
Non-Profit Organization  
U. S. Postage Paid  

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137  
Permit #104  

 Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn  
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania  

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137  
www.graceglenellyn.org  

Return Service Requested  

West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod - ELCA  
 

 

 

Grace To You is the monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn. 

From the Pastor 
 

I’ll confess to being one of those who 
irrationally hoped that somehow the 
transition from 2020 to 2021 would 
magically make things better. But 
COVID is still here and seemingly only 

getting worse. And our public discourse about politics, 
racism, economic health, public health, and free speech 
(to name just a few of the hot-button issues) is getting 
more fraught day by day. 
 

We all have a lot of different opinions about what the 
Church should be doing in response to our current con-
text. Many of us want the church to be a haven of peace, 
calm and comfort in a chaotic world—which means we 
shouldn’t raise anything controversial or stressful. Many 
of us want the church to give us strength to change the 
things causing us such stress—which means that we need 
to dive into all the conflict head on. Many of us want and 
need a little of both but are unsure of where the balance 
is. Yet another thing stressing us out! 
 

If you read scripture at all, you should know that God’s 
Word creates as much public tension as it does comfort. 
Amos, Jeremiah, Paul and, of course, Jesus all created  
tremendous amounts of tension speaking to the issues of 
the world. And it wasn’t just tension between Followers-
of-God and Everyone Else. There was a lot of tension be-
tween people who thought they were for the same thing. 
 

Believe me, I don’t love tension in the Church. I often wish 
God’s Word could just stick to making me feel better. But 
it doesn’t. The Word often seriously stresses me out. The 
Word (through Christ’s Church) has called me out on my 

materialism, my racism (yes, my racism, which I have  
hated confronting), my complacency, my xenophobia, etc. 
etc. etc. None of this has felt good. But I survived it—
because God. God continues to help me bear the tension 
so that I can begin to see beyond myself (and my fear of 
shame) to the liberating, life-giving effect of God’s Word 
for the whole world.  
 

See, this is the point of Lent. Not to just check off a “I-
repented-so-now-I’m-forgiven” box. But to learn to bear 
the pain of knowing the truth, so that the truth can set us 
free.  
 

Sin really is a big, ugly thing. It’s bigger than you or any 
one person. It’s scary and terribly complicated, ensnaring 
not just individuals but communities and nations.  
Confronting my individual sin is bad enough, although 
sometimes I’m willing to give it a go because it feels like 
something I can be in charge of. (It isn’t, but I’m good a 
fooling myself that way.) But Communal Sin, the sin that 
accrues in a collective though millions of decisions and 
choices that I participate in but don’t have much power 
over—well, that’s just overwhelming. If I can’t fix it with a 
few simple self-disciplined strategies, it’s pretty hard for 
me to want to deal with it. 
 

That’s why Christ has made us all part of a Living Body—
so that together we can receive grace and strength to 
look the truth dead in the eye and not be afraid of it. Not 
be afraid of our own sin. Not be afraid of the new life God 
has to offer us. There’s a cross, and there’s an empty 
tomb, and a promise that we may 
not fully understand yet. If we 
wanna be followers of Jesus, we 
have to follow the whole journey. 
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House Church Worship  
via phone or internet  

every Sunday morning at 9:30am!  
 

Our “House Churches” meet via Zoom or by calling in 
by phone. Pastor Melody will join one House Church 
each week on a rotating basis to celebrate commun-
ion.  If you are unsure how to sign on, go ahead and 
register and let us know you need some help; we’ll 
walk you through it!  We would be so blessed to have 
you join us.  Inviting friends to join us is always wel-
comed! Register online for a House Church at grace-
glenellyn.org (on the main page Announcements). 

 
Congregational Meeting  

 

We will have our annual Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, January 31. During this meeting we will elect 
new board members and vote on the 2021 budget. 
Due to the current pandemic situation, we will hold 
this meeting via Zoom. We will send out Zoom infor-
mation and additional details via the News From 
Grace e-blast. If you would like to join but are not 
comfortable with Zoom or have questions/comments, 
please contact Jon Milleville for help via email 
at jmilleville@comcast.net. Zoom does not require a 
computer as you can join by dialing in on a telephone. 
 

We are in need of one new Council Member for a 
term starting in February of 2021. If you would be 
interested or have questions, please contact Jon 
Milleville. 

Ash Wednesday 
February 17 

 

Join us for an All-Church Ash 
Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. via 
Zoom to mark the beginning of the 
season of Lent. The Imposition of 
Ashes will be included, along with 
communion. You may pick up a 
packet of ashes at the church office (each packet should 
be enough for several people). If you are unable to pick 
up ashes, please phone or email the church office to 
request a delivery of ashes the week prior to the ser-
vice.  Church office hours are Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day 9:30-3:00 and Tuesday and Thursday from 1:00-
3:00. 
 

