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Grace To You is the monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn. 

From the Pastor 
 

This Christmas, I’ve been thinking 
about how we turn Grace into a  
Manger. 
 

I’m not talking about a live-action set 
with straw and donkeys (though I’m 
already looking forward to the awe-

some Do-It-Yourself Nativity!). I’m talking about how 
we make this physical space a place of shelter, harbor, 
safety, welcome, warmth and love for someone who 
could use a little more of those things. When Jesus  
entered this world in a place of vulnerability (you know, 
right where we live) he was laid down to rest in a man-
ger. The manger kept him safe, comforted him, 
warmed him, held him for the sake of his mother and 
dad, for the shepherds and the innkeeper, and—later—
for the outcast and the lepers and the poor and the  
dying. 
 

I want Grace to be a Manger. A place that welcomes 
and holds the Christ when he comes to us in the guise 
of our neighbors. Especially the ones who may be feel-
ing particularly vulnerable and lonely. We can be the 
Manger that welcomes Christ by holding our neighbors 
who come to us for help, support, friendship, meaning, 
joy. By welcoming Christ who comes to us in our neigh-
bors, we can help them see the Christ who holds them.  
 

To keep Grace as a Manger to receive Jesus, we have  
to keep Grace. That is, we need to meet our mortgage 
obligations and get out from under the debt that re-
mains on our building, so the building can be here to 
serve our neighbors. It seems like an overwhelming 

task—but it’s completely doable. Shared faith and 
shared commitment to the work God has for us will 
make it possible.   
 

I’m pretty excited about all the ways we’re exploring 
welcoming Christ through our neighbors in this place. 
There are so many possibilities for things that aren’t 
being done yet!! And our building is such an amazing 
resource for bringing people together. So I’m confident 
we can do this. 
 

With that in mind, Marty and I have decided again this 
year to tithe our Christmas budget. We tried this for 
the first time last year, and I really felt good about it. 
We decided how much we wanted to spend on each 
other and our family members. (Yay, budgeting apps!) 
Then we reduced everyone’s gift allowance by 10 per-
cent, and we’re giving that amount to Grace for the 
Mortgage Reduction Fund.  
 

It worked really well last year. No one noticed 
any difference in the amount of our love!  
But Marty and I felt really good that we could do a little 
extra for Grace’s mission in a season when everyone is 
asking for extra money, and the budget is already –
well—budgeted. 
 

When we pay down the mortgage and free ourselves  
of more of that debt load, we free this building up to 
welcome Jesus for years to come. It’s like building a 
Manger for him right here—a place to welcome One 
who is born for us every single day. 
 

Blessings to you as you prepare to welcome Christ into 
your heart and home this year! 
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Faith and Friendship  
Annual Christmas Gathering 

 

Come share some holiday cheer  Wednesday,  
December 18 at 11:15.  We'll have great food,  
fellowship, carol singing and holiday fun with Grace 
friends and visitors. Worship service following at 
12:30.  All are welcome to join in the holiday festivi-
ties! Bring a friend. 

Mortgage Reduction, One Comma at a Time! 
  

Grace’s current mortgage will be renewing in the fall of 
2021.  Between now and then, we’re proposing a 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign.  Ideally, we’d like to 
reduce the mortgage by $100,000-$150,000.  This 
would bring the mortgage below one million dollars 
(thus eliminating a comma!).  This financial move 
would relieve stress on the operating budget and allow 
us to move forward with our ministries.  We know col-
lecting that much money sounds challenging but we at 
Grace have a generous spirit. Mortgage Reduction en-
velopes can be found in the attendance pads in the 
pews and on the slat wall in the Narthex.  Thank you 
for your prayers and participation to help Grace elimi-
nate the comma. 
 

Towel Drive for the GEFP Holiday Shoppe 
 

This Holiday Shoppe event will be different from last 
year, as only children between 3-15 years old will be 
receiving gifts donated by Humanitarian Service Pro-
ject. However, the pantry  thought it would be nice for 
adults to have a gift to take home from the event this 
year so they are asking for donations for New Towel 
Sets (bath, hand and washcloth) that will be distributed 
to each family attending the Holiday Shoppe.   Who 
doesn’t need and enjoy new bath towels? 
 

