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From the Pastor
The next few years will continue to see
some significant transitions for us. I know,
I know. We’ve seen a lot of change in the
last few years—but we’re going to see
more. The Food Pantry will be leaving,
possibly in less than two years. We will
form new partnerships in our building—
which may well mean changes in how we use and experience this space. We’re stepping into some very cool new
ministry areas, but in a way that invites the community
into our space—and the presence of new people also
means change. But that’s what mission is all about.

to handle the discomfort of disagreeing with each
other. Disagreeing with someone is not disrespectful.
Learning to bear the discomfort of disagreeing openly
actually can build tremendous trust.
 Use “I” statements to communicate what you think

or feel. Avoid saying things like, “People are saying…”
Instead, take responsibility for your own thoughts. It’s
ok—you are allowed to think what you think and feel
what you feel. The community has a responsibility to
listen to you and respect you. (This helps prevent
triangling, too.)
 Don’t assume that someone else’s strong feelings (like

Tension created by change isn’t always a bad thing. Tension is nothing more than stored energy. It can be used
for really good things. (Like, for example, in a set of guitar
strings. Without tension, guitar strings are pretty pointless.) Too much tension handled badly, of course, can be
destructive.

How do we make sure the inevitable tension that goes
with mission is productive, and not hurtful to us? Well,
it will help to remember some things we’ve talked about
before:
 Don’t Triangle. Triangling happens when you have a

concern with someone, but you don’t want to talk to
them directly—so you talk about them to someone
else. (Hence the three points of the triangle.) Sometimes people say they don’t want to speak directly to
someone (like the pastor) because they “wouldn’t feel
safe.” But usually it’s a matter of people not feeling
comfortable. Conflict and confrontation are really
uncomfortable, so we try to avoid the tension by not
confronting directly. In a healthy church, people learn

anger) are automatically an attack. People have lots of
feelings, and sometimes we become uncomfortable in
the presence of someone else’s pain or anger. But if
they are expressing those emotions appropriately, just
listen. (And breathe deep. It helps.)
Learn to bear the discomfort. It’s never easy to deal
with intense disagreement or anger. But it definitely
isn’t impossible—and it gets easier and less stressful
with practice. Congregations, like individuals, can
develop emotional maturity that helps them deal
with discomfort in productive ways. And we become
a needed role model for our society as a whole.

The more a congregation practices the skills of healthy
communication and conflict resolution, the more mature
the congregation as a whole becomes. (Just like with
people, maturity doesn’t happen automatically with age.
It happens when you choose to work at it.) The more
mature a congregation becomes, the more resilient it
becomes. And the more resilient a
congregation becomes, the more it
will thrive in its mission.
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Adult Forum

Social Committee Corner

April 28 – Worship, Part 2 (Joint class with Confirmation)
How do the pieces fit together, and what
matters most? What’s flexible, and what stays
pretty much the same? (And why?) Bring your
“Why do we do that???” questions!

Grace Foodies is a gathering of Grace members
that has gotten together twice now for a fun
"foodie" social gathering at a local restaurant. We
offer free babysitting at church. It has been a lot
of fun. We will get together again on May 7th at
Santa Fe in Glen Ellyn. Watch for more details and
sign-up in the narthex.

May 5 – CROP Walk!
We’ll either set up for the Walk, or have an
informal final Stump the Pastor session!
Here endeth the Adult Forum series for the spring.
Join us to congratulate our Confirmands on
May 19, Confirmation Sunday!

Grounds Clean Up
Your Landscape Ministry team is planning their annual
grounds clean up for the exterior of the church. Cleanup will take place on Saturday, May 18 from 9am-Noon.
Please join us as we spruce up the grounds to create a
welcoming first impression for members and guests
attending our Confirmation Sunday, summer worship
services, and programs. If able, please bring your own
gardening tools or use that that we will supply. We
have a long list of items we would like to accomplish so
all hands are welcome. We will
be spreading mulch this year. So
if you can, bring a wheelbarrow.
There will also be projects and
materials available for those
who would rather work indoors.
Thank you.

Confirmation Sunday
On May 19th, our 8th graders will affirm their baptismal
vows at the 10:15 service. Please come and join our youth
as they celebrate this important faith milestone. There
will be a reception for our confirmands between services.

Faith and Friendship: Come to Faith and Friendship Lunch. This will be our last Faith and Friendship lunch until September. Come join us for lunch,
fellowship and devotional time on Wednesday,
May 15 at 11:15am. All are welcome.
Confirmation Sunday Reception: Join the
family of Grace as we celebrate our confirmands
on Sunday, May 19th with a reception between
services.
A Progressive Dinner is in the planning stages for
July 27th, watch for more information.

