).

Prayers for our Homebound Members:

Florence Kracke-at Laurels Peak in Mankato, MN
Julie Trout-at Westbridge Asst’d Living in Wheaton
Werner Kroeger-at Belmont Village in Carol
Stream

Prayers for our member in the Armed Forces:
Rodger Plant, Air Force