They are hoping to collect an ample supply to provide 
larger families with two or more sets per family.  You 
can purchase these as sets or separately if you wish, 
and tie them together with a festive holiday rib-
bon.  The target is 300 towel sets from the Food Pan-
try’s 14 member churches. 
 

Donations may be brought to Grace on either Sunday 
December 8 or 15. The Holiday Shoppe will take place 
on Thursday, December 19 from 1-7pm.  

Coming Up at Adult Forum 

 

December 1 - Intergenerational Event!  
We'll have a Hymn Sing and Advent poster coloring. 
 

December 8 - Immigration 
Continuing our series on how the Church addresses 
controversial social issues, we’ll look at the ELCA so-
cial statements on immigration and explore some of 
our Church’s ministries in this area. 
 

December 15 - Israeli/Palestinian Conflict 
The final topic in our ongoing series, we’ll look at the 
history of ELCA’s efforts for peace in Israel, and how 
we engage with the communities of faith in Israel and 
Palestine. 
 

December 22 & 29 - No class. Share a cup of coffee 
and conversation with your friends old and new! 
 

Poinsettias 
 

The Poinsettias will be on the altar 
December 22nd through Christmas 
Eve worship and can be brought 
home after your evening service. 
Order forms are in Sunday’s bulle-
tin or you can email the church 
with your request. Indicate your 

color preference, the number of each you would like, 
and your dedication.  December 8th is the last day to 
place an order.  Poinsettias are $15 each and availa-
ble in red or white. 

 
 

Worship at Grace 
Sunday at 9:00am 

Wednesday at 12:30pm 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve  
Worship Services 

Tuesday, December 24 
4:00pm and 10:00pm 



Family Ministry Page 
 
 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation 10:15-11:00am  
Sundays, December 8th & 15th Spark (Preschool-K), Shine (1st-5th grade), & Ignite Confirmation (6th-8th Grade) will 
meet. Please bring your bibles to class with you! 
December 15th the Shine Elementary Class will take a walk to Dunkin Donuts for a Special Story and donut treat 
during class time. 
Fusion High School Monthly Gospel Study: This group will meet monthly in the Great Room (2nd Floor). Dominic 
LoGalbo will lead this discussion on Sunday, December 15th, 10:15-11:00am. 
Wednesday Night Advent Party for Spark & Shine Students, December 4th 
Calling all Spark & Shine students for the Annual Advent Party! Join us at 5:30pm for a special dinner, and then 
help create fleece blankets for people in need from 6:00pm-7:00pm. Friends and parents are welcome to attend 
this event! 
Wednesday Night Ignite Confirmation 
Grace Lutheran Church & Faith Lutheran Church have partnered together for Wednesday Night Confirmation. 
This group will meet each Wednesday Night at Faith Lutheran Church (41 Park Boulevard in Glen Ellyn) from 
7:00-8:30pm. The sessions will feature a lecture from Pastor Joe Yucha, following with the 7th grade and 8th 
grade students breaking into small group discussions to dive even deeper into the topic. Becky Ficarella will be 
on site to assist with Small Group Leadership. This group will meet Wednesdays in December, except for Decem-
ber 25th. 
Wednesday, December 18th will be a Christmas Party combined with the High School Youth! 
Fusion High School Wednesday Nights with FLY (Faith Lutheran Youth) 
Grace Fusion High School students are invited to attend Wednesday Night FLY with the Faith Lutheran Youth.  
Students will gather from 7:00-8:30pm at Faith Lutheran Church (41 Park Boulevard in Glen Ellyn). 
December 4th: Small & Large Group Discussion 
December 11th: Small & Large Group Discussion 
December 18th: Fall Flannel Fiesta: Christmas Party with Confirmation 
December 25th: No Youth Group: Merry Christmas 
 
