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Grace To You is the monthly newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn. 

From the Pastor 
 

It’s been an interesting few 
months. After feeling pretty 
stalled for most of the pandemic, 
mission-development-wise, it 
seems like a lot of the general 
ideas we’d been kicking around 

have gotten some new infusions of interest and life. 

After a very helpful conversation with our bishop, 
Yehiel Curry, I got connected to a chain of folks that 
eventually led me to a conversation with the coordina-
tor of senior home services for Lutheran Social Services 
of Illinois. I’m hoping that by the time you read this I 
will have been able to continue that conversation with 
a broader range of folks from LSSI, including some 
grant-writers who can help us explore the options for 
finding the support for our vision and bringing ministry 
partners into our building. 

Around the same time, one of my friends from my trad 
Irish session circles copied me on an email he sent to 
the director of the Glen Ellyn Library, Dawn Bussey, 
suggesting that she include me in Glen Ellyn’s Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion project. Dawn has been central in 
coordinating the work of that task force for the Village, 
and asked me to participate in a focus group conversa-
tion for LGBTQIA people in Glen Ellyn. While that con-
versation was confidential, I can say that along with the 
several professional/adult LGBTQIA representatives, 
there were a few young (just out of high school) people 
in the conversation as well. And they indicated that 
Glen Ellyn is a very, very difficult place to be if you are 
trans or queer.  

The conversation traveled quickly to the realities of  
suicide attempts among trans youth (research shows 
42% of trans youth attempt suicide) and the need for a 
drop-in center for LGBTQIA youth here similar to the 
ones in Elgin and Naperville. When I mentioned that  
we are located next to Glenbard West, several people 
immediately offered assistance if we would be willing 
to consider opening up some safe space for kids who 
are struggling. (And when I mentioned that we have 
some auxiliary grammas who would be happy to offer 
love to LGBTQIA kids, there were vigorous nods and 
grins from the younger members!) We have folks from 
Grace who have asked to help with this as well. I keep 
thinking about that kid out there somewhere who is 
wondering about whether it’s worth it to go on, and 
hoping maybe we can bring them something to hold on 
to. 

And then the opportunity to set up a clinic for COVID 
vaccinations presented itself, thanks to Grace member 
Karin Slenczka. Even though we sent the “are you inter-
ested?” link to Grace members, word spread pretty 
darn quickly and we got a lot of response from mem-
bers from the community. We’re anticipating that 
about 300 folks who need the vaccine will be able to 
get both doses here. 

There are so many needs in our community. We can’t 
answer every single one. But there is so much we can 
do. After a pretty difficult year of loss and change, this 
gives me so much hope and 
joy. 

Here we are, Lord. Send us! 
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 Easter Plants 
 

Even thought we will be wor-
shipping via Live Zoom ser-
vice, it’s Easter and we would 
like to  
decorate the altar with Easter 

flowers.  If you are interested in ordering a 
flowering plant, go to Grace’s website to place 
an order.  We will use them for Easter morn-
ing only, so please come to the church starting 
Monday morning to pick them up. 

 

House Church Worship  
via phone or internet  

every Sunday morning at 9:30am!  
 

Come join us for House Church Worship via 
phone or internet every Sunday morning at 
9:30am! Come see what it is all about. No 
commitment is necessary, zoom cameras 
don't have to be on and mics can be turned 
off. We currently have five “House Churches” 
of  35 - 45 worshipping members (each House 
Church consisting of 6-8 members/families 
meeting via Zoom or calling in by phone.) If 
you are unsure how to sign on, go ahead and 
register and let us know you need some help; 
we’ll walk you through it!   If you feel 10:30 
would work better for you please let us  know.  
Register online for a House Church 
at  graceglenellyn.org (on the main page  
Announcements), call the church office, or 
call/email Jon and Cathy Milleville 
at  jmilleville@comcast.net. 
We would be so blessed to have you join us. 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Series 
 

Join us via Zoom on Wednes-
days in Lent from 7:00-7:30 
to mark the season of Lent.   
 

We will begin with a time  
for scripture, prayer and  
repentance.   
 

Pr. Melody will lead a discus-
sion on The Spiritual Prac-
tice of Community: Faith in 

Democracy.   In this series (Feb. 24, March 3, 
10, 17 & 24) we will explore the biblical call to 
faithfulness in the community, the concept of 
salvation as both an individual and communal 
concern, Luther’s understanding of a Christian’s 
responsibility in the public realm, our nation’s 
guarantee of freedom of religious expression 
and the concept of “separation of Church and 
State,” and the ELCA’s understanding of civic  
engagement as part of faithful discipleship.  
 