The Zoom link for the service will be provided through 
the News from Grace e-blast. Again, remember that you 
may join Zoom on your computer or your phone. You 
may choose to join with only audio on your computer; 
joining with video is not required. If you are uncertain 
about how to join, let the office know and someone will 
contact you in the week before the service to coach you 
through connecting with a trial run to help you get the 
hang of it. (Don’t worry—it’s pretty easy!) We will be 
blessed to have you worship with us! 

 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Series 
 

Join us via Zoom on Wednesdays in Lent from 7:00- 
7:30(-ish) to mark the season of Lent.  
 

We will begin with a time for scripture, prayer and  
repentance. Pr. Melody will lead a discussion on The 
Spiritual Practice of Community: Faith in Democracy.  
In this series (Feb. 24, March 3, 10, 17 & 24) we will ex-
plore the biblical call to faithfulness in the community, 
the concept of salvation as both an individual and  
communal concern, Luther’s understanding of a Chris-
tian’s responsibility in the public realm, our nation’s 
guarantee of freedom of religious expression and the 
concept of “separation of Church and State,” and the 
ELCA’s understanding of civic engagement as part of 
faithful discipleship.  

 

As of this publication date we are assum-
ing online worship via Zoom for Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgraceglenellyn.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Hfv_r7Lkk0l-PSfwxo5IuvGdumHQ3QCEP7v4ZvaR0WOJKVA5hbrjxKAE&h=AT1soNxFTUJFeYviMArEGKelFeVj5prKjMKXk0UJTSFn5xaDSLNHlHWl9jolaFvljgE6OlBV9vpq3vIE5HfsX4lEUbwYpfdYpMW57h6Tyc58-9jrGuramU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgraceglenellyn.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Hfv_r7Lkk0l-PSfwxo5IuvGdumHQ3QCEP7v4ZvaR0WOJKVA5hbrjxKAE&h=AT1soNxFTUJFeYviMArEGKelFeVj5prKjMKXk0UJTSFn5xaDSLNHlHWl9jolaFvljgE6OlBV9vpq3vIE5HfsX4lEUbwYpfdYpMW57h6Tyc58-9jrGuramU
mailto:jmilleville@comcast.net


 

Grace Lutheran’s Children, Youth, & Family Ministry 
 
WE WILL TAKE A BREAK FROM LESSONS IN JANUARY DUE TO MRS. FICARELLA BEING  
ON MATERNITY LEAVE. LESSONS WILL BEGIN AGAIN IN FEBRUARY 2021. 
 
Virtual Little Lights: For a family with Babies – Toddler age 2:  
No lessons in January, lessons will resume in February. 
 
Virtual Spark: Preschool-Kindergarten:  
No lessons in January, lessons will resume in February. 
 
Non-Virtual Shine: 1st-5th Grade:  
There will be no Virtual Shine lessons again until February. All lessons will follow the Lectionary 
Calendar for this year. This means your children will be studying the same Gospel and readings 
as you do that week in Worship! 
 
Confirmation is up and running on Zoom!  
We have planned a schedule that allows our group to connect weekly, alternating Wednesdays 
and Sundays. Zoom link is emailed out weekly. It is not too late to join Confirmation! Email  
Pastor Melody Eastman with any questions meastman@graceglenellyn.org. The dates to meet 
are listed below. 
 

Sunday Morning 1-hour Gospel Study @ 11:00am with Dominic LoGalbo 
The Gospel Study is a combined study with Confirmation Students. Come join us for 
great discussion and ways to apply these lessons to our lives. January 24, February 7 
and 21 are the upcoming dates. Email Dominic LoGalbo dlogalbo@sbcglobal.net with 
any questions!  
 
Wednesday Evening 1-hour Confirmation Discussion @7:30pm with Pastor Melody  
January 20;  February 3 
 

Friends are ALWAYS welcome to join in our  
Virtual Programming!   
 
Peace Be Upon You Grace Family and Friends. 
 

Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate 
bficarella@graceglenellyn.org 
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February Anniversaries 
 

2/6 Howard & Beth Bruning (61) 
2/22 James & Paula Kregor (46) 

 
February Birthdays 

 

2/3 Colin Bethel  
2/3 Jack Danly 
2/5 Adelynn Baxa 
2/6 Kim Jokela 
2/6 Catheryne Room 
2/8 Bill Murdoch 
2/8 Andrew Yount 
2/9 Jerry Jeske 
2/9 Scott Marquardt 
2/12 Jean Derrico 
2/13 Madelyn Danly 
 

 

January Blood Drive Results 
Letter to Brad Goertzen 

 

Dear Brad, Thank you for hosting the blood drive on 
Saturday, January 2. We had 7 donors register; only 1 
was deferred and we collected 7 units of life-saving 
blood. Because of you AND your generous Church 
community – up to 21 lives were saved. Thank you so 
much! And while we realize the turnout was much 
lower than expected and usual – we are still grateful 
for every precious pint. This time of year is very tough 
on us in the “blood business” – that’s why we were so 
thrilled you kept this event on the calendar and 
worked to recruit donors. I was able to see ALL the 
efforts you and the others put into this project – you 
should be happy with the 7 units. 
 

Brad, I just hope you know how 
much we appreciate you and 
your congregation. 
 