Fun Times and Good Food
at Our St. Paddy’s Day Pot Luck
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Family Ministry Page
Sunday Morning Faith Formation Schedule
Sunday School is over until September! See you next school year!

Ignite Confirmation Wednesday Nights in May
Wednesday, May 8th from 6:00pm-7:30pm
Say goodbye to our 8th Grade Students with a Sundae Bar & Game Night! This is the last
Wednesday class of the school year.
Wednesday, May 15th from 6:00pm -7:30pm 8th Grade Family Dinner and Confirmation Rehearsal.
The entire family is invited to join us for dinner. We will try on robes and rehearse for Sunday’s Service.

Confirmation Sunday
May 19th: 9:15am 8th Grade Confirmation Reception in the Narthex
10:15am Confirmation Sunday Service
Come celebrate the 8th Grade Students and give thanks for the fun moments shared
in the 2018-19 School Year!

Graduating High School Seniors
We will be recognizing all graduating High School Senior's during both 8:00am and 10:15am
Services on Sunday, May 5th.

Looking for Sunday Morning Faith Formation Teachers, 2019-2020 School Year
Looking to inspire and educate? Love working with children and youth? We are looking for you! We have had
many dedicated teachers at Grace that have served for over 10 years and more in this roll and are ready to
transition to other ministry opportunities.
Are you worried you don't "know" enough of the Bible to teach? Please put that worry to
rest! You will find that your own faith grows as you share these lessons with the students.
We have options spanning from our 1st graders all the way through to High School age.
Many of these classes are taught in a team, so you are not required to teach every Sunday
morning. Please reach out to Becky Ficarella if you would like to assist in this way!

Community Vacation Bible School: June 17th-June 21st
We are so excited to announce our community partnership with First Congregational Church and Faith Lutheran
Church this summer. Faith Lutheran Church located at 41 N Park Blvd will host this year’s VBS, “Celebrating God’s
Creation.” All three Congregations will work together to host an expected 100 students. We will need the volunteer help of our Grace Community to make this event a success!
All incoming 6th graders and older are invited to volunteer! (Yes, adults too!!)
We will need the following areas covered: Crafts, Games, Storytelling, Drama, Snacks
Please sign up on the main page of Grace’s Website to register for VBS and as a volunteer as
well. Childcare is available for any children 3three and younger, so that parents and adults
can still help. Looking forward to a fun week of celebration! Let Becky know if you have any
questions!
Becky Ficarella 630-469-1555 x17 bficarella@graceglenellyn.org
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Women of Grace
Women of Grace will meet on
Thursday, April 25th and May 23rd
from 7:00-9:00pm at Reserve 22
in Glen Ellyn. Come gather with
women from Grace Lutheran
Church for snacks and refreshments. Fingers crossed
in hoping we may blessed with beautiful weather to
enjoy the outdoor seating area. Friends are always
welcome!

Grace Yoga
Tuesdays: 6:15-7:15pm in the Great Room
A new Spring Session begins again on
April 16th and runs through May 28th on
Tuesdays. Class will not meet on May 7
due to Grace Foodies. This six week
session may be purchased for $48, only
$8 per class or you can drop in on any
session for $10. There are mats available to use.

Last All Ages Family Barn Dance
April 28
Come dance or just sit and listen to the
beautiful music! 2:00-3:30pm in Grace
Gym! Friends are always welcome!
Wanted: small, travel size toiletries for PADS to use
in their outreach to the homeless members of our
community. As you partake of your spring and summer travels, please bring back any unused soaps,
shampoos, etc. from your hotel room and put them
in the basket under the table in the Narthex.

Blood Drive
Sunday, June 2
Grace will host a Heartland
Center Blood Drive in the gym.
More information will be posted
as it becomes available.
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Weekly Building Usage
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Mon-Fri
3rd Monday
Monday
Monday
Monday
2nd Monday
3rd Monday
Monday
1st Tuesday
1st Tuesday
2nd Tuesday
3rd Tuesday
4th Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
1st Tuesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
3rd Wednesday
4th Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
4th Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