As of this publication date we are assuming 
online worship via Zoom for Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter. 

https://graceglenellyn.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=755c01cf07e4aa39a312fc91f&id=9cd143a3ad&e=703e8a622a
mailto:jmilleville@comcast.net


Grace Lutheran’s Children, Youth, & Family Ministry 
Virtual Faith Formation in March 

Little Lights (Birth-Age 3) 

This month your little one will learn some of Jesus’ most memorable life moments: 3/7: Teaching and Healing; 

3/14: Feeding of the 5000; 3/21: The Good Shepherd. Our final lesson on 3/28* discusses the death of Jesus in 

quite simple terms. *Please be aware of this lesson topic if you feel this is too much for your little one. 

Spark (Preschool-K) & Shine (1st-5th Grade) 

This month you and your family are encouraged to continue to work through the Lent Family Devotional, Reflec-

tions on the Heart. This is a wonderful way to connect to your faith together as a family, helping bring focus to 

an important season in our faith.  In addition to the devotional, each week you will have your virtual Faith For-

mation lesson based on the Lectionary for the church season. This month’s lessons include: 3/7: The 10 Com-

mandments; 3/14: Moses & the Bronze Serpent; 3/21: Jesus predicts His death;  and 3/28: Palm Sunday. 

There are a variety of Lent/Holy Week crafts included in your Faith Formation Supply bag. This month you get to 

create a cross necklace, send out Operation Connection cards, create a miniature Jesus at the Tomb scene and  

color a palm for Palm Sunday. 

Ignite Confirmation (6-8th Grade) 

Wednesday Evenings 

We have just wrapped up our Wednesday night zoom sessions with Pastor Melody. Moving through Lent, 

each student is encouraged to utilize the Reflections on the Heart Devotional, participate in “Operation Con-

nection” as well as attend weekly Wednesday 7pm Lent and Holy Week Services online.  

Sunday Mornings 

Please join us for our Sunday morning Bi-Weekly Bible Study Zoom at 11am. Just bring your Bible and a heart 

for reflection and conversation. This ministry is lead by Dominic Logalbo.  We meet on March 3/7 & 3/21. 

Fusion High School 

By now you have received the Reflections on the Heart Devotional delivered on your porch. I encourage you to 

take an opportunity in your own personal time during Lent to utilize the artwork for coloring and the scripture 

and questions as opportunity for reflection during this season. Taking a break each week to reflect on the scrip-

ture passage as you color is a wonderful practice. Take time to chat with God as you color in the weekly illustra-

tions. 

Please join us for our Sunday morning Bi-Weekly Bible Study Zoom at 11am. Just bring your Bible and a heart for 

reflection and conversation. This ministry is lead by Dominic Logalbo.  We meet on March 3/7 & 3/21.  

Kids Holy Week Bread Making Zoom Class 3/31 @10:00am 

Since we are unable to gather in person for a Holy Week Lesson, why not have a Holy Week Lesson together on 

zoom to make Communion Bread, or “Holy Week Bread”!? This class is being offered in the morning due to 

Spring Break. Sign up for this fun class by emailing Becky Ficarella at bficarella@graceglenellyn.org. Please sign 

up by 3/21 to ensure a supply drop off in time for class! 

Friends are ALWAYS welcome to join in our Virtual Programming!   
Peace Be Upon You Grace Family and Friends. 
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate     
bficarella@graceglenellyn.org  
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March Anniversaries 
 

3/6    Jerry & Brigitte Miller (57) 
3/22  Jim & Helen Sladek (63) 
3/25  Matt & Laura Sugrue (4) 
 

March Birthdays 
 

3/1 Andy Simon 
3/3 Paul Griffin (90) 
3/3 Mike Pagnoni 
3/4  Tim Stephan 
3/4 Tom Langner 
3/5 Paul Rom 
3/6 Sam Fenske 
3/7 Spencer Lantz 
3/7 Ryan Odiet 
3/8 Ryan Murawski 
3/13  Rick Johnson 
3/13    Carole LoGalbo 
3/15    Jennifer Baxa 
3/16 Ryne Koors 

 
2021 Grace Lutheran Church Council 

 

Executive Committee 
President:  Jon Milleville 
Vice President:  Eva Holzapfel 
Treasurer:  Joe Jacobo 
Secretary:  Susi Nelson 
Clergy: Pastor Melody Eastman 
 

Council Members 
Sigrid Elliott 
Mark Hamilton 
Rob Hutzler 
Tim Kelly 
Sandy Wenner 
Rose Fenske - Sr. High Student Representative 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact any of  
the council members with any concerns or 
questions you may have with regards to the 
operations of our church. 

