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+ Proclaim Christ   +   Build Community   +   
+ Serve Our Neighbors +

INTRODUCTION
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the worship leader begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus we are forgiven,
by Jesus we are welcome,
in Jesus we are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.


OPENING HYMN (Please mute your mic)	ELW#841	Lift Every Voice and Sing; sts. 1, 3
	[image: C:\Users\Grace Lutheran\Downloads\Lift Every Voice and Sing (Melody).tif]
(You may unmute your mic)
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST LESSON		Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.

18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?

21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM	Read responsively by verse	Psalm 70
 1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
  O LORD, make haste to help me.
 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
  turn back because of their shame.
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry. 

SECOND LESSON                                                       	 	1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Word of God, Word of Life.   Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
	Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.	

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.   Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL		Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please mute your mic)
SERMON		The Rev. Melody Eastman
(You may unmute your mic)
APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Infuse our community with sincere and heartfelt faith. Sustain the work of all church musicians and lay leaders who lead us in praise and prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Sovereign, be with all those elected to positions of leadership. Uphold decision-makers in wisdom and righteousness. Guide us in establishing justice, restoration and wholeness as our nation moves into this next phase of our life together. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place in this world. Be with all who need your healing strength, especially Marilyn, Sigrid, Dorothy, Anita, Evelyn, Carol and Norma. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.

 (If your House Church is celebrating Communion, refer to that liturgy here.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER ECUMENICAL VERSION
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service, give us reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God,
Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with us today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN (Please mute your mic)	ELW #638      	 Blessed Assurance; sts. 1, 3	
[image: C:\Users\Grace Lutheran\Downloads\Blessed Assurance (Melody) (1).tif]
(You may unmute your mic)
SENT TO THE WORLD
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons v.20190109.1233 Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #30867.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718333.

CURRENT PRAYER REQUESTS
NAME	RELATION TO GRACE	PRAYERS FOR
Marilyn Goodrich	Member	Healing & Strength
Chris Danly	Son of Mark & Pat Danly	Healing & Strength
Sigrid Elliott	Friend of Grace	Healing & Strength
Dorothy Tracy	Member	Healing & Strength
PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS		
Anita Blakemore, Evelyn Elson, Carol Petersen, Norma Petersen, Dorothy Stein

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMITMENT CARDS FOR 2021 have been mailed. Please return yours to the office, or you can submit your commitment on Grace’s website. Your support remains critical; thank you for your prayerful response! 

Sign up for AMAZONSMILE and pick Grace Lutheran Church as your charity of choice:  
Remember to shop at AmazonSmile when making purchases online. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile, customers must first select a charitable organization. Here is the link for Grace Lutheran: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2496438
When you sign on, you will see “Supporting Grace Lutheran Church” in the upper left hand corner. Then just shop as you normally do. There is no cost to Grace or to you, the customer. The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate a percentage of your purchase amount to Grace. 

HOUSE CHURCH WORSHIP VIA PHONE OR INTERNET EVERY SUNDAY MORNING AT 9:30AM! We currently have five “House Churches” of worshipping members (each House Church consisting of 6-8 members/families meeting via Zoom or calling in by phone.) If you are unsure how to sign on, go ahead and register and let us know you need some help; we’ll walk you through it!  We would be so blessed to have you join us.  Register online for a House Church at graceglenellyn.org (on the main page Announcements) or contact Becky Ficarella directly at 847-347-0928 or bficarella@graceglenellyn.org.

GRACE IS THE SPONSOR FOR THE FOOD PANTRY DRIVE-THRU ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6:  Volunteers are needed to greet cars and load donations into carts. Two shifts: 9-10:30am and 10:30-noon. You can sign up on Grace’s website or call Carol Asselmeier to volunteer. (COVID-19 protocols are in place; please wear a mask. Thanks!)

CHRISTMAS IN THE MOVIES:  Saturday, November 7 at 2:00pm, the Glen Ellyn Historical Society presents actress and historian Leslie Goddard in a ZOOM presentation titled, “Christmas in the Movies.” The program was taken from the book by Jeremy Arnold and looks back at some Hollywood classics. Included in the presentation are Holiday Inn, Miracle on 34th Street, A Christmas Story, Elf, White Christmas and others. Learn behind-the-scenes stories about each movie's production, reception and legacy. It is a glorious salute to Hollywood doing the holidays. This is a free event. It is shown on the Zoom platform. Registration is limited, so sign up today. To register go to EventBrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/christmas-in-the-movies-a-leslie-goddard-illustrated-lecture-tickets-122591266779. Call 630-469-1867 for information.



[image: Grace Logo]
EVERY MEMBER A MINISTER AND MISSIONARY!

PHONE:  630-469-1555 	 EMERGENCY PASTORAL CONTACT:  630-674-2887
INFO@GRACEGLENELLYN.ORG  	 WWW.GRACEGLENELLYN.ORG

PASTOR
Rev. Melody Eastman  	office ext. 14
meastman@graceglenellyn.org 

MINISTER OF MUSIC
Bradford Thompson  	219-718-8879
bradfordmthompson@gmail.com

MINISTRY ASSOCIATE
Becky Ficarella  	office ext. 17
bficarella@graceglenellyn.org	

OFFICE MANAGER  
Barbara Sudds  	office ext. 10
bsudds@graceglenellyn.org

PARISH COUNSELOR  
Carole LoGalbo M.S., LCPC  	630-668-4594
carolelogalbo@yahoo.com
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Lift Every Voice and Sing
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1 Lift ev-'’ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t’ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we  met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought  us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to - ry is WOn.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954
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Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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