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Grace To You is the monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn. 

 

From the Pastor 
 

In the last few months, we have 
seen events that have changed us 
as a nation—twice. 
 

I thought the change brought about 
by the pandemic was seismic. Never would I have 
thought that before we are even able to assess the im-
pact of this change, yet another death of an unarmed 
black man in police custody would bring about another 
sea change of a magnitude we’ve never seen before.  
 

In the past week I have attended 3 demonstrations/
marches/protests/actions in Wheaton and Glen Ellyn.  
I have been struck by how very, very different these 
experiences have been from anything I have seen in  
the past 62 years.  
 

The first event was at Lake Ellyn on Monday, June 15  
at 7:00 pm. There was some anxiety before the event 
because there had already been reports of the destruc-
tion in Naperville and other neighboring suburbs the 
weekend before, and the flyer advertising the 
“peaceful protest” contained no information about its 
organizer. Village Manager Mark Franz informed the 
religious leaders of the event in his regular communica-
tion with us (we meet by Zoom every two weeks to dis-
cuss updates on the pandemic situation), which is how  
I learned of it. He didn’t know who had organized it, 
either; they had not contacted the Village. But, he said, 
whoever it was, they were acting within their constitu-
tional right. I contacted council president Jon Milleville 
to let him know I wanted to attend, and he immediate-
ly agreed to reschedule that night’s council meeting. 

(Thank you, Jon!) We ended up having close to a dozen 
members and friends of Grace there, along with be-
tween 800-1000 other people. The organizer turned 
out to be a young man in his 20’s who wanted to “do 
something” so he printed up and handed out some fly-
ers. When we got there he asked two of our folks if 
they would like to speak. He also asked us to remain 
peaceful, to stay off of private property, and to march 
to the Village Hall while staying on the sidewalk. That, 
of course, was impossible. The police officers present 
made sure that we were safe and traffic was controlled 
when we ended up spilling over and filling the streets  
in downtown Glen Ellyn. 
 

The following Saturday I again joined a few members 
for the demonstration along Roosevelt Road between 
Wheaton and Glen Ellyn. As we held up signs, hundreds 
of cars driving past honked their horns, cheered, and 
flashed peace and black power signs. Many of the cars 
had signs of their own. Two men yelled obscenities and 
flashed obscene gestures (and were greeted in return 
with, “God loves you anyway, and so do we!” from the 
people across from us). 
 

On Sunday, June 7, I attended (and spoke at) an event in 
Wheaton organized by my neighbor, who wanted something 
to teach her 3- and 6-year-old about acting for justice, but 
that wouldn’t be too long for them to get through. So she 
organized a short march in downtown for families. Again, 
several hundred people showed up, with signs and buttons 
and babies in strollers. Grace had some folks there, too. 

At all of these events, the participants were uniformly  
respectful and peaceful. We did meet with occasional disre-
spect—which was confronted gently and without escalation. 
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division in our nation, that division, for once, isn’t 
simply along party lines. 

 

Beloved, I pray this isn’t the end of this conversation, 
or these actions. Our siblings of color need us to keep 
working on this, talking about this, acting on this—even 
after we get tired of it. And we will get tired. Disman-
tling 400 years of racism isn’t going to be easy, but we 
have to keep at it. And right here at the end is where 
I’ll finally pull in the churchy part: We can keep at it 
because we have power in the Creator, forgiveness and 
grace in Jesus, and guidance in the Spirit to keep on. 
Believe me when I tell you that racism isn’t merely a 
social issue. It is a spiritual crisis, and we absolutely 
must put on the full armor of God and do battle against 
it. There is no better opportunity 
to show the next generations the 
transforming power of God’s love. 
 
 
 

Peaceful Protest March at Lake Ellyn 
 
 
 

 
 

Black Lives Matter Family March 

From the Pastor Continued from Page One 
 

(One man in Glen Ellyn held a sign reading, “Don’t 
loot my town.” I am confused about what he thought 
this would accomplish.) 
 

So here’s what I’m struck by: 
Hundreds of people keep showing up, and almost all 

of them are white. White people of all ages car-
ried signs reading “Black Lives Matter” and talked 
about the importance of moving from being “non-
racist” to being anti-racist. White people talked 
about the need for white people to confront and 
dismantle racism—and everyone seemed to un-
derstand that this doesn’t mean white people are 
bad. It means white people need (want!) to do 
something. I have never experienced my white 
community being so open to owning our role in 
this. The people of color I know tell me they have 
noticed the same thing. 