Recap of Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

 

Sixty-seven confirmed members of Grace 
attended the annual congregational meeting 
held virtually via Zoom on Sunday, January 31st. 
Thunderous applause followed presentations 
by Treasurer Joe Jacobo on the church’s finan-
cial status; Pastor Melody’s annual pastor’s  
Report; the election of new council members 
Sigrid Elliot & Rob Hutzler; thank you to Jason 
Graf, retiring Council Member; and the election 
of Doris Nelson and Mark Hamilton as our rep-
resentatives to the Annual Synod Assembly. 
Voting occurred using the Zoom polling feature. 
Those in attendance also participated in an  
informal poll and discussion regarding return-
ing to in person worship. A majority indicated 
they would be comfortable returning to wor-
ship when we reach Phase 5 (large gatherings 
of all sizes), when they and a majority of the 
population have been immunized and when 
the staff is comfortable returning to worship. 
The council will use this as input to our discus-
sion on in person worship at our next council 
meeting. After the meeting was over, we had a 
brief social time. The photo only shows a hand-
ful of the participants.  Thanks to all who 
attended and participated. 
Jon Milleville - Council President 

3/18    Michele Fenske 
3/18    Matthew LoGalbo 
3/22    Joshua Dean 
3/22   Mark Drager 
3/22    Robin Hulshizer 
3/22    Will Hutzler 
3/22    Susan Jacobson 
3/22 Nick Nelson 
3/23 Jensine Linnane  
3/24 George Rokosh 
3/27 Emily Kregor 
3/27 Natalie Kregor 
3/28 Sooz Hufnagle 
3/28 Molly Lawrence 



 

Grace Lutheran Church of Glen Ellyn  
West Conference - Metropolitan Chicago Synod  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  
493 Forest Avenue at Pennsylvania Avenue  

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137  
Office: 630.469.1555  

Emergency Pastoral Contact:  630.674.2887 
Email: info@graceglenellyn.org  

 

www.graceglenellyn.org  
 

Every Member: Minister & Missionary!  
 

Melody Eastman, Pastor  
Becky Ficarella, Ministry Associate  

Carole LoGalbo, M.S., LCPC Parish Counselor  
Barbara Sudds, Office Manager  

Bradford Thompson, Minister of Music  
Church Office Hours  

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30am - 3:00pm  
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Noses and Numbers 
 

Date  Attendance  Offering 
 Sunday Wednesday 
1/3 32 0 $ 4,600 
1/10 46 0 $ 9,652 
1/17 43 0 $ 1,485 
1/24 40 0 $ 2,970 
1/31 40 0   $ 4,158 

 

Grace’s income for January 2021 is 
$34,770 while expenses incurred 
during the same month are 
$44,715. 
 

Outreach 
 

In 2020, Grace supported the following  
organizations with our Outreach dollars:  
Metropolitan Chicago Synod $10,000; Walk 
In Ministry $1,000; Central DuPage Pastoral 
Counseling $500;  ESSE Adult Day Services 
$200; People’s Resource Center $250;  
Lutheran Social Services $100; World Hun-
ger $100; and Bridge Communities $250. 
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Prayer Requests  
 

Helen Sladek, Dorothy Tracy, Sigrid Elliott, Rich  
Davison, Chris Danly, Sally & Eberhard Slenczka, 
and those infected with the Covid-19 virus for  
healing and strength.  
 

Prayers for our Homebound Members:  
Anita Blakemore, Evelyn Elson, Dolores Nosal,  
Carol Peterson, Norma Petersen, Dorothy Stein 
 

Birthday wishes to Paul Griffin turning 90 on 3/3. 
 

Prayers for Comfort in Grief for the families and 
friends of former member Carol Jensen (Broker), 
and Michael Benefield, brother of Farrel 
Benefield. 
 

Blessings on the birth of Lucy Stephan, daughter 
of Pete & Michelle Stephan, granddaughter of 
Tim & Donna Stephan. 
 

Eliminate the Comma 
Mortgage Reduction Campaign 

 

We are excited to announce that we have been 
able to eliminate the comma from our mortgage, 
bringing our total mortgage to under $1,000,000! 
 

We will continue this campaign in 2021 as 
“RAMP”  (Reduce Another Mortgage Payment)  
as we continue to RAMP up to refinance our 
mortgage with Mission Investment Fund this 
Fall.   If we can raise an additional $100,000  
payment prior to our November refinancing it  
will take us from $925,000 to $825,000.  
 

We cannot begin to tell you how thankful we are 
for your support of this campaign. We aim to 
have 2021 be one more push towards diminishing 
the monthly mortgage payment and freeing more 
of the budget for our Ministries at Grace. 