8:00 & 10:15am
9:15-10:00am
2:00-6:00pm
5:00-6:00pm
9:00-1:00pm
9:00-11:00pm
11:00-12:30pm
1:00-3:00pm
5:30-8:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
9:30am
11:00-12:30pm
11:00-12:30pm
10:00-Noon
11:00-12:30pm
1:00-3:00pm
1-3pm & 5-7pm
3:00-7:00pm
6:00-7:30pm
6:00pm
6:15pm
6:45-9:30pm
11:15am
10:00-Noon
1:00-3:00pm
1:00-7:00pm
8:00-10:00pm
7:00pm
1:00-3:00pm
1:00-7:00pm
3:30-5:30pm
6:30-7:45pm
8:30-11:00am
9:00-1:00pm
6:00-8:00pm

Grace Lutheran Worship
Faith Formation - All Ages
FCCC Classes & Worship Service
Support Group
Senior Service Center
Food Pantry Board of Directors
Sr. Center Exercise Class
Food Pantry for Clients
Thistle & Heather Highland Dancers
Finance Ministry
Grace Church Council
Bible Study
Social Ministry
Sr. Center Exercise Class
Sr. Center Exercise Class
Sr. Center Book Club
Sr. Center Exercise Class
Wooly Knitters
Food Pantry for Clients
Parish Counselor
Pill Bottle Project
Property Ministry
Grace Yoga with Becky!
Society for Creative Anachronism
Faith & Friendship
Sr. Center Movie
Food Pantry for Clients
Parish Counselor
Support Group
Women of Grace (Reserve 22)
Food Pantry for Clients
Parish Counselor
Kiwanis Club Backpack Snacks
Support Group
Sunflower Dancers
Slanchogledi Language School
FCCC Classes

CROP Walk is Sunday, May 5!
Volunteers Needed
The walk officially begins at 2pm. Plan to be at Grace by
1:30pm for registration and kick off. We will be needing
volunteers to help decorate and prepare Grace for this
event right after 10:15am Service, as well as helping with
clean up after the event. Please let Mike Pertle or Becky
Ficarella know if you would like to help!

Grace To You
Article Submission Schedule
Submit articles and photos to the church office at
info@graceglenellyn.org.
June Issue
Due May 1
July Issue
Due June 5
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Help us hit 50 for 50 years of CROP!
This year we’re excited to announce that Grace is the
host site for the 50th Annual Glen Ellyn/Wheaton CROP
Walk on Sunday, May 5. Let’s make it a banner year by
getting at least 50 folks from Grace to walk or volunteer!
This is a great opportunity for us to make ourselves
known (again) to the neighborhood as a committed,
vibrant faith community, dedicated to healing and hope
in the wider world. The CROP Walk fights food insecurity
not only around the world, but right here in Glen Ellyn.
25% of the funds we raise will be returned to fight hunger locally—and the need is only growing.
Wouldn’t it be awesome if we had 50 walkers who each
raised $50? Or better yet--$100? The walk route (and
length) is perfect for families, and this is a great way for
parents to model service for their kids. And it’s an awesome opportunity to get to know new people. There
really isn’t a better way to spend a few hours on Sunday
afternoon.
Mike Pertle is again coordinating the efforts here at
Grace. If you’d like to help with planning, please reach
out to him, or contact the office. And watch for more
information for registering to walk. It’s easy to sign up
with Grace’s team online and help us reach our goal!
(Yes, there may be a friendly competition among the
local churches—all for a good cause.)
Set aside the day and invite a friend to join you as we
bring 50 walkers to celebrate
50 years of
CROP Walk!
Grace’s 2018
CROP Walk
Team

Every Member: Minister & Missionary!
Melody Eastman, Pastor
Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music
Barbara Sudds, Office Manager
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate
Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor
Church Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30am - 3:00pm
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 - 3:00pm

Prayer Requests
Dolores Nosal, Dorothy Tracy, Farrel
Benefield, Fred Warnke, Elaine Roete,
Susan Papierski, Bishop Wayne Miller,
Rosie Lee Benefield, Luann Carlson,
Cindy Boehm, Paul & Alicia Davison,
Shelly Thompson, Lucy Storey, and
Diane Nielsen-Pagnoni for healing and strength.
Birthday wishes to Marilyn Goodrich 5/5 (91);
Bob Stein 5/14 (91); Dolores Nosal 5/18 (95);
Evelyn Elson 5/19 (95)
Families of Henry Jasek and Jim Novak for comfort
in grief.
Prayers for our Homebound Members:
Anita Blakemore; Bob & Darlene Clauss

Noses and Numbers
Date
3/3
3/10
3/17
3/24
3/31

Attendance
8:00am
10:15am
29
80
18
75
26
105
20
55
29
59

Offering
$9,559
$7,191
$8,193
$1,607
$6,769

Grace’s total income through March 2019 was
$96,960 while expenses incurred during that same
time period were $121,374.