Special Events in December 
Cocoa & Carols with Generations Choir: Wednesday, December 18th 5:45pm-7:15pm 
Come one, Come all! We are celebrating the season with soup, carols, & cocoa. Join us for soup at 5:45pm. We 
will gather on blankets and in pews in the Sanctuary to sings Carols while sipping on Cocoa from 6:15-7:00pm. 
Wear your most cozy attire; yes PJ’s are ok! Then, stay for Generations Choir Rehearsal until 7:15pm. The group 
will present the rehearsed song on Sunday, December 22nd during the 9:00am Lessons & Carols Service. This is 
an event for all ages of Grace! Sign up in the Narthex so we have enough soup for all! 
 
Reverse Advent Food Drive for the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry & DuPage PADS, December 1st-24th 
The Reverse Advent Tradition returns! Instead of opening an Advent Calendar to count down the season, why 
not put an item into a grocery bag each day for the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry & PADS!? This is such a fun way to 
continue the tradition of “counting down” in a way that will absolutely impact others in a positive way. Grab a 
list of most needed items for GEFP & DuPage PADS (found in the Narthex and on the slat wall). Plan to bring 
these items to Christmas Eve Services at Grace (4:00pm or 10:00pm) to receive a blessing before it is delivered 
to those in need. 
 
Please let Becky Ficarella know if you have any questions! 
bficarella@graceglenellyn.org  630-469-1555 x17 
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Sunday 8:30am Grace Choir Rehearsal 
Sunday  9:00am Grace Lutheran Worship  
Sunday 10:15am Faith Formation 
Sunday 1:00-5:00pm FCCC Classes & Worship Service 
Sunday  5:00-6:00pm  Support Group  
Mon-Fri  9:00-1:00pm  Senior Service Center  
3rd Monday  9:00-11:00pm  Food Pantry Board of Directors  
Monday 11:00-12:30pm Sr. Center Exercise Class 
Monday  1:00-3:00pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
2nd Monday 5:30pm Executive Committee 
2nd Monday  6:00pm  Grace Finance Ministry  
3rd Monday  7:00pm  Grace Church Council 
Monday 7:00pm Bible Study 
1st Tuesday  10:00am  Social Ministry  
3rd Tuesday  10:00-Noon Sr. Center Book Club  
1st Tuesday 11:00-12:30pm Sr. Center Exercise Class  
2nd Tuesday 11:00-12:30pm Sr. Center Exercise Class  
4th Tuesday 11:00-12:30pm Sr. Center Exercise Class  
Tuesday 1:00-3:00pm Wooly Knitters 
Tuesday  1-3pm & 5-7pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
Tuesday  6:00-7:30pm  Pill Bottle Project  
1st Tuesday  6:00pm  Grace Property Ministry  
Tuesday  6:15-7:15pm  Grace Yoga with Becky! 
Tuesday 6:45-9:30pm Society for Creative Anachronism 
1st Wednesday 9:30-11:15am Community Quilters 
3rd Wednesday 9:30-11:15am Community Quilters 
4th Wednesday  10:00-Noon Sr. Center Movie  
3rd Wednesday 11:15am Faith & Friendship Luncheon 
Wednesday 12:30pm Grace Lutheran Worship 
Wednesday  1:00-3:00pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
Wednesday 7:00pm Grace Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesday  8:00-10:00pm  Support Group 
3rd Thursday 10:00-11:30am Women’s FaithTalk 
Thursday  1:00-3:00pm  Food Pantry for Clients  
4th Thursday 7:00pm Women of Grace 
2nd Thursday 7:30-10:00pm Trad Irish Music Session 
Friday  6:30-7:45pm  Support Group 
Saturday 8:30-11:00am Sunflower Dancers 
Saturday 9:00-1:00pm Slanchogledi Language School 
Saturday 6:00-8:00pm FCCC Worship 
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Weekly Building Usage Weekly Building Usage   

Grace To You  
Article Submission Schedule  

Submit articles and photos to the church office at  
info@graceglenellyn.org. 