People of all ages showed up. Hey, you wanna figure 
out how to attract young people to church again? 
Get into this conversation with them. They are 
passionate about wanting a better (anti-racist) 
world. These events are packed with millennials. 
But there were plenty of seniors there too. 

The church showed up—a little bit. I saw representa-
tion from Grace, Faith Lutheran, and the Congre-
gational Church (including clergy in collars) at the 
first event, and Grace and Faith at the second. 
(There were probably other churches present, but 
I didn’t see any clergy.) I believe I was the only clergy 
person at the Wheaton event for families. People 
came up to me and asked me what church I am with, 
and thanked me for being there. 

This conversation is crossing political lines. My self-
identified more-conservative-than-me brother 
and I had a conversation recently—and we’re on 
the same page. I just love him to pieces, but we 
rarely agree on political/social issues. But we 
talked together about white privilege (describing 
an event he witnessed at his work, he said, “For 
the first time, I got it.”) and about the need for a 
new culture of accountability. Today’s news in-
cludes an item about the most conservative and 
the most liberal Supreme Court justices agreeing 
on the need to revisit the standards on use of 
force by law enforcement, and how courts rule  

 on charges of excessive use. While there is still  



Grace Lutheran Children, Youth, & Family 
 

Worship Changes for Our Youngest Members 
It has been awhile since we have been able to gather, and it may still be a bit before we can return. Once we do 
return, we have made the decision to remove the toys from the Quiet Room in back and the Playground area in 
front until we have determined that it is safe to return to completely normal activity again. We apologize for any 
issue this may cause but ask that you plan to bring a few toys along with you to keep your little ones engaged 
during service. We will still offer our Activity Binders for students during services. 
 

High School & College Students Home for the Summer 
Are you looking for ways to be involved in the community this summer? Are you able to help run errands for 
seniors and homebound members? Assist with yard work for those that are finding mobility more challenging? 
Want to lend a hand to the Glen Ellyn Food Pantry or to PADS? Volunteer with Community VBS? We can abso-
lutely use your help! Please reach out to Becky Ficarella to let her know you are interested. There will be a cou-
ple of events created in July once we see who is interested in lending a hand! 
 

High School Small Group Opportunity with Faith Lutheran Church 
Grace Lutheran and Faith Lutheran Churches are looking to continue to build a relational ministry for Youth, Jr 
High – High School. We will be offering some Small Group gathering opportunity this summer between the two 
congregations for High School Ministry. Be on the look out for more communication about these offerings. 
 

Grace Zoom Gospel Study for Confirmation & High School Students with Dominic LoGalbo 
The bi-weekly study will continue into July! We will meet at 11:00am via Zoom online July 12 & 26. No need  
to prepare for this call. Just bring your Bible and be open to discuss what the scripture might mean to you!  
Dominic LoGalbo will lead the lesson and discussion. A Zoom link will be emailed out each week we meet. See 
Becky Ficarella with any questions! 
 

Wednesday Night Zoom Confirmation Summer Bible Study 
We continue our Confirmation Bible Study in July with the topic of sin. Join Becky Ficarella at 7pm on Wednes-
days 7/8, 7/15, 7/22, & 7/29. Bring your Bible and Journal along for the discussion. Each week you will have a 
small activity to complete in your journal. Each session will last 40 minutes. Didn’t get a chance to join the June 
discussion on prayer? No problem! Join us for the July discussions. Reach out to Becky Ficarella if you want to 
join in July. I will be sure to get a journal sent your way! 
 

Congratulations to our  Congratulations to our  
High School Class of 2020! 8th Grade Class of 2020! 
Daniel Anderson This group missed out on their Confirmation Service  
Carl Fenske which we hope to have rescheduled in October! 
Mark Hamilton Jr. Tom Danly 
Tom Langner Jr. Ellie Danly 
Hannah LoGalbo Matthew Langner 
Nate Nelson 
 

Community Vacation Bible School Goes Virtual in July - See Insert 
 

Peace Be Upon You Grace Family. 
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate 
bficarella@graceglenellyn.org 
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Update from the Council.... 
 

Grace's council continues to meet every two weeks, with most of our attention focused on getting Grace ready to 
return to worship. As I have mentioned in previous updates, there are a lot of issues that need to be addressed, 
supplies to be ordered and procedures to be developed. The council has created a task team to head up and or-
ganize these necessary steps, and a lot of work has already been done. There will be plenty of information in the 
coming weeks to keep you informed of what you need to know and do. We continue to follow the Governor and 
State Public Health Dept. recommendations as well as the guidelines given to us by the Synod. We all want to 
gather again for worship with our Grace community, but we want to do so as safely as possible. 
 