Truly, 
Camille Piazza 
Account Representative 
Versiti – Blood Center of Illinois 
 

Note:  Grace’s next Blood Drive is scheduled for  
Saturday, July 17.  Mark your calendars now!! 

Heart Cookies 
by Makinze Gore 

Delish.Com  January 13, 2020 
 

YIELDS: 2 Dozen 
PREP TIME: 30 Minutes 
 

INGREDIENTS 
FOR THE COOKIES 
3 c. all-purpose flour, plus more for surface 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1/2 tsp. kosher salt 
1 c. (2 sticks) butter, softened 
1 c. granulated sugar 
1 large egg 
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 
1 tbsp. milk 
FOR THE BUTTERCREAM 
1 (8-oz.) block cream cheese, softened 
1/2 c. (1 stick) butter, softened 
4 c. powdered sugar 
1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 
1/4 tsp. kosher salt 
Pink and red food coloring 
Sprinkles 
 

DIRECTIONS 
In a large bowl, whisk together flour, baking powder, 
and salt. In another large bowl using a hand mixer, beat 
butter and sugar until fluffy and pale in color. Add egg, 
milk, and vanilla and beat until combined, then add 
flour mixture gradually until totally combined.  
Shape into a disk and wrap in plastic. Refrigerate 1 
hour. 
When ready to roll, preheat oven to 350º and line two 
baking sheets with parchment paper. Lightly flour a 
clean work surface and roll out dough until 1/8” thick. 
Using a heart shaped cookie cutter, cut out cookies and 
transfer to prepared baking sheets.  
Bake until edges are lightly golden, 8 to 10 minutes.  
Make frosting: In a large bow using a hand mixer, beat 
cream cheese and butter together until smooth. Add 
powdered sugar, vanilla, and salt and beat until com-
bined.  
Divide frosting into 3 bowls. Add pink food coloring to 
one bowl and red food coloring to another. Stir each 
bowl and add more food coloring until desired color is 
reached. Frost cookies using an offset spatula with 
each color of frosting, then top with sprinkles. 

2/13 Jon Milleville 
2/14 Kevin Doyle 
2/14 Dylan McKnight 
2/14 Dorothy Stein (92) 
2/15 Dorothy Tracy 
2/18 Karen Anderson 
2/19 Emily Milleville 
2/20 Carol Asselmeier 
2/25 Elizabeth Dieter 
2/25 Mike Pertle 
2/26 Karen Kregor 
2/26     Jeff Nelson 
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Every Member: Minister & Missionary!  
 

Melody Eastman, Pastor  
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate  

Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor  
Barbara Sudds, Office Manager  

Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music  
Church Office Hours  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30am - 3:00pm  
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

 

Prayer Requests  
 

Helen Sladek, Dorothy Tracy, Sigrid Elliott, Chris 
Danly, and those infected with the Covid-19 virus 
for healing and strength.  
 

Prayers for our Homebound Members:  
Anita Blakemore, Evelyn Elson, Dolores Nosal,  
Carol Peterson, Norma Petersen, Dorothy Stein 
 

Prayers for Comfort in Grief for the families and 
friends of  former  members Mary Lou Reusch and 
Andy Ross. 

Noses and Numbers 

Date  Attendance  Offering 
 Sunday Wednesday 
12/6 31 0 $  3,355 
12/13 45 0 $26,420 
12/20 25 0 $  5,810 
12/24 110 0  
12/27 31 0   $16,620 
12/31 xx xx $  6,360 

 

Grace’s income, minus the PPP Gov’t  
Aid Loan, through December 2020 is 
$394,757 while expenses incurred  
during the same period are $447,510. 

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn Grace to You Page 5 Month of February 2021 

Come join us for House Church Worship via phone or  
internet every Sunday morning at 9:30am! Come see 
what it is all about. No commitment is necessary, zoom 
cameras don't have to be on and mics can be turned off. 
We currently have five “House Churches” of  35 - 45  
worshipping members (each House Church consisting of  
6-8 members/families meeting via Zoom or calling in by 
phone.) If you are unsure how to sign on, go ahead and 
register and let us know you need some help; we’ll walk 
you through it!   If you feel 10:30 would work better for 
you please let us know  Register online for a House 
Church at  graceglenellyn.org (on the main page  
Announcements), or call the church office or call/email 
Jon/Cathy Milleville at  jmilleville@comcast.net. 
We would be so blessed to have you join us. 
Here are some screenshots from a recent zoom House 
Church service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Listening to Pastor Melody's       “Eva was Lector for this    
Sermon during House Church"     Service" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"House Church Leaders for this service" 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

"All ages are welcome to participate in  
Zoom House Church" 

 

Phone-in participants on this day were Shirley Sauerman 
and Howard and Beth Bruning.  During this House Church 
we sang Happy Birthday to Howard Bruning to celebrate 
his January 15th birthday! 

https://graceglenellyn.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=755c01cf07e4aa39a312fc91f&id=9cd143a3ad&e=703e8a622a
mailto:jmilleville@comcast.net