 January Issue February Issue  
 Due December 4 Due January 8 

Women of Grace 
Thursday, December 19, 7-9pm 

 

This is a potluck event this month. Please bring an 
appetizer and beverage to share with the group.  
Carol Asselmeier has graciously offered to host this 
month! Friends are always welcome to join us. 
 

Grace Yoga Fall Session 2 
Tuesdays, 6:15-7:15pm 

 

Fall 2 Session continues to meet on 
Tuesdays in December. December 3, 
10, & 17 will be the only dates we meet 
in December. You may come anytime 
for a $10 drop in fee. All are welcome 
to join us in this calm and soothing 
practice. Please see Becky Ficarella 
with any questions! 
 

Music for the Lessons & Carols Service 
 

All children, youths, and adults who would like to  
present an instrumental solo or duet are invited to 
share their talents during our Lessons & Carols  
Service on December 22 at 9:00am. Please let Becky 
Ficarella know if you are interested. 
 

Generations Choir in October 

 
 

Save the Date! 
Blood Drive at Grace 

January 5, 2020, 1-7pm 
 



Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn  
West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania Avenue  

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137  
Office: 630.469.1555  

Emergency Pastoral Contact:  630.674.2887 
Email: info@graceglenellyn.org  

 

www.graceglenellyn.org  
 

Every Member: Minister & Missionary!  
 

Melody Eastman, Pastor  
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate  

Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor  
Barbara Sudds, Office Manager  

Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music  
Church Office Hours  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30am - 3:00pm  
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Prayer Requests  
 

Fred Warnke, Rich Davison, 
Marty Friend, Scott Kacz, Sandy 
Wenner, Benjamin Cuatzo and 
Susan Papierski, for healing and 
strength.  
 

Shelby Inzinga on her baptism. 
 

Prayers for our New Members: 
Tammy Coleman, Rob & Katie Inzinga and daughter 
Shelby. 
 

Prayers for our Homebound Members:  
Farrel Benefield, Anita Blakemore; Bob Clauss,  
Evelyn Elson, Patricia Moore, Carol Peterson 

 
Noses and Numbers 

Date  Attendance  Offering 
 9:00am 12:30pm  
10/6  70 8 $19,662 
10/13 95 11 $ 5,499 
10/20  90 6 $ 7,430 
10/27 86 5 $ 2,850 
 

Grace’s total income through October 2019 is 
$325,802 while expenses incurred during the 
same period are $383,080. 
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Women’s FaithTalk 
 

Join us every third Thursday of  
the month from 10:00-1:30am for 
Women’s FaithTalk, a conversa-
tion and study group facilitated  
by Pastor Melody.  

 
Community Quilters  

 

We meet in the Gathering Room downstairs on the first 
and third Wednesdays of the month from 9:30-11:15am 
to create quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
 

We are accepting donations of fabric (any size and 
shape), sheets, and thread. 
 

These quilts provide hope and comfort to people who 
have lost everything. You can be part of someone’s 
Good News! Hope to see you soon. 
 

AmazonSmile  
 

Remember to shop at AmazonSmile when making  
purchases online. In order to browse or shop at Ama-
zonSmile, customers must first select a charitable  
organization. Here is the link for Grace Lutheran:  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2496438  
When you sign on, you will see “Supporting Grace  
Lutheran Church” in the upper left hand corner. Then 
just shop as you normally do. There is no cost to Grace 
or to you, the customer. The shopping experience is 
identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that 
the Amazon-Smile Foundation will donate a percentage 
of your purchase amount to Grace.  
 

All-ages Family barn dance 
Sunday, December 8 from 2-3:30pm 

 

Come on out for an afternoon of fun, friendly communi-
ty dances taught by caller Meg Dedolph. You don't need 
any experience for these easy-to-learn folk dances that 
kids and adults can enjoy together. Dance to live fiddle 
music by Jonathan and Friends. The fine print: Please 
wear comfortable shoes and come 
dressed to move. Invite a friend!  
Questions?  
Need a little encouragement? Email 
Meg at meg.dedolph@gmail.com 

mailto:meg.dedolph@gmail.com