Jon Milleville 
President Grace Council 
 

Home visits to our Senior Members During Shelter-In-Place 
 

For the past few months, members of Grace’s Social Committee, along with Pastor Melody and Marty, have  
been heading out in a We-Miss-You-We-Love-You! Caravan to visit some of our seniors. We stay outside, wear 
masks, do our best to stay 6 feet away from each other, hold up some incredibly artistic and sophisticated signs, 
and sing a few Sunday School songs that everyone can join in on. Not infrequently, neighbors step out on patios 
and porches to listen and wave. It’s not a substitute for worshipping together, but it definitely is a bright spot in 
the day for all of us! Thanks to Cathy Milleville for coordinating the visits and Heather Graf for coordinating the 
visiting committee! 
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Every Member: Minister & Missionary!  
 

Melody Eastman, Pastor  
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate  

Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor  
Barbara Sudds, Office Manager  

Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music  
Church Office Hours  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30am - 3:00pm  
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Prayer Requests  
 

Dorothy Tracy, Sigrid Elliott, Chris Danly, David 
Dean, Mark Frerichs, Gary & Lisa Miller and those 
infected with the Covid-19 virus for healing and 
strength.  
Prayers for our Homebound Members:  
Anita Blakemore, Bob Clauss, Evelyn Elson, Carol 
Peterson, Norma Petersen, Dorothy Stein 
 

Update on Finance. . . . 
 

Thank you to everyone who continues to support 
Grace's Ministries in these uncertain times.  Every  
donation is needed for Grace to keep its doors 
open so please check and make sure your giving is 
up to date. Thanks from your Treasurer, Joe Jacobo 
 

Noses and Numbers 

Date  Attendance  Offering 
 Sunday Wednesday 
5/3 xx xx $ 6,075 
5/10 xx xx $ 5,565 
5/17 xx xx $ 9,861 
5/30 xx xx $ 7,094 
5/24 & 31 xx xx $ 3,665 
 

Grace’s income, minus the PPP Gov’t Aid, through 
May 2020 is $156,859 while expenses incurred 
during the same period are $198,393. 
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CROP Walk Update From Mike Pertle 
 

      # of  Total  
 City Church Name Walkers Raised  
Glen Ellyn  Faith Lutheran  42  3,450  
Glen Ellyn  First Congregational UCC  5  1,000  
Glen Ellyn  First United Methodist  20  2,480  

Glen Ellyn  Grace Lutheran Church 36  2,345  
Glen Ellyn St. Luke Lutheran  
Glen Ellyn  St. Mark Episcopal  
Wheaton  Gary UMC  70  8,343  
Wheaton  Holy Cross Lutheran  
Wheaton  St. Matthew UCC  2  150  
Wheaton St. Paul Lutheran 
 Glen Ellyn  Catholics In Action  2  200 
 Matching Funds    50  

 Totals 177  $18,018 
 
 
 

 
 

July Anniversaries 
 

7/2 Andrew & Basia Yount (14) 
7/3 Brad & Jennifer Baxa (9) 
7/9 Spencer & Candice Lantz (4) 
7/11 Kathy & Robert Maras (39) 
7/12 Tom & Jennifer Langner (23) 
7/15 Tim & Donna Loftus (31) 
7/16 Jake & Susan Jacobson (38) 
7/16 Rob& Katie Inzinga (4) 
7/17 Brad & Lisa Goertzen (20) 
7/19 Tim & Donna Stephan (40) 
 

July Birthdays 

 7/1 Camden de Leon 
 7/1 Mario Ficarella 
 7/1 Joe Serritella 
 7/2 Barbara Sudds 
 7/3 Leigh McMillen 
 7/4 Will Swiston 
 7/5 Brad Goertzen 
 7/5 Andrew Milleville 
 7/8 Paula Kregor 
 7/8 Joe Room 
7/13 Tammy Coleman 
7/14 Leah Fenske 
7/16  Ryan Ruoti 

7/17  Mark Hamilton 
7/18 Ginny Stein 
7/19 Bruce Lantz 
7/21 Richard Pasbrig 
7/22 Vivienne de Leon 
7/23 Lois Pertle 
7/24 Barbara Rasins 
7/26 Jennifer Langner 
7/28 Bradford Thompson 
7/29 Ben Schumaker 
7/30 Tim Breitling 
7/31 Christopher Serritella 


